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Summer Newsletter 2013 
 

Central United Church, 131 Main Street, Unionville 
www.centralunitedchurch.com 905-474-0183 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUNE 1ST IS UNIONVILLE FESTIVAL 
ARE YOU READY FOR THE FUN? 

 
Do you like food, music and laughter?  If so, be sure to mark Saturday, June 1, 2013 on 
your calendar! 
 
Saturday, June 1st is the Unionville Festival and Central United 
Church is thrilled to participate once again in this amazing 
annual event.  Come and enjoy children’s games, art activities, 
sanctuary tours, a UCW baking booth, BBQ food, a white 
elephant table and live music performed by local talent including 
Mackenzie Mcruer, Rose Brokenshire and Gypsy Blue.  All of 
these activities will be at the church but the rest of Main Street 
will be buzzing with activity too. 
 
Festival is a great time to socialize with members of your church 
family and welcome visitors to Central United Church and Main 
Street Unionville.  
 
Try your hand at an art activity, savour the BBQ food, buy a freshly baked treat and 
listen to musicians and singers performing live on the front lawn of the church.  Rest for 
a while at one of the many picnic tables on the grass or dance in the street – the choice 
is up to you. 

 
If you’ve participated in years past, then you know what I’m 
talking about; if you haven’t, this is one festival you should 
make time to experience!   Sign up today (on the bulletin 
board behind Sally’s desk) to paint a child’s face, serve 
burgers or sell homemade goodies in support of our church.  
Let’s welcome everyone with an open door and an open 
heart. 
 
See you there! 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/�
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SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Worshipping at Central United is an inspirational and ongoing process --- not just a goal!  
To that end this summer we have many exciting opportunities for everyone to come out 
and participate in. 
 
Sunday May 12th is our special Mother’s Day service.  We will be 
continuing the tradition of the outdoor Mother’s Day Tribute Cross which 
will be located by the front doors of the church. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for you to bring a flower in remembrance of a mother who 
has/had a special place in your life.  The end result is a beautiful floral 
memorial to mothers everywhere. 
 

On May 19th, which marks the beginning of Pentecost, our 
summer service hours begin.  There will only be one service 
each week commencing at 10:00 a.m.  Many find this is a 
wonderful time for the whole congregation to meet at one 
service to worship and engage in fellowship together.   

 
The first week in June is always special to Central United.  
This year we have decided to reaffirm our participation in 
the Unionville Festival and as such will have the picnic 
tables on the front lawn.  This gives us the opportunity to 
have an outdoor worship service that Sunday morning 
(weather permitting).   

 
Lemonade on the Lawn will commence for summer Sundays.  
Many thanks to Kathy Hoy who will be purchasing the lemonade 
each week.  A sign- up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board 
for those who can offer their help serving each Sunday. 

 
Just a reminder that we will be worshipping with Bethesda 
Lutheran here at Central United on July 28th and at their 
location on August 4th. 
 
As many of us gear up for summer cottages and vacations, we 
would like to remember, acknowledge and thank our devoted 
and inspirational Ministry team and all who work so diligently 
throughout the whole year to contribute to our Worship experience.  
 
Blessings to all! 
 
 
Nancy Holmes, CHAIR 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
As our regular Sunday School year draws to a close, I would like 
to thank the following teachers, workshop leaders and 
curriculum writers for their dedication and support throughout 
the year.  I am indebted to this team, without whom our 
wonderful children and youth programs on Sunday mornings 
could not run. 
 
Mary Cullen   Ceri Davies  Gail Gayman  Sharon Gayman 
Carol-Ann Freeman  Karen Hauth  Ardith Knechtel Felicity Monaco 
Mark Ono   Pat Ono  Pam Scarrow Doug Stirling 
Eilis Wu    
 
Special thanks go out to Stuart for leading the children in music on Sunday mornings 
and to Scott and Paula Robinson for taking such an active part in our ‘Walk Through 
Holy Week’ drama on Palm Sunday. 
 
To celebrate the end of the Sunday School year and to thank the teachers, workshop 
leaders and curriculum writers we will join in a time of fellowship and food at my home in 
June. 
 
On May 5th we presented Bibles to our Grade 3 students.  This is a Central United 
Church tradition.   
 
A Look Forward... 
 
On May 26th we will be having our Sunday School year end celebration including a 
presentation to the Congregation during the 10:00 service.  
 
Our summer program for ages 3 to 12 will commence in June.  Stay tuned for more 
exciting details. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Leanne Crosby, Sunday School Co-ordinator 
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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT   from Rev. Karl Burden 
 
If you want to be a plumber there’s a 34 week, provincially approved apprenticeship 
programme that gives graduates an entry level certificate opening the door to a possible 
job.  If you want to practice medicine, you need to complete an advanced degree in 
medicine, gain on-the-job experience through a residency program and pass medical 
examinations and other licensing requirements.  No matter what profession or skilled 
job you seek, there are basic requirements that every candidate must meet before they 
gain employment. 
 
If you want to join the Masons or the Rotary Club, there are requirements of 
membership.  If it’s a sport’s team that you want to join, you have to attend practice 
sessions and have the necessary equipment or they won’t let you play. 
 
But what’s required of you to be a member of the Christian Church?  I fear the answer 
to that question is too often, ‘just turn up’.  Depending upon the congregation, you may 
be asked to sit in on a short, one or two session course if you seek full membership, but 
apart from that the requirements are pretty lax. 
 
Perhaps this is why so many Christians are absentee members, seen at church only on 
special holy days such as Christmas and Easter.  Not enough is being expected of 
those who call themselves Christians. 
 
How much different would the church be if all its members were required: 

1) to read the whole New Testament and to acknowledge the Bible as the 
foundational authority of their faith; 

2) to make their statement of their faith to the whole congregation; 
3) to promise to become actively involved in one or more congregational 

activities; 
4) to commit to involvement in at least one outreach ministry; and  
5) to donate a tithe in support of their church’s ministries! 

Many congregations in Canada today are worried because they’re losing members.  
They wonder why they aren’t attracting younger families.  And why so many of their 
young people stop attending church as soon as they are old enough to say, ‘No, I don’t 
want to go anymore!’    
 
I wonder, could the reason these things are happening be that we haven’t expected 
enough of our members?  Jesus said, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” (Matt. 8:34)  To the rich, young 
man He said:  “Go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”  (Matt. 19:21)  I don’t think He expects 
anything less of His followers today?  Do you? 
 
If we want to revive our congregation, it’s time we examined our expectations for 
membership! 
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JOINT SEARCH COMMITTEE – UPDATE REPORT  
 
We have been blessed to have 18 candidates apply for the vacancy of Minister of 
Families, Youth and Education since February 1st.  We have interviewed five 
candidates to date. 
 
Our intention is to have someone in place in the early Fall. 
 
After we have made a final selection, we still need Congregational approval, and then 
Presbytery approval. 
 
The Joint Search Committee is made of six congregational members:  Leanne Crosby, 

Ceri Davies, Mark Ono (chair), Paula Robinson 
(corresponding secretary), Pam Scarrow, and Doug 
Stirling and two Presbytery representatives:  Rev Linda 
Butler of Richmond Hill United Church and Joy Crawford 
of Queensville-Holland Landing United Church. 
 

The opportunity to learn about men and women serving God, the Church, and the 
community has been outstanding.  It has been a great learning and humbling 
experience to know that they want to serve us. 
 
The journey continues.  We will keep you posted. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
PARISH NURSING INFO-LINKING FAITH AND HEALTH 
 
The May Health Focus is on Hepatitis and Multiple Sclerosis 
 
• Hepatitis is a disease that includes any type of 
 inflammation of the liver.  Inflammation of less than six 
 months is termed acute hepatitis and chronic hepatitis if longer. 
 
• Multiple Sclerosis is an inflammatory disease of the neurological system.  
 
• Both conditions require long term medical care. 
 
We know that faith and prayer are very important factors in any illness, in assisting 
people to cope with their illness and medical care. Your family and friends, as well as 
our ministers, Congregation and the Central United Prayer Chain provide support. 
Please contact Sandra Ackles for more information and resources if required. 
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CENTRAL’S FESTIVAL CONCERT 
 

We will continue with our Annual Joint Choirs Concert on SUNDAY, 
JUNE 2ND at 7:30 p.m. here at Central United.  The Unionville 
Symphonia (including joint choirs from several area churches, 
including our own) will present a Bach Cantata and a Beaudoin 
Mass for your enjoyment.  Be sure to attend this wonderful 
community event! 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
OUTREACH NEWS 
 
Once again the outpouring of care and love for those in need is 
reflected in Central's generous support of the Lenten Project for 
this year.  A donation of $5,000 has been forwarded on your 
behalf to 'Save the Mothers'.  Central was fortunate to welcome 
Dr. Daniel Scott, Managing Director of 'Save the Mothers', to our 
worship services on February 3rd.  Dr. Scott introduced us to the 
amazing work of Dr. Jean Chamberlain Froese, founder of this 
organization, who has dedicated her life to improving the 
maternal health care for women in developing countries. 
 
Sincere thanks to all who supported this project.  A very special thank you to the 
Sunday School students who kept the 'water pipe' flowing with their contributions of over 
$300!!! 
  
At our meeting on April 25th, the Outreach Committee decided to donate (from the 
current Outreach fund) $500 to each of the following organizations: 
 
Reg Reimer (Evangelical Fellowship of Canada) 
Freedom House Orphanages in Haiti 
Share 
Shangilia Children's Home in Kenya 
Camp Big Canoe  
Teen Challenge GTA  
The Samaritan Foundation (Elio Madonia in Dominican Republic) 
 
Thank you for your continuing support that enables Central United Church to reach out 
to people in need throughout the world. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
LIZ DYNES, Chair 
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ATTENTION SENIORS! 
 
Our annual seniors’ luncheon will continue again this year and we 
thank Mary Cullen, Maureen Dudley and Nancy Holmes for taking 
on this project.  This event is our way of honouring our own seniors 
from Central’s congregation and we do hope you will be able to 
attend.  The date is WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26th and the location is 
here at the church.  Although the theme is yet to be announced, I 
expect you will be well entertained!  Sign up at Sally’s bulletin 
board or send her an email if you wish to attend. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ABC NEWS 
 
Appreciation to the members of our Decorating Committee who 
look after chancel duties each Sunday and also delivered Easter 
plants to our shut-ins just before Easter.  The gifts and visits were 
most appreciated.  And thank you to all who donated to our “flower 
fund” making this Easter flower project possible. 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped out with our Annual Beef 
Dinner in April – it was a great success, both in ways of 
community and church fellowship as well as a fundraiser, raising 
$4,763 for our general and outreach funds.  Special thanks to Jim 
Wright who did an outstanding job organizing and leading this 
event. 

 
And a final note of appreciation to Gail Gayman who once again 
hosted our Easter Sunday breakfast following our annual Sunrise 
Service.  It was delicious as usual! 
 

Blessings to Barb Cooper for the death of her husband Garvin; to the 
Thomas family for the death of long time member Bill Thomas; to Jim 
Clubine, Sandra Kuwabara and Susan Fyfe for the death of their 
respective fathers; Vic & Sheila Fitzakerley for the death of their son-in-
law; Joan Hubbert for the loss of her sister-in-law and brother-in-law.  
(And also a thank you from Sally Sandiford for support to her and her 
children for the death of their father as well as her sister-in-law.) 
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Congratulations and welcome to Grace Evelyn Parish who was 
baptized recently:  We are also pleased to welcome new 
members:  Paul and Carol-Ann Freeman, Krista Robinson Holt, 
Joan Hubbert, Christopher Laird, Don Newnham, Sandy and 
Scott McKay, Andrea Stella and Anthony Tessarolo. 
 
We also congratulate this year’s Teen Confirmation Class:  
Alana MacLean, Bradley MacLean, Kevin McGuire, Drew 
McWhirter and Rachel Snelgrove.  We enjoyed a great day of 
celebration as these teens professed their faith and played a 
leadership role in the service on March 3rd.  Thank you to Agnes 
Willerding and team for hosting a lovely lunch for the families 
afterwards. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Central News is published quarterly for the 
congregation of Central United Church.  
Material for future editions is accepted 

anytime.  The next deadline is August 1, 
2013.  The Rally Day newsletter will be sent 
out on or about August 15th.  Place material 

in Sally Sandiford’s mail slot or email to 
sally@centralunitedchurch.com.  Thank you. 

 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com�

