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RALLY DAY - SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8TH 
 

We hope that you have all enjoyed a wonderful summer of 
refreshment, relaxation and reconnection with family and friends.  

Our Rally Day this year will be celebrated on Sunday September 8th 
at 10:00 a.m. with an indoor worship service.  We will continue our 

tradition of corn roast and hot dog lunch (outside, weather 
permitting) after the service.   

We look forward to reconnecting with our church families and friends! 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THE MARKHAM JAZZ FESTIVAL 
Saturday, August 17th at Central 

Jazz Vespers at 5:30 p.m. 
 

The Fourth Annual Vespers Service for the Markham Jazz 
Festival is hosted by Central United Church.  Music Director Stu 
Beaudoin at the piano is joined by Nancy Nourse (flute), Brendan 
Moratz (bass), and Mary Thomas Nagel (vocals). 
 
This quartet uses upbeat and introspective settings plus sacred 
text to amplify liturgy and congregational singing to finish the 
journey.  
 
Does jazz trivialize or uplift the sacred and Holy?  Come and 
listen for yourself. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ONE SERVICE WILL CONTINUE TO THANKSGIVING! 
 
Mark your calendars!  We will continue to gather as one congregation for 
10:00 a.m. Sunday morning worship up to and including Thanksgiving 
Sunday, October 13th this year.  The return to two Sunday morning worship 
services (9:30 and 11:15 a.m.) will occur on October 20th! 
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FORE FUN AND FELLOWSHIP - GOLF AND DINE AFTERNOON 
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th, 3 p.m. tee off, dinner at 6 p.m. 
 
Come out and play nine holes of golf at the picturesque Heather Glen Golf Course  on the Oak 
Ridges moraine in Pickering.  Scenic views, picturesque holes, and loads of challenge and fun.  
 
Price includes golf and cart for nine holes, prizes, and a delicious meal 
(choice of chicken or steak) with a baked potato, corn on the cob, and 
caesar salad.  $52 for golf with a steak dinner, and $50 for chicken.  All 
taxes and gratuities included. 
 
If you would like to join the golfers and come for the dinner only, cost will 
be $25 for the chicken and $27 for the steak. 
 
You can sign up as a foursome, a twosome, or as an individual golfer and 
you will be placed in a group.  
 
Be sure to sign up on Sally’s bulletin board to be part of this fun social event with your church 
community.  For more information or questions, please call or email Mark Ono at 905-294-5644 or 
mpono@rogers.com  
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FROM YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL... 
 

A congregational meeting was held on Sunday July 7th to review 
the candidate recommendation from the Joint Search Committee 
for the position of Minister of Families, Youth and Education.  The 
requirement for the position had previously been approved by the 
congregation in November 2012. 
 
The outcome of the meeting was that the motion to approve a call 

of the candidate selected by the Joint Search Committee did not obtain the two-thirds’ majority 
required from the 43 members in attendance, and was therefore defeated.  As such, the Joint Search 
Committee, having completed their work, was also disbanded.  
 
This outcome leaves Central with a vacant position against our current needs assessment.  We will 
therefore need to formally re-evaluate the wishes of the congregation with regards to Ministerial 
staffing, especially with regards to the needs of our youth and young families.  Your Church Council 
will address how to best engage the congregation in this evaluation process at its next meeting in 
September.  In the meantime, your feedback and input is welcome. 
 
 
JIM WRIGHT 
Chair, Church Council 
 

mailto:mpono@rogers.com�
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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK... 
 
“Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart.” 

(2 Corinthians 4:1) 
 

Disappointments come to our faith life; disappointments come in church life.  
When they come, discouragement laps at our hearts; we understand why 
people lose heart.  In September of 2011 a three-pronged renewal strategy 
was undertaken at Central United.  The three initiatives were to launch small 
group ministry, to upgrade our website, and to add a Minister of Families, 
Youth, and Education.  The first of these two initiatives have proceeded; 
however, at a July 7th congregational meeting the motion to call a candidate 
for this ministry position was not approved. 

 
It is important to acknowledge our disappointments.  The decision not to proceed is doubtless 
discouraging to the search team that worked so hard to find a suitable candidate.  Many are 
discouraged they couldn’t vote “yes” because of financial challenges for our congregation entailed by 
adding a ministry team member.   
 
It is important to express our gratitude to the search team members who gave so much time and 
careful deliberation to the work of finding a candidate.  You did excellent work in fulfilling the mandate 
given you by the congregation.  It is important as well to hear the collective voice of the church 
expressed at the congregational meeting. 
 
It is also important to reflect on what this decision, with respect to the third renewal initiative, means 
for our future as a congregation.  Questions like, “what will we do to support youth and young 
families” and “what is the vision we have in the short and long term,” need to be re-assessed.  
 
In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthian church it is clear that something traumatic has happened to 
him.  The reason he said “we do not lose heart” is because we are engaged in this ministry by God’s 
mercy.  Central United belongs to Christ; he is the reason we do not lose heart. 
 
I have something I am asking all of you to do.  Pray for the church.  I am not suggesting that you have 
not been praying; I call you to make this Fall a special season of prayer.  Pray that the Lord of the 
church will ignite our imaginations to see the future he has in mind for our congregation and enable 
us so to do. 
 
Every Blessing, 
 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 
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CHURCH-WIDE SMALL GROUP STUDY THIS FALL! 
 
“Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  (Matthew 18:20) 
 
We are excited to announce the second annual church-wide, 6 week DVD small group study entitled: 
 
Simply Christian:  Why Christianity Makes Sense 
October 20th – November 29th, 2013 
 
Groups of all sizes will meet weekly at various times during the week in 
people’s homes, the church or any other place where a DVD can be viewed.    
Sunday worship services will support the lessons of the study over the 6 
week period.  We shall be united in our focus! 
 
But what is a small group? – It is a group of people who meet weekly to 
study, share and support one another in their Christian lives. 
 
Why should I join a group? Why is this important? –You will feel more connected to the church, 
people and God.  You will spend more time in the Bible and better understand it.  You will receive 
support from other believers.  You will grow spiritually. 
 
What happens at a typical small group meeting? – During the Fall campaign, every group will be 
doing the church wide study.  There will be social time, followed by viewing of the DVD and 
discussion questions led by your HOST and light refreshments.  Meetings will run about 1 ½ hours. 
 
How long will the groups last? – After the completion of the Fall study, each group will determine 
how it wants to proceed in its activities.  Resources will be made available. 
 
What is the required commitment? –During the Fall study, there is a 6 week commitment to attend 
weekly meetings which helps to build and maintain strong relationships.  However, we will provide 
ways to stay connected when “Life” may require you to miss any of the sessions! 
 
What do I need to do? 
 
On Rally Sunday, visit the Small Groups table in the Narthex for information about group times or 
to create your own group.  A group can be any size (even two people works!) and meet any place 
where it is possible to view a DVD. Sign-ups for groups will continue until the middle of October. 

 
Consider being a HOST:  opening your home, providing a snack and 
following the discussion outlines.  No experience necessary!  Pick up a 
HOST Information Kit and a copy of the DVD if you are interested in 
hosting a group! 
 

ASK QUESTIONS!  Contact any of us on the Small Groups Committee:  Martha Stirling, Pat Ono, 
Ruth Duffield, Sharon Laird, Mark Ono, Rev. Jim Clubine, Sandra Ackles, Valerie Clubine or 
Christopher Laird 
 
We are prayerful that everyone will participate! 
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SPRING FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 

There were two goals that we hoped to achieve through 
our Spring Financial Campaign:  to bring local givings in 
line with our budget forecast – ensuring our ability to fund 
the Church’s ongoing operating expenses and, MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, to increase the number of members 
who regularly donate to “local” (as we have seen a 
significant decline in active contributors compared with 
2012). 
 

The financial aspect of our campaign was a success – as local givings to the end of July are only 
slightly behind budget and are actually ahead of last year.  As a result, we want to thank all of the 
members of the congregation who took the time to review their financial commitment to the Church.  
We all know that these are challenging financial times, and the increased support that we received 
speaks to the dedication of our membership.  We also want to thank those that took the time to 
respond to our request for comments/suggestions regarding the financial situation that we faced in 
the Spring – and please feel free to continue providing comments/suggestions into the future. 
 
Regrettably we were not as successful with our goal of bringing back contributors, as the number of 
regular contributors did not increase during the campaign – so the increased givings were from 
members who were already supporting the Church on a regular basis.  Council will have to look at 
this issue on an ongoing basis to determine how to best deal with declining participation. 
 
Thanks again for your ongoing financial support of the Church. 
 
 
GARY CROSBY         MIKE MOORE 
Chair, Finance         Treasurer 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BOOK CLUB NEWS 
 
Our group generally meets once a month (Wednesday) for lively book discussion, 
delicious refreshments and great fellowship in the Friendship Room at 10:00 a.m.  
Here is our reading schedule; all are welcome to join our group anytime.  Please 
contact Carole Beam (905-233-4659) if you require any further information. 
 
  September 25th  “Sarah’s Key” (Tatiana de Rosnay) 
  October 23rd   “Love Anthony” (Lisa Genova) 
  November 27th  “The Kitchen Counter Cooking School” (Kathleen Flinn) 
  January 22nd   “Language of Flowers” (Vanessa Diffenbaugh) 
  February 26th   “I Shall Not Hate” (Izzeldin Abuelaish) 
  March 26th   “Loving Frank” (Nancy Horan) 
  April 23rd   “Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet” (Jamie Ford) 
  May 28th   “Gone Girl” (Gillian Flynn) 
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CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

On October 6th we will be celebrating Worldwide Communion Sunday 
joining with other churches in participation of the communion service.  We 
will offer this Sacrament again on November 10th (Remembrance 
Sunday).  In this special service, we 
traditionally pay tribute to all surviving war 
veterans from our congregation.  Our list 
of those who served include:  Howard 

Alton, Jim Beierl, Douglas Campbell, Jack Fortnum, Reg Gray, Bill 
Newnham, Doug Patterson, Harvey Patterson, Al Saunders, Bert 
Taylor and Bob Woods.  If we have missed your name, please let 
us know so that we may appropriately pay honour to all who 
served. 
 
