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ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

The season of Lent represents 40 days (plus Sundays) and 
begins with Ash Wednesday.  We will celebrate that day, 
FEBRUARY 13th, with a worship service at 7:30 p.m.  This 
special service helps to prepare you for our Lenten journey to 
Easter and will include the Sacrament of Communion and 
imposition of ashes.  (We will also have Communion on the first 
Sunday of Lent, February 17th at both services.) 

 

              
 
LENTEN “SMALL GROUPS” BIBLE STUDY 2013 
 
Rev. Jim Clubine will offer a 5 week Wednesday evening series 
again this year at the church.  Beginning FEBRUARY 20TH we will 
gather together for coffee/tea at 7:15 p.m., plenary session at 7:30 
and then break off into small groups from 8:00 to 9:00 p.m.  The topic will be “The 
Resurrection of the Son of God” and everyone is encouraged to participate (even if you 
weren’t able to join a Small Group last Fall).  Please sign up at Sally’s bulletin board or 
send her a quick email (sally@centralunitedchurch.com) to enrol!  (If Wednesday 
evenings don’t fit your schedule but you would like to participate, please let us know as 
a Tuesday evening small group will also be available offsite.) 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/�
mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com�
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FROM YOUR MINISTRY TEAM… 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
‘Beware of practising your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you 
have no reward from your Father in heaven. ... But when you give alms, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.   Matthew 6:1, 3-4 
 
The text above from Matthew is a portion of the gospel reading appointed to be read on 
Ash Wednesday; Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent.  In this text Jesus 
underscores the importance of our practices matching our profession.  
 
Consider this:  God, who sees in secret, will never fail to bestow reward.  Whatever 

kindness we do, whatever unjust bond we seek to break, 
whatever integrity we refuse to surrender in the face of 
opposition, whatever truth we uphold in the face of self-
interested “fudging” God will honour inasmuch as God 
treasures all of this in a world that is indifferent to kindness, 
contemptuous concerning integrity, and hostile to truth.  The 
smallest cup of water given to relieve someone else God sees.  
Yet he does more than observe it.  What God sees God 

adopts; God owns; and in his own way and in his own time he will bless the selfless 
giver of that cup in a manner we can’t apprehend at this moment. 
 
Most believers’ lives unfold anonymously.  Their faithfulness and goodness will never be 
heard of.  But the God who sees in secret sees.  And what he sees he owns.  In the life 
to come he will bless the person who thought she was behaving so very ordinarily that 
her ordinariness didn’t attract the recognition it didn’t deserve. 
 
The other aspect of the reward our Lord promises pertains to this life.  One form such 
blessing takes is a richer experience of God himself.  To uphold truth is to be rewarded 
at least with stronger conviction of the truth and clearer perception of the truth.  To have 
resisted the temptation to dissemble is to find oneself with stiffer spine and reduced 
vulnerability to the lure of dishonesty.  To have remained faithful in any commitment is 
to find oneself that much more intimate with our Lord whose faithfulness to us has never 
flickered. 
 
Lenten Blessings, 
 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 
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LENTEN OUTREACH PROJECT 2013 
 
Each year during the Season of Lent, Central United chooses to focus on an area of 
need in our world with a special outreach effort.  The project for 2013 is in support of 
“Save the Mothers”, an international organization that equips professionals – from a 
wide array of disciplines – in developing countries to improve the health of mothers and 
babies.  Through their specific vocations, graduates of their Master in Public Health 
Leadership program become influencers for positive societal change, working to 
overcome preventable maternal death. 
 

If you wish to support this organization, you may do so through your 
Sunday offering.  Donations will be received up to and including 
Easter Sunday.  Just mark “Lenten Project” in the “other” category of 
your envelope.  And of course, we will have our “Pipe Coin Drop” 
available again in the narthex for the children (and adults if they wish) 

to drop in their change for this project too!  Thank you for your support! 
 
 
LIZ DYNES 
On behalf of the Outreach Committee 

              
 
ECUMENICAL LENTEN SERIES 
 
This annual series of Sunday evening services during the season of 
Lent is hosted by your local Markham/Unionville Ministerial 
Association.  The guest speaker this year for the entire 6 weeks is 
Dr. David Robinson, fellow of the Ezra Institute for Contemporary 
Christianity, adjunct professor at Tyndale University College and 
Associate Pastor at Westminster Chapel.  Please join your church 
community for this special time of worship, fellowship and 
refreshments.  Service time is 7:00 p.m. and everyone is welcome.  The schedule is as 
follows: 
 
February 17th  Bethesda Lutheran Church, Unionville 
February 24th Markham Missionary Church 
March 3rd  St. Philip’s on-the-hill Anglican Church, Unionville 
March 10th  Unionville Presbyterian Church 
March 17th  Central United Church 
March 24th   The Rhenish Lutheran Church, Markham 
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ANNUAL WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

This annual community service will be held at St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, 143 Main Street North, Markham on 
FRIDAY, MARCH 1ST, at 7:30 p.m.  All are welcome to join 
together for a time of unity in worship and prayer for our 
community.  The service this year was prepared by the women of 
France and the title is “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 
 

              
 
FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY THROUGH HOLY WEEK 
 
At Central our objective is to make Holy Week a week of worship - a time when we as 
Christians deliberately draw aside to contemplate that week when our Lord gave up his 
life for us.  We hope you will join us for many of our worship opportunities, as follows: 
 
Palm Sunday – March 24th 
Morning worship services @ 9:30 & 11:15 a.m. 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
Tuesday – March 26th @ 7:30 p.m. 
Contemplative worship featuring “Lamentations of 
Jeremiah:  Holy Week Sequences” presented by 
Cantorei Sine Nomine choir. 
 
Thursday – March 28th @ 7:30 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion and 
praise music. 
 
Friday – March 29th 
Good Friday Worship service @ 10:00 a.m. 
 
Easter Day – March 31st 
Sunrise Worship service @ 8:00 a.m. with the Sacrament of Communion  
(light breakfast to follow) 
 
Easter Worship services @ 9:30 & 11:15 a.m. with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
and singing of Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
The children are enjoying their weekly singing session with Stuart.  
With the help of the junior choir, he is teaching all the Sunday School 
children some of their wonderful songs.  It is a great addition to our 
program. 
 
Pre-School and Kindergarten 
The pre-school and kindergarten class continues to be led by Sharon Laird and Gail 
Gayman who have lots of stories and fun and games for this age group. 
 
Grade One to Five 
In our journey with the grade one to five classes on God’s Love, we learned the story of 
Philip and the Ethiopian.  In this story, Philip shares the good news of God’s love with a 
stranger and a Non-Christian and in doing so, teaches the lesson that God’s love is for 
everyone.  The children baked some injera bread (an Ethiopian staple food), ran an 
obstacle course and made Eastern orthodox crosses, such as those used in Ethiopia.  
Thanks to Mark for writing this lesson and Karen, Eilis and Felicity for running the 
workshops.  We started January off with a lesson Samson and Delilah.  In this lesson, 
the children learned that God sent the judges to help his people when they were in 
need.  The children learned the story through a story-telling workshop, they had a 
‘failed’ history lesson workshop and built towers out of cards.  Thanks to Ardith for both 
writing and leading these lessons. 
 
Grade Six and Seven  
The grade six and seven class is running strong.  They continue with the Flyte:  faith, 
life, together program.  They have been learning about the Church and why we go to 
church and how the youth can be involved.  Thanks to Ceri and Pam for leading this 
class.  
 
Grade 8 – High School 
The high school class has discussed many topics and issues that are of interest to this 
age group, including current events when appropriate.  The topics are varied and have 
ranged from the tragic shooting in the U.S. to exam stress.  The leaders refer to the 
Bible to help direct the youth on where to look for answers and help when they need it.  
This class provides nourishment for our youth, both spiritually and physically! 
 
Lenten Season 

The children and youth will learn what Lent is and why it is important 
in the Christian calendar.  We will talk about the Church-wide 
Lenten project and how the children can help.  Each child will be 
given a Lenten calendar to take home which will have suggestions 
on readings and things to do during the Lenten season.  We will 
follow our fun and noisy tradition of the pipe coin drop in the narthex 
– so don’t forget to bring those coins to support our Lenten project.  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL (continued) 
 
Easter Celebration 

Sunday March 31st is Easter!  And that means the Sunday 
School Easter Celebration!  We will continue with our tradition 
of baking the empty tomb rolls and having an Easter Egg Hunt!  
All children and youth are welcome and we love to have visitors 
join us too!  

              
 
CHURCH SOCIAL... 
 
Mark your calendars for FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND from 7-9 
p.m. for an evening of church family fun of bowling at World Bowl.  
All ages welcome.  Sign up today at Sally’s bulletin board or send 
her a quick email at sally@centralunitedchurch.com  (Cost:  $15 
including shoe rental.) 
 

              
 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

will be celebrated on SUNDAY, APRIL 28TH.  For those parents 
wishing to explore Baptism for their children, we ask that you 
contact Rev. Dr. James Clubine before March 15th.  An information 
seminar to help parents prepare for this important step in their 
children’s lives will be held on Wednesday, April 3rd. 

              
 
OUR “OVER 80 BOARD” 
 
We, at Central, are very pleased to honour our special 
members who have reached the respectable age of 80 
(or more) by placing their names on our “Over 80 Board” 
at the church entrance.  If you would like to be included, 
just call the church office and give us your name and the 
month of your birthday and we’ll be happy to post it for 
you.   
 
 
 
 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com�
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TEEN CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
 
will be celebrated on March 3rd with a special worship service involving 
those youth who have been attending Confirmation classes with Rev. 
Karl Burden since October.  Be sure to come and be inspired by their 
testimonies. 
 

              
 
OUR 18TH ANNUAL PRIME RIB ROAST BEEF DINNER 
 

will be held on SATURDAY, APRIL 27TH.  Be sure to set aside 
the date and watch for tickets to be available soon at the 
church.  A delicious full course meal is served and continues to 
be very popular in our community.  Lots of volunteers will be 
needed, so be sure to sign up and participate in on the fun!   
 

              
 
UNIONVILLE FESTIVAL! 
 
I think it's important for Central United Church to participate in 
the Unionville Festival in order to show 'outsiders' how much fun 
we have as a church family.  What do you think?  If you have 
thoughts about what worked well in the past that we could 
continue, or new activities we could implement, please join me 
for an exploratory meeting on TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19th from 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Please 
RSVP to Cheryl Neave at 905-477-4384. 

              
 
GARDENING AND GARLIC! 
 

One of our small groups has chosen to support a North York 
Community effort that will provide those living in Low Income areas the 
opportunity of experiencing the joy of vegetable gardening at the same 
time improving the quality of life in the community while feeding many. 
 
If you have any extra used garden tools that are in working order, 

please consider donating them to this project.  We are also selling bags of fresh organic 
garlic for $5 per bag.  The funds raised will be used to purchase additional gardening 
supplies for the 2013 spring planting season.  Please contact Christopher Laird (647) 
383-9842.  Thank you for your support! 
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ABC NEWS… 
 

Appreciation to Lawrence (Neb) Gayman (construction) and Liz 
Dynes (painting) for their work on our new outdoor nativity 
characters this past Christmas season as well as to Don Miller (from 
Lemonville United) for his annual donation of straw. 
 

Blessings to many who have suffered the loss of a loved one in recent months:  
Valerie Clubine for the loss of her Mom Jean Soper; Carole Beam for the death of her 
mother Doris Harwood; Bob Woods for the death of his brother; 
Harold Morrison for the loss of two sisters-in-law; Christine Mabey 
for the death of her grandmother and Henry Wong for the sudden 
passing of his brother Colin.  We extend our sincere sympathies to 
you and your families. 
 
We were also saddened by the recent deaths of Connie Lockridge 
and Bill Thomas, two of our senior members who will be warmly 
remembered for their past contributions to the life of Central. 
 

And some of you will remember Lou and Sonja Teichroeb, long 
time members of Central.  Lou and Sonja moved to Edmonton this 
Fall to live closer to family and we wish them well in their new 
community. 
 
 

Congratulations to Stephanie Jull, daughter of Ross and Sandra, who was awarded 
her Ph.D. in Special Education this past November.  Stephanie “grew up” at Central and 
was very active in our Sunday School and Youth Group.  She 
now lives and works in British Columbia. 
 
And we celebrate with folks who have recently formalized their 
membership with us:  Paul & Carol-Ann Freeman,  
Joan Hubbert, Christopher Laird and Scott & Sandy McKay.  
Welcome to the faith community of Central! 
 

              
 
Central News is published quarterly for the congregation of Central United Church.  
Material for Central News is accepted anytime (the earlier the better).  The next 
deadline is May 1, 2013.  The Summer edition will be sent out on or about May 15th.  
Place material in Sally’s mail slot or email to sally@centralunitedchurch.com. 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com�

