
ANNOUNCEMENTS    SEPTEMBER 29, 2013 
 

THE WEEK IN ACTIVITIES 
 
Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.  
  with Sunday School 
  Small Group “Hosts” Meeting after worship 
Monday Alanon at 8:00 p.m.  
Thursday Jr. Choir Rehearsal at 5:30 p.m. 
  Adult Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FOR THE CHILDREN...We welcome children of all ages to 

worship with us.  We offer Sunday School for 
children and youth, from age 2 ½ through 
High School, following Children’s Time in the 
worship service.  Younger children are 
welcome to remain with their parents during 
the service, or families may use the unstaffed 
nursery (toy room) found on the main floor, 

which includes audio for hearing the service.  A change table 
is also available (in the main floor washroom). 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SMALL GROUPS AT CENTRAL...We are 
currently preparing for the launch of our 
2013 Fall church-wide campaign “Simply 
Christian”.  This study begins on SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 20TH and YOU are invited to 
take part!  Groups of all sizes will meet at 
various times during the week in people’s 
homes, the church or any other place that 

works for people to gather together!  Sunday worship 
services will support the lessons of the study over a 6 week 
period.  We shall be united in our focus!  Please sign-up in 
the narthex after service or call 905-474-0183 ext. 222 and 
leave a message. 
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SERVICE TIME...We will continue to gather as one 

congregation on Sunday mornings to 
enjoy worship together at 10:00 a.m. up 
to and including Thanksgiving Sunday, 
October 13th.  Then we will return to two 
services at 9:30 (with Sunday School) 

and 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, October 20th. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WE WILL CELEBRATE...the Sacrament 
of Communion on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 
6TH and NOVEMBER 10TH during our 
worship service.  Volunteer servers are 
required – check Sally’s bulletin board to 
sign up.  Thank you. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM...will be celebrated in 

November and again in January.  An 
information session will be held on 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9TH and 
interested parents are asked to speak to 
Rev. Clubine or Sally as soon as 

possible. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
YOUR CHURCH FINANCES...A summary of 
our receipts and expenditures relating to the 
operations of the church are as follows (as of 
August 31, 2013): 
 
 Year to Date Year to Date  Year to Date 
         Actual  Budget    Last Year 
Receipts     $178,705         $194,603    $180,237 
Expenditures     $208,181         $224,257    $205,604 
(Deficit)    ($ 29,476)        ($ 29,654)   ($ 25,367) 
 
Thank you for your prayerful and continued support to the 
life and work of your church. 
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MINISTERIAL STAFFING UPDATE...Following the decision 

in our congregational meeting in July to 
disband the Joint Search Committee, the 
congregation of Central is left in a position 
where we have a staffing level of one 
minister against a November 2012 needs 
assessment that defined a clear 
requirement for two ministerial positions.  
 

Under existing United Church process, Central has therefore 
been placed in a “Mission Articulation” status, which requires 
that as a congregation we re-evaluate our vision for our 
mission here at Central and from this redefine our ministerial 
staffing needs. 
 
In its meeting last week your Church Council addressed this 
matter and determined that we should indeed engage in a 
church-wide process to undertake this mission articulation 
work. One of the key conclusions from this discussion was a 
view that we need to fully engage all of our members in this 
process, and not just those who generally attend 
congregational meetings and/or worship with us regularly. 
 
As a first step, we need to organize ourselves and determine 
the approaches we will use to 
engage the congregation in this 
discussion. As such, our first 
priority is forming a team to plan 
and lead this effort, and we are 
hereby seeking members to step forward to be part of this 
team. 
 
At the same time, we need to take actions to address our 
current reality and support Rev. Jim with the burden of the 
additional workload this outcome places on him. We defined 
two actions that we would like to undertake immediately: 

(continued) 
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1. We need a dedicated focus on the needs of our youth 
and young families, organizing programs, services and 
activities targeted at this segment of our 
congregation. Given the JSC outcome, 
the best solution at this point is to seek 
candidates for a paid part time lay 
leadership position. As a first step we are 
seeking input on possible candidates for 
this position from inside or outside the 
congregation, as well as volunteers for a small team of 
members to conduct this search process. 
 
2. Given that we are now a single point congregation, at 
least for the time being, there is a need for more lay 
involvement in our worship services and in the ongoing work 
of our Church. We will monitor this going forward, but at this 
time we have defined two areas where lay members of our 
congregation can serve: 
 
a. Worship service assistance- eg. Announcements,  
 prayers, bible readings. 
 
b. Additional “lay visitation” team members to assist in  
 this important pastoral care work. 
 
Please prayerfully consider how you can best serve the work 
of the Lord here at Central as we undertake these important 
initiatives for the future of your Church and church family.    
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SAVE THE DATE...Our 18th Annual Turkey Dinner will be 

held on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH 
and we hope you will be involved with 
one of the many volunteer opportunities 
(check out Sally’s bulletin board) and 
attend the event.  Tickets, sold in 
advance only, are now available from 

Don Thomson and/or the church office. 
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THE ANNUAL MARKHAM PRAYER BREAKFAST...is on 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd at 7:00 a.m. 
at Hilton Suites.  The speaker this year 
is Dave Toycen from World Vision and 

the event will include a hot buffet breakfast.  Tickets for $35 
are now available from Valerie Clubine. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
“PAR” (PRE-AUTHORIZED REMITTANCE)...is available to 
help you contribute to your church on a 
regular basis.  It also helps the church 
maintain a regular and dependable flow of 
contributions to support its ongoing 
commitments.  If you are not already on 
PAR, please consider making your offering in this way.  
Enrollment forms are available from the literature table in the 
narthex or by sending an email to Sally.  (Then simply return 
completed forms to Sally who will process on your behalf.) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WE WILL TAKE YOUR UNROLLED PENNIES!...(and other 

loose change) to help fill our water jug located in 
the narthex!  Money collected is used to help 
purchase bedkits provided by Sleeping Children 
Around the World to needy children in developing 
countries.  This charity uses 100% of all donations 
to purchase items necessary for a good night’s 
sleep, better health and hygiene, and materials 

needed to attend school.  Check out the photos and 
information leaflets found on the table or go to 
www.scaw.org for more information.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A FRIENDLY REMINDER...When parking in the church 
neighbourhood, you will want to be aware of the 
parking signs and Highway Traffic Act 
regulations.  (Markham Parking Bylaw Officers 
are known to patrol our neighbourhood on 
Sunday mornings.) 
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NAME TAGS...So that we may be a welcoming 

congregation we remind you to wear your 
name tag on Sunday mornings.  For those of 
you who don’t yet have one, just let Sally know 
and she will make one up for you for next 
Sunday.  (Name tags can be found in the file 

boxes in the display cabinet in the narthex.) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
UPPER ROOM & CARE NOTES...Check out 
our literature table for the latest issue of the 
Upper Room daily devotional guide and a 
selection of Care Notes.  Help yourselves! 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PARISH NURSING INFO:  SEPTEMBER IS ARTHRITIS 
AWARENESS MONTH...There are many varieties of 

Arthritis, and, unfortunately, arthritis may 
occur at any age.  Treatment and care 
methods are always improving, and can be 
very effective.  Please see our pamphlets for 

details, search for “Arthritis” on the internet, and/or consult 
your family physicians if you have concerns or possible 
symptoms.  Remember, prayer is always the first choice in 
coping with any illness! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PASTORAL CARE...Should you become 
aware of any illness, bereavement, 
hospitalization, etc., among people of our 
church; please notify the church office as 
soon as possible.  Also, please advise us if you wish to 
be included in Sunday prayers. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
YOUR PRAYER CHAIN…would like to support you in 
prayer.  Please contact Sandra Ackles (905-474-1172 or 

sandra.ackles@rogers.com) with your 
prayer concerns.  Requests are kept 
confidential within the Prayer Chain.  

http://www.scaw.org/�

