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RALLY DAY - SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH 

 
We hope that you have all enjoyed a wonderful summer of 

refreshment, relaxation and reconnection with family and friends.  
Our Rally Day this year will be celebrated on Sunday September 7th 
at 10:00 a.m. with an indoor worship service.  We will continue our 

tradition of corn roast and hot dog lunch (outside, weather 
permitting) after the service.   

We look forward to reconnecting with our church families and friends! 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10:00 A.M. SERVICE TIME! 
 
Instead of returning to two services this fall, it 
has been decided that we will continue to 
gather as one congregation on Sunday 
mornings.  Please join us in the sanctuary for 
worship at 10:00 a.m.  The corporate prayer 
time will continue to be held at 9:40 a.m. in 
the Friendship Room. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK... 
 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.”  (Acts 2:42) 
 

In last year’s newsletter I asked the congregation to do something.  I asked 
you to pray; pray that the Lord of the church will ignite our imaginations to 
see the future he has in mind for our congregation and enable us so to do.  I 
am grateful for those who were led to gather for a corporate prayer time at 
the church; I am grateful for prayers both corporate and private. 
 
This fall I am asking you to consider what God is enabling you to do.  The 

first disciples, in response to all that God did in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching (study of scripture) and fellowship (meeting together as 
believers), the sacrament of the Lord’s supper (the sacrament of Christ’s sustaining of faith) and the 
prayers. 

continued 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE continued 

 
Believers in 2014 need to be similarly devoted.  Yes, our worship and fellowship gatherings look 
different that those of the first disciples but the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, sacrament, and prayers 
remain elemental to what we do.  It is my conviction that God is calling us to offer the best we can to 
this common task of worship and its elements.  In common praise of the name of Jesus, our Lord has 
promised to draw people to himself. 
 
I am asking you to consider what you might be able to do in this great work of honouring our Lord.  
We need (for example) people who can serve in the leadership of council; who can support our 
worship services in the oversight of our technologies (sight and sound); who can shepherd our 
Sunday school; who will open their home for a small group to meet; who can lend voice and 
instrument to our music ministry; who support Sunday worship by greeting or serving communion or 
as worship host.  Suffice to say there is a place for you to serve. 
 
In our service of our Lord, while we give ourselves “voluntarily” to the work we are not “volunteers.”  
Recall that our Lord gave himself completely for us and in the response of faith we belong to him.  We 
are not our own for we have been bought with a price. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 
 
Thank you for prayerfully considering what you might 
be able to do. 
 
 
Every Blessing, 
Rev. Dr. James Clubine 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEW MUSIC MINISTRY AT CENTRAL 
 

If you haven't been to Central lately we encourage you to come back to enjoy 
our new Music Ministry direction.  We have been blessed to have Sarah 
Wyse join us as the new Music Director.  Sarah has been temporarily in this 
position since mid-January this year, with the leave of Stuart Beaudoin, 
agreeing to a permanent position effective June 2014.  Sarah is a beautifully 
trained pianist with experience in choral leadership.  She completed a 
Bachelor of Music and then Masters of Theological Studies from the 
University of Toronto.  Sarah, her husband Ron and children Sean and Rosie 
have been church attendees and we warmly welcome them to Central. 

 
Sarah brings her own reflective message with her music selection which seamlessly compliments 
Rev. Clubine's Sunday message.  The choir has grown to include male voices, additional women 
choir members as well as our guitarist Claude and violinist Laura.  This summer Sarah implemented a 
"taste of choir" program for two weeks in July and in August.  She offered a Sunday morning practice 
an hour before the service to anyone who was interested in looking at choir participation without a  
 

continued 
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NEW MUSIC MINISTRY AT CENTRAL continued 

 
huge time commitment.  To her delight many showed up and the congregation was treated to a lovely 
anthem at each service by this ad hoc choir!  It is hoped that many of these attendees will consider 
regular choir participation come September (just a love of music is required - no special skills).  The 
addition of many varied voices allows us to worship more fully with our music genres. 
 
It is also Sarah's belief that choir practise should be a social time and to that end choir members were 
treated each Thursday night at 7:00 p.m. to tea, cookies and a short fellowship time before the 
regular practice.  It was a wonderful way to connect to each other and decompress from our hectic 
days before practice.  We are all looking forward to continuing this in the fall!!! 
 
Sarah has committed to three worship services per month and for the 
balance of the Sundays and some special holidays we will be presenting full 
organ music for these services.  John Mole and others will work in 
conjunction with Sarah and Rev. Clubine to provide Central with our 
traditional organ music as well as any future funerals and weddings.  This 
arrangement will allow a full complement of music with appeal to all our 
church members. 
 
We are very excited to begin our new Music season and encourage anyone who would like to 
investigate choir participation further to contact Sarah Wyse directly or speak to Nancy Holmes for 
information. 
 
With a song in our hearts, 
 
Nancy Holmes 
Chair of Worship/Music Committee 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CHURCH-WIDE SMALL GROUP STUDY THIS FALL! 
October 19, 2014 – November 23, 2014  
 
“Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  (Matthew 18:20) 

 
We are excited to announce our third annual church-wide, DVD small group study 
entitled:  GOSPEL IN LIFE:  GRACE CHANGES EVERYTHING 
 
But what is a small group? – It is a group of people who meet weekly to study, 
share and support one another in their Christian lives.  As we have for the past 2 
years, groups of all sizes will meet weekly at various times during the week in 
people’s homes, or any other place where a DVD of Gospel in Life:  Grace 
Changes Everything can be viewed.  Sunday worship services will support the 
lessons of the study over the study period.  We shall be united in our focus! 
 

continued 
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CHURCH-WIDE SMALL GROUP STUDY THIS FALL! 
continued 
 
Why should I join a group? Why is this important? –You will feel 
more connected to the church, people, God and our Saviour; by 
spending more time in the Bible you will have a better understanding of it 
and its place in our lives today; you will receive support from other 
believers; and you will grow spiritually. 
 
What happens at a typical small group meeting? – During the fall 
campaign every group will be studying Gospel in Life:  Grace Changes Everything.  There will be a 
social time with light refreshments, followed by viewing of the DVD and discussion questions led by 
your HOST.  Meetings will run about 1 ½ hours. 
 
How long will the groups last? – After the completion of the 6 week fall study each group will 
determine how it wants to proceed.  Resources will be made available for those who wish to continue 
to meet. 
 
What is the required commitment? –During the fall study, there is a 6 week commitment to attend 
weekly studies of Gospel in Life:  Grace Changes Everything.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
build and maintain strong relationships.  For those who cannot attend every session, we will provide 
ways to stay connected with the study.  You will also find that each lesson stands well on its own, so 
don’t worry if you are not able to come every week. 
    
What do I need to do? On Rally Sunday, visit the Small Groups table in the Narthex for information 
about group times.  If you wish to create your own group, we can provide you with all the resources 
you need.  A group can be any size (even two people works!) and meet any place where it is possible 
to view a DVD.  Sign-ups for groups will continue until the middle of October. 
 

Consider being a HOST:  opening your home, providing a snack and 
following the discussion outlines is all that is required.  No experience 
necessary!  Pick up a HOST Information Kit and a copy of the DVD if you 
are interested in hosting a group! 
 
ASK QUESTIONS!  Contact any of us on the Small Groups Committee:  
Martha Stirling, Pat Ono, Ruth Duffield, Sharon Laird, Rev. Jim Clubine, 
Valerie Clubine, Eilis Wu, Linda Patterson 

 
It is our goal that everyone at Central United is connected with a group for the study of GOSPEL IN 
LIFE:  GRACE CHANGES EVERYTHING.  Please prayerfully consider joining us as we strengthen 
our faith and our church through this study of God’s Word. 
 
Your Small Group Team is looking forward to your participation! 
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AN UPDATE ON OUR PARISH NURSIING HEALTH MINISTRY 
 
Sandra Ackles, after 14 years of involvement, has retired from her 
voluntary position as Parish Nurse for Central United Church.  
Sandra extended a tremendous amount of work and effort into the 
Parish Nurse role since the ministry began here in 2000 and we 
thank her for her passion and dedication.  We hope to formally 
recognize Sandra’s ministry at a later date. 
 
Your Church Council is still considering our options for the Parish Nursing program going forward and 
are interested in your feedback.  Please speak with either Scott Wetmore or Jim Wright. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

On October 5th we will be celebrating Worldwide Communion Sunday joining 
with other churches in participation of the communion service.  We will offer this 
Sacrament again on November 9th (Remembrance Sunday).  In this special 
service, we traditionally pay tribute to all 
surviving war veterans from our congregation.  
Our list of those who served include:  Howard 
Alton, Jim Beierl, Douglas Campbell, Jack 

Fortnum, Bill Newnham, Doug Patterson, Harvey Patterson, Al 
Saunders, Bert Taylor and Bob Woods.  If we have missed your 
name, please let us know so that we may appropriately pay 
honour to all who served. 
 
 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism will be held on Sunday, November 2nd.  For 
those parents wishing to explore Baptism for their children, we ask that you 
contact Rev. Dr. James Clubine before the end of September.  An 
information seminar to help parents prepare for this important step in their 
children’s lives will be held on Wednesday, October 7th. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CENTRAL’S BOOK CLUB 
 
Our group generally meets once a month (Wednesday) for lively book discussion, 
delicious refreshments and great fellowship in the Friendship Room at 10:00 a.m.  
All are welcome anytime – our first meeting is Wednesday, September 17th and the 
book for discussion is “The Orenda” by Canadian author Joseph Boyden.  Please 
contact Carole Beam (905-233-4659) if you require any further information. 
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ANNUAL TURKEY DINNER! 
 

As one of our major fundraisers for the general and outreach funds of our church, 
we are hoping to host this very popular community event again this year in 
November.  In order to do so, however, we need someone to take on the planning 
and leadership role.  After over 15 years, it is rather a “well-oiled machine” so to 
speak and there is support available from past co-ordinators.  Please speak to Jim 
Wright to help you consider this valuable service to your church. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
YOUR PRAYER CHAIN 
 
Central has, for many years, offered the prayers of a Prayer Chain to our 
congregation.  A dedicated group of church members would pray individually 
and regularly for those requesting spiritual support for themselves and their 
friends and family.  Examples of requests would include recovery from 
illness, coping with grief, job loss, or any life situation that requires support. 
 
With the retirement of the former Prayer Chain members, we are pleased 
that a new group will be starting this fall and they would be most pleased to 
accept any requests you might have.  Please direct all such requests 
through the church office (telephone or email) and these will be passed 
along for prayer.  All concerns will remain confidential with church staff and 
prayer chain members, under the guidance of Rev. Karl Burden. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
OUTREACH PROJECTS 
 
Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child 
 

Last fall, as in several past years, we had a tremendous response to fill shoe 
boxes for needy children of the world.  This is a very rewarding Christmas 
outreach program for all adults who care about children and for children who 
wish to share their good fortune with kids less fortunate.  By generously 
filling shoe boxes with useful and fun things, we can help the Christian 
organization, Samaritan’s Purse, to distribute as many Christmas gift boxes 
as possible.  We would like to be involved with this project once again. 
 

The kick off date is planned for Sunday, September 28, 2014.  The uniform sized packing boxes will 
be available at our church. More detailed information will follow in September.  Let’s keep this special 
event in our hearts and minds and plan to make a lot of children very happy. 
 

continued 
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OUTREACH PROJECTS continued 

 
Campbell Soup Labels for Disabled Children 
 
Thanks to everyone who saved soup labels over the past few years, the 
Silver Creek School for Disabled Children has been able to buy 
musical instruments for the children!  For those who haven’t started 
collecting, it is easy!  Just save the complete front panel and UPC code 
from Campbell's soup labels (including the CHUNKY brand and V8 
Splash).  For ready to serve broths or Pepperidge Farm Goldfish products, 
only the UPC code is required.  Once you have a few saved, please place 
them in the box marked "Campbell Soup Labels".  The box is located on 
the bookshelf in the narthex beside where the nametags are stored.  
Please keep them coming!  

 
 
York Region Foster Children/Youth 
 
For the past 12 years Central United Church has helped the Children’s Aid Society.  As of Christmas 
2013, we have now helped over 1,000 children in the care of the Children’s Aid. 
 

Please watch for more news about this program in the Christmas newsletter and if 
you wish to help, please call Heather Keeling at 905-474-1529 or email 
heather.keeling@migroup.ca 
 
Thanks so much for your continued support of the youth in the care of the York 
Region Children’s Aid!  
 

 
 
Sleeping Children Around the World 
 
Be sure to check the church bulletin board for 
pictures of some of the Sri Lankan children who 
received bedkits from SCAW, thanks to your 
generous support of our Lenten Project this spring.  
Katie Sandiford and a team of five other Canadians 
travelled to Sri Lanka in July and, with the assistance 
of the local Rotary Club, distributed 4,000 bedkits and 
took pictures of the children receiving them.  It was a 
wonderful experience and we hope Katie will come to 
share her stories with us later this fall.  Stay 
tuned…………. 

mailto:heather.keeling@migroup.ca
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"A B C NEWS" 
 

Appreciation...Thanks to Mary Cullen who organized and hosted our Seniors’ 

Luncheon in June.  Mary and her helpers worked very hard in the kitchen and 
served a delicious meal, followed by a talk from Central’s own Mark Cullen, who 
talked about “Gardens Around the World’.  It was a wonderful day and a great way 
to honour our seniors in such a special way. 
 
 

Blessings…and condolences to Ken Barnett and family for the loss of his beloved wife Norma.  

Ken is most appreciative of the support he has received from Central and writes:  
“Please express my deepest thanks to the members of Central for their expressions of 
comfort to me and my family in the passing of Norma.  I can hardly believe the many 
members and friends who came to the Celebration of her Life and Faith in Christ.  It 
was a wonderful witness to all who attended.” 
 
As well, we extend sympathy to Lindsay Duffield, wife Ruth and family, for the recent 

death of Lindsay’s Mom.  As a congregation, we also mourn the loss of other church members who 
have passed away recently:  Colin Darg and Barbara Taverner. 
 
 
Shirley McGruer has taken up residence in a retirement home in Burlington to 
be near her daughter; Beth & Dennis Roberts are relocating to Bobcaygeon; and 
Christine Mabey & Colin Townsend with children Brendon, Maya and Bradley 
have moved to Brooklin.  We will sorely miss all these church members and 
wish them well in their new homes. 
 
 

Congratulations...Rev. Clubine recently officiated at the wedding 

services of Bronwyn Wilson & Ted Gorsline as well as Ted Cook & Gloria 
Dupont.  Later this month Elisabeth Carson will be married to Justin 
Malcolm.  Congratulations to all with best wishes for God’s blessings on 
your married lives together. 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Central News is published quarterly by the church office for the 
congregation of Central United Church.  The next deadline is 

November 1, 2014.  The Advent/Christmas edition will be sent out on 
or about November 15th.  Place material in Sally Sandiford’s mail slot 

or email to sally@centralunitedchurch.com.  Thank you. 
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