 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism will be held on Sunday, November 3rd.  For 
those parents wishing to explore Baptism for their children, we ask that you 
contact Rev. Dr. James Clubine before the end of September.  An 
information seminar to help parents prepare for this important step in their 
children’s lives will be held on Wednesday, October 9th. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE – OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 
We had a wonderful response last Fall when we filled a record number of 
shoe boxes for the needy children of the world.  This is a rewarding “hands 
on” outreach program where everyone can participate – moms, dads, kids, 
grandparents, friends, neighbours and, yes, even fellow co-workers.  The 
more boxes we fill, the more smiles we’ll put on children’s faces who may 
otherwise not receive even one gift at Christmas time.   

 
The kick-off date will be the end of September at which 
time uniform-sized shoe boxes will be made available at 
the church.  There will be more detailed information in 
September and please keep an eye open for a sample 
shoebox and its contents that will be on display in the 
narthex.  Let’s all start planning and talking about this fun 
project that will mean so much to the children receiving 
the gift boxes. 
 
 

 
 
 



Central United Church, Unionville [7] Fall 2013 Newsletter 

"A B C NEWS" 
 
Appreciation...Thanks to Mary Cullen, Maureen Dudley and Nancy Holmes 
who organized and hosted our Seniors’ Luncheon in June.  These ladies (and 
helper Kathy Hoy) worked very hard in the kitchen and served a delicious meal, 
followed by a talk from Central’s own Graham Knope.  Graham shared his 
impressions and a very inspirational message about a recent visit to Rwanda.  It 
was a wonderful day and a great way to honour our seniors in such a special way. 
 
 

And, thank you to members of our Joint Search Committee for their 
dedication and hard work during the past year to present a ministerial 
candidate for our congregation.  Much time and effort was given by 
members Mark Ono, Leanne Crosby, Ceri Davies, Paula Robinson, Pam 
Scarrow and Doug Stirling and we do appreciate your commitment to this 
task. 

 
 
We extend special thanks to Henry Wong for patching, sanding and painting a couple 
of rooms in the church office and to Rudi Willerding for adding much needed weather 
stripping to our windows.   
 
 

We also thank and congratulate the “Monday night small group” for hosting 
the Church Sunday Social event in June with a “Burgers and Berries” BBQ.  
Over 100 people attended and enjoyed a great meal and time of fellowship 
on the church lawn. 
 
 
 

 
Blessings…and condolences to Rev. Jim and Valerie Clubine for the death of 
Jim’s mother Janella.  Sympathies also to the Stirling family for the death of Martha’s 
dad this Spring and to Janice Garel and family for the loss of her mom, church 
member Thorelle Ford.  As a congregation, we also mourn the loss of other church 
members who have passed away recently:  Sue Ross, Evelyne Payne and Allan 
Windrem. 
 
 

Branch Duncan is moving from her long time residence in Markham to Wyndham 
Gardens.  Branch has volunteered for many years at Union Villa and Heritage 
Centre, so will be right at home!  Deen Watts has moved to Toronto and we wish 
her well in her new condo.  And, long-time member Reta Foster has moved from 
Unionville to take up residence at Stouffville Creek Retirement Home (but we 
hope she will still visit us at Central from time to time.) 
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.....continued 
"A B C NEWS" continued 
 
Congratulations...to Walter and Pat Radko who recently celebrated 65 years of marriage and 

Ralph and Marj Garbe who marked 50 years in June!  And Bill and Marein 
Newnham will mark their 65th anniversary in September! 
 
We also celebrate the recent marriage of Erich Knechtel and Jessica Chin 
who were wed here at Central in June.  Upcoming weddings include an 
August ceremony for Anthony Tessarolo and Andrea Stella as well as one 
in September for Katherine Wetmore and Jeff Bryan.  Congratulations to all 
with best wishes for God’s blessings on your married lives together. 

 
 
And, last but not least, we are pleased to welcome 3 new arrivals to our 
church family:  Andrea, daughter of Nelson Munoz and Suzy Willerding, 
sister to Christian and granddaughter to Rudi and Agnes; Faith, daughter 
of Don and Esmeralda Newnham and granddaughter to Bill and Marein; 
and Max, son of Glenn and Jennifer Cruzet, brother to Mason and 
grandson to Carole Beam. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Central News is published quarterly by the church office for the 
congregation of Central United Church.  The next deadline is 

November 1, 2013.  The Advent/Christmas edition will be sent out on 
or about November 15th.  Place material in Sally Sandiford’s mail slot 

or email to sally@centralunitedchurch.com.  Thank you. 
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