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Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he 
comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.        .... (Mark 13:35-37) 

 
Advent.  What is Advent?  For many it is the time to get ready for the joys of Christmas—
Christ’s coming or Christ’s advent.  True enough.  Advent does have this theme.  But each 
year, on the first Sunday of Advent, the church kicks off Advent with an apocalyptic passage—
this year from Mark chapter 13.  We read texts that have “end of the world” implications; of 
Christ’s promised second coming or second advent.  
 
So why do we spoil the mood of getting ready for Christmas with such apocalyptic talk?  Well, 
among other things, such a passage reminds us, and our culture, that the stakes in the Advent 
of Christ are exceedingly high.  The Christ of God did not arrive in this world long ago to help 
people be a little nicer, to encourage a few weeks’ worth of charitable giving to a favourite 
charity or the local food bank.  No, the Christ of God came to make straight every crooked 
way, to right every wrong, to upend every injustice, and to reconcile all things—ALL things—to 
himself. 
 
Additionally, if the church cannot proclaim and look forward to the second advent of Christ, 
then in all honesty there is precious little sense in making much ado about his first advent in 
Bethlehem.  If Jesus is not coming back to make all things new and bring in the kingdom he 
talked about all through his ministry, then any celebration of his birth really would be on a par 
with fantasies about Santa Claus and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer or the generic 
“holiday spirit”.  If Jesus is not the Lord of lords who can come back at the end of history and 
judge the living and the dead, then “Silent Night” has all the charm—and all the meaning—of 
“Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire.”  
 
We may not know when he is coming, as our Lord indicated, but we do know who is coming—
it is our Saviour Jesus Christ who gave himself without remainder for our sakes!  Christmas is 
worth our best celebratory efforts.  May your Christmas be filled with great joy in believing! 
 
Advent Blessings, 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/
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WORSHIP SERVICES FOR ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
 
We do sincerely hope that many of you will be able to join us in our celebrations of the Advent 
and Christmas season as we mark the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

November 30th marks the beginning of Advent with communion and 
the lighting of the Hope advent candle.  Following the service, we 
will gather downstairs in the Main Hall for a “soup lunch” to mark 
the beginning of Advent and a celebration of the six week small 
group study.  Everyone is welcome to join this special time of food 
and fellowship. 
 
Then on December 7th we celebrate Peace with White Gift Sunday.  

You are encouraged to bring a “White Gift” to church that day (cash or unwrapped non-
perishable food items).  All proceeds will be delivered to our local Markham Food Bank. 
 
On December 14th, the Sunday of Joy, we will be holding our special Christmas Cantata 
musical service.  This year the choir will perform “Were You There on That Christmas 
Night?”  They will be singing this moving musical to an orchestral accompaniment sound 
track, with dramatic presentation and narration. 
 
Fourth Advent will be celebrated Sunday December 21st which will be full of favourite carols 
and readings along with the advent candle lighting of Love.  Communion will be part of the 
service. 
 
On Wednesday, December 24th, our Christmas Eve services 
will all include lessons and carols.  At 5:00 p.m. we will re-enact 
the nativity story with audience participation.  At 7:00 p.m. and 
10:30 p.m. our services will include communion and the 
candlelit “Silent Night”.   
 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
 
ANNUAL COMFORT SERVICE 
 

Our Comfort Service will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7TH at 
7:00 p.m. and is open to all in our church and community.  This is a 
time for reflection and contemplation on the love of Christ; in this 
service we seek Christ’s comfort acknowledging that for many our 
losses render the celebration of Christmas difficult.  The service will 
include remembering those we miss, scripture reading, prayer, 
Christmas Carols and the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  If you 

feel this service would be helpful to you, please come and be sure to extend an invite to any 
you know (family, friends, neighbours, work associates) who would benefit.   
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 
Hi All: 
 
As always, thank you to everyone for your continued financial support of our Church.  
 
Regrettably our financial challenges continue.  Although our reported deficit of $15,801 as of 
October 31st is only $600 behind our budgeted deficit of $15,227, our local givings are down 
$15,000 from our budgeted projections (and they are 10% lower than last year). 
 
We have been able to manage our expenses this year to keep our deficit in line – but since 
most of our expenses are fixed, it is unlikely that further savings will be achieved over the next 
two months. 
 
Our challenge is that we have budgeted for $50,000 of local 
giving for November and December – an amount equal to what 
was received last year over the same period.  In order to break 
even this year not only do we need to reverse the declining trend 
in local givings over the next two months, but we also have to 
increase last year’s totals by 10% to $55,000 to avoid a deficit at 
the end of the year.  
 
Although we have decided against ending the year with an ‘official’ fundraising campaign, we 
do ask that you evaluate your 2014 givings versus prior years and if you are able - 
please consider increasing your ‘local’ contributions before the end of the year. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
YOUR STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
POINSETTIAS 

 
Our dedicated decorating committee will again be beautifying the church 
sanctuary and narthex with adornments for the season.  This will include 
the placement of poinsettias from December 14th onward.  If you wish to 
buy a red or white poinsettia to place in the church in memory of a loved 
one, please pick up an envelope from Sally’s desk and return same to her 
directly.  You may also pre-order plants for your home – they will be 
available for pick up on Thursday, December 11th.  Cost is $10.  Order 
deadline is December 7th. 
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MITTEN TREE 
 
Again this year we will be having the Mitten Christmas Tree and we’d be 
grateful for your donations of new hats, scarves, mittens and gloves for all 
ages to pass along to “360o Kids” (formerly Pathways for Families, Youth 
and Children of York Region).  Please bring in your items by Sunday, 
December 14th so that the recipients will have them in time for Christmas. 

 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
FOSTER YOUTH 
 
For the past 12 years Central United Church has helped the Children’s Aid Society.  We have 
now helped over 1,115 children in the care of the Children’s Aid. 
 
This year, the Children’s Aid is asking for our help with two groups of youth.  The first group is 
youth ages 18-21 transitioning into their own apartment.  This group of youth need the basics, 
such as: 

- Pots and pans 
- Cooking utensils 
- Cleaning supplies 
- Cutlery 
- Glasses 
- Dishes 
- Tea Towels 
- Towels and Face Cloths 
- Sheets 

 
Extra items also needed include a kettle, toaster/toaster oven and microwave. 
 
The second group of youth are those that need funds to get home for Christmas. 
 
To make a donation, please mark your envelope “stuff a duffle” and place it in the collection 
plate.  A complete list of items, along with the names and ages of the youth in need will be 
posted on the bulletin board beside Sally’s desk.  If you wish to donate items directly, please 
place them in the outreach cupboards beside the front doors.  Laundry baskets make great 
carriers for these kits.  Please remember that since these are gifts that items need to be new.  
 
Please leave donations in the outreach cupboards by November 30th and please make all 
monetary donations on or before December 14th.  
 
If you have any questions, please call Heather Keeling at 905-474-1529 or email Heather at 
heather.keeling@migroup.ca. 
 
Thanks so much for helping the youth in the care of the York Region Children’s Aid! 
 

mailto:heather.keeling@migroup.ca
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“SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS” GIFT BAGS 
 
“Spirit of Christmas” gift bags will be for sale on Sunday, 
November 30th.  Each gift bag sells for $20 (cash or cheque) 
with the full amount going to the Markham Food Bank, and if 
desired, a tax receipt for $20 per bag will be sent to the 
purchaser from the Markham Food Bank.  One of these gift 
bags is the perfect gift for a hostess, something for the person 
who has everything, a teacher/coach/co-worker or a gift 
exchange present. 
 
The gift bags give to others in a few ways.  Each gift bag contains a Christmas Tree ornament 
and a message to the recipient - to hang the ornament on their Christmas Tree, as it 
symbolizes that a local family who relies on the Food Bank for food, will enjoy a turkey with 
their upcoming Christmas Dinner AND the Christmas Tree ornament was bought from Ten 
Thousand Villages, a fair trade organization, who purchased the ornament from an artisan in a 
developing country. 
 
Please think of your gift giving list and who you can buy these special gift bags for.  If you’d like 
to pre-order or have any questions, please contact Ruth Duffield regduffield@gmail.com or 416 
357 1861. 

 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
 

The 34th Annual Unionville Olde Tyme Christmas  & Candlelight Parade 
 

Remember how you felt when you were a child and couldn't wait for 
Christmas Day to come?  Recapture that feeling by participating in 
the Olde Tyme Christmas and Candelight Parade on Friday, 
December 5th, 2014 starting at 7:00 p.m.  Join other members of 
your church family in strolling down Main Street from Carlton Road 
south to the church - a magical way to kick off the Christmas season 
in beautiful Unionville and a great way to let the community know 
that Central will soon celebrate its 175th anniversary.  (Yes, in 2015 
we will celebrate 175 years as a church congregation!)  We'll meet 
in front of the Varley Art Gallery at 6:40 p.m. and make our way 

down the street to the church where we can enjoy hot chocolate and cookies.  . In keeping with 
the theme, please wear old-fashioned clothing such as a coat with a shawl over it, a 
newspaper boy hat, etc.  Please mark December 5th on your calendar.  

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:regduffield@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANTS 
 
Some area churches offer a Christmas drama/musical production and we have had great 
recommendations from members of our own congregation for the following.  In addition to 
services offered here at Central, you may want attend one of these presentations to enhance 
your Christmas celebrations this year: 
 

“Journey to Christmas” – with choir, cast and animals at  

Markham Missionary Church, 5438 Major Mackenzie Drive  
(just east of McCowan), Markham 905-294-5081 
 
Friday, November 28th at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, November 29th at 2:30 p.m. 
Sunday, November 30th at 11:00 a.m. 
 
No tickets are required.  Donations to local charities. 
 
               
 

“Four Tickets to Christmas” – a Broadway style musical at 

The Peoples Church, 374 Sheppard Avenue East (west of Bayview), Toronto 
416-222-3341 or http://thepeopleschurch.ca/four-tickets-to-christmas/  
 

 
 Thursday, December 4 at 7:30 p.m. 
 Friday, December 5 at 7:30 p.m. 
 Saturday, December 6 at 3:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
 Sunday, December 7 at 6:00 p.m. 
  

     Advance Tickets required:  $15 each or 5 for $65 
 
               
 

“Earl’s Diner” Christmas Production with dessert café at 

Springvale Baptist Church, Stouffville Road & Kennedy Road  
905-887-5651 or http://www.springvale.org/  
 
Friday, December 12 at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, December 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Advance Tickets required:  $8 each 
 

 
 
 

http://thepeopleschurch.ca/four-tickets-to-christmas/
http://www.springvale.org/
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YEAR END OFFERINGS 
 

Sunday, December 28th will be our last worship service in the year 2014 
and thus will also be the final Sunday to make offerings to your church to 
be included in this year’s charitable income tax receipt.  If mailing in a 
donation, we ask that you mail it early (even if you wish to date your 
cheque to the 31st) so we can be sure to include it in our year-end 
deposit. (Please note that the church office will have limited hours 
between Christmas and year-end, however, the mailbox will be 
monitored.) 

 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
127 MAIN STREET CONSTRUCTION 
 
The renovation and building addition has begun on 

the former manse property to the south of the 
church.  (It has been quite exciting for church staff to 
watch the work progress!)  For your information, the 
church has agreed to provide the construction crew 
weekday parking in the south end of our lot and 
narrowing of the driveway from time to time as 
required for work on the north side of the house and 
addition.  The church will have ongoing 
communication with the builder to ensure safety and 
access for all. 

 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
VOLUNTEER MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY 
 

Rev. Karl Burden, who is the Chaplain at Union Villa, is 
looking for lay volunteers interested in leading an occasional 
half-hour Friday evening service at Union Villa.  The services 
involve hymns, prayer and a brief message.  Anyone 
interested in volunteering for this important ministry is asked to 
contact Karl at (416) 606-1422. 
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“ABC” NEWS 
 
Appreciation...to all involved in serving in a variety of tasks on Sunday 
mornings:  greeters, worship hosts, powerpoint operators, lay worship 
leaders and gospel readers.  We also thank everyone involved in hosting 
our weekly coffee hours after church on Sundays.  It is a great 
opportunity for refreshment and fellowship with our church community! 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Blessings... Our sympathies to all who have lost loved ones in recent 
months, including the family of loyal church member Bill Newnham 
who died in August; to Doug Stirling and family for the death of his 
step-dad; and to Tiina Derry for the recent loss of her father.   
 
And some address changes:  farewell to Al Loughery who has retired 
to Collingwood; Scott and Sandy McKay who have moved to their 

new home in Creemore; to Graham Knope and Carol Miller who have taken up condo living in 
Toronto; and to Jeanne Lister who has moved to a retirement home in Peterborough.  We wish 
them all well in their new homes - they will be missed.  On the other side, it is good to see the 
return of Jean Kurtz who has recently moved back to the Unionville area. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Congratulations...We were delighted to welcome into church 
membership Brock and Jillian Kingston and celebrate the baptism of their 
sons Soren and Bailey.  We also welcome Soleil Clough and Jack Harley 
by the Sacrament of Baptism. 

 

******************************************************************************************** 
 

Wishing all a blessed celebration of 
Advent and Christmas!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Central News is published quarterly by the church office for the congregation of Central United 

Church.  Our next issue will feature the Lent and Easter season to be circulated on or about 
February 15th.  Written contributions are welcome.  Please email 

sally@centralunitedchurch.com by February 1st.  Thank you. 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com

