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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK... 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love.     (Ephesians 1:3-4) 
 
Convincing people to show up for “spiritual blessings” is a hard sell.  Many consider the spiritual a 
side issue; not essential; for the religiously inclined.  Spiritual life, if it is thought of at all, is often 
regarded as an add-on.  The electronically connected among us may wonder if there is an app for 
that.   
 
The witness of the scriptures is that our world is shot through and through with spirit; that the reality of 
our existence includes but is much more than what the eye can see; that humans are ultimately 
creatures of spirit.  To ignore this reality and to live life as if only the material mattered is to live on the 
periphery of real existence; it is to nibble at the edges of what could be.  The spiritual, the scriptures 
insist, impacts everything else in life. 
 
This fall I am encouraging you to get involved in our small group studies.  We are exploring two great 
chapters of the Bible (Romans 8 and Ephesians 1) that explore the spiritual blessing that God gives 
us in Jesus Christ.  You don’t want to live life without them.  The spiritual life is the opposite of 
something periphery for existence. These spiritual blessings are foundational for life and living. 
 
I often find myself underestimating the gospel; in that it has almost been default thinking that the 
gospel is limited in its address to the spiritual life—as if the spiritual were only a slice of life.  What the 
gospel insists on is that our entire existence is a spiritual existence.   
  
Thank you for prayerfully considering getting engaged in this study.  Our Lord has wonderful things in 
store for us. 
 
Every Blessing, 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/
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CHURCH-WIDE SMALL GROUP STUDY THIS FALL! 
 
Small Groups Ministry at Central United Church is preparing for the launch of a Gospel rich small 
group study!  We are announcing the Fall Church-wide 2015 Study Campaign!   
 
On Sunday, October 18th our six-week church-wide study campaign begins.  Based on a DVD series 
called “Great Chapters of the Bible”, we will study two chapters Romans 8: Climbing to a Place of 
Confident Faith and Ephesians 1: Discover Your Spiritual Blessings. 
 
The Small Group Ministry Team will commence 
group sign up early September – we are inviting 
each to consider joining a group for the six week 
duration.  During the coming weeks, there will 
be announcements providing additional 
information as we finalize the exciting details! 
 
Please receive this invitation with the simple words of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, knowing that God 
has blessed each of us out of the abundance of His love so that we can bless each other! 
 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved." (John 3:16-17) 

 
Studying these two great chapters of the Bible will help us explore the Gospel Truth, growing our 
understanding of what it means to be “Rooted in the Gospel—Serving in Love”.  Let us respond to 
God’s provision of love, by joining together for this commitment to reading, studying, and applying 
God’s word, in each of our daily lives.  Serving Him and one another, in love! 
 
God Bless You each and all!  Amen! 
 
On Behalf of the Small Group Ministry Team, Your Brother, In Christ, 
 
CHRISTOPHER LAIRD 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BEREAVEMENT CIRCLE 

 
Under the guidance of Rev. Dr. James Clubine and Hayward Hann, this 
group meets monthly on Friday afternoons (2:00 p.m.) at Central in the 
Friendship Room.  This is not a therapy session – it will be a source of 
strength and support if you are facing the grief that follows a death.  By 
sharing our stories, common experiences and concerns we can 
discover new strengths and insights which aid in our recovery process.  
All are welcome and you are invited to ask others who may also benefit 
from such a group.  Please let Sally know if you would like to attend.  

(Attendance at previous sessions is not required.) 
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175TH ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES 

 

 
Doors Open Markham 
 
Our doors will be open to the public from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 19, 2015 
and we are looking for volunteers to: 

 welcome people into the church 

 hand out booklets with descriptions of all the stained glass 
windows in the church 

 invite people to take a self-guided tour of the sanctuary and view 
a continuous slide show about the history of our church 

 serve lemonade and cookies ‘on the lawn’ 

 help children ring the church bell 

 encourage children to blow bubbles and create chalk drawings on 
the sidewalk 

 

Please sign up on Sally’s bulletin board.  Let’s show people how friendly we can be! 

 

 
175th Anniversary BBQ 
 

You’re invited to a special BBQ that draws inspiration from those held in 
years gone by.  It’s on Sunday, September 20, 2015 starting at 11:00 a.m. 
right after the 10:00 a.m. church service.  Come enjoy 
roast pork (from Leadbetter Meats), salad, corn on the 
cob, corn bread, lemonade, ice cream and 
watermelon.  Participate in old-fashioned games such 
as egg toss, three-legged race, egg/potato on a spoon 
race, shoe kick and guessing the number of jelly 
beans in the jar.  Choose from a selection of old-
fashioned hats, vests, shawls, dresses and coats and 
have your photo taken at the photo booth.  Children 
can blow bubbles and create chalk drawings on the sidewalk. 

 

Please sign up on Sally’s bulletin board or email sally@centralunitedchurch.com by 
September 13th so we know how many people to prepare for. 

 
A donation basket will be provided at the BBQ where you may contribute toward the cost of 
the food (our cost is about $12 per person). 
 

If you have some “old-fashioned” clothes to loan us for the photo booth,  
please contact Cheryl at 905-477-4384. 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com


Central United Church, Unionville [4] Fall 2015 Newsletter 

 
175TH ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES 

(continued) 

 
 

Anniversary Church Service 
 
The anniversary worship service will be on Sunday, October 25, 
2015 at 10:00 a.m. with special guest speaker Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Stirling who is the minister at Timothy Eaton Church in Toronto.  
Please join us as we celebrate 175 years of serving in love.  A time of 
fellowship and refreshment that includes an anniversary cake will take 
place after the service. 
 

 

Ontario Presbyterian Chorus 
 
Join us for a special musical performance of the Ontario Presbyterian 
Chorus (directed by our own Alastair McCallum) on October 25, 2015 at 
7:00 p.m.  A time for refreshment and fellowship will follow the concert. 
 
 

175th Anniversary Book 
 
Past and current members are invited to contribute stories, photos and 
documents for inclusion in an anniversary book to be produced in 2015.  If you 
wish to submit electronically, please send them to Rev. Karl Burden at 
knburden@rogers.com 
 

 

Church Prints 
 
Commemorate Central United Church’s 175th Anniversary with a signed 
pen and ink print of our church, sketched before the extension was 
added, by artist Dorothy Wintle.  This beautiful print can be purchased, 
custom matted and framed, for $90.00, or unframed for $20.00.  We will 
be taking orders from the sample that is now at the church.  For further 
information, please speak to Valerie Clubine or Cheryl Neave.  This is 
also a perfect gift/memento for anyone who was married or had their 
children baptised at Central.  Make sure to get your order in – we only 
have 45 copies available.   
 
 

mailto:knburden@rogers.com
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CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

On October 4th we will be celebrating Worldwide Communion Sunday joining 
with other churches in participation of the communion service.  We will offer this 
Sacrament again on November 8th (Remembrance 
Sunday).  In this special service, we pay tribute to all 
surviving war veterans from our congregation.  Our list 
of those who served include:  Jack Fortnum, Doug 
Patterson, Harvey Patterson, Al Saunders, Bert Taylor 

and Bob Woods.  If we have missed your name, please let us know so 
that we may appropriately pay honour to all who served. 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism:  For those parents wishing to explore Baptism 
for their children, we ask that you contact Rev. Dr. James Clubine by mid 
September.  An information seminar to help parents prepare for this 
important step in their children’s lives will be held on Wednesday,  
September 30th. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE - OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX PROGRAM 
 
Each year the members of our church have responded so generously to fill shoeboxes for needy 
children of the world.  This rewarding Christmas Outreach Program can become a fun, quality 
sharing-time with family and friends. 
 
In a world where we have so much and others have so little, this “hands on” experience of 
thoughtfully creating boxes with useful and fun things gives us an opportunity to show the children 
that they are not forgotten and that we care about them and love them.  We have a chance to bring 
some joy to their meagre lives. 
 
With each filled shoebox, we can help the Christian Organization, Samaritan’s 
Purse, reach as many children as possible.  We hope many of you will get 
involved and help this worthy cause.  
 
The kick-off date will be Sunday, September 27, 2015 and the final date for 
returning boxes will be Sunday, November 8, 2015.  Shoeboxes and 
instructions will be available at our church with more detailed information in early September. 
 
To those past participants who are familiar with appropriate items for the boxes, we’d like to draw 
your attention to the “end of summer sales” at the stores. This is a good time to start collecting items 
at a more reasonable price; e.g. children’s summer clothing and items that may not be so available 
later on.   
 
Blessings to all, 
 
AGNES WILLERDING 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF ITALY – TRAVEL ANYONE? 
 
Hi Everyone – Jim and I are very excited about our next great adventure 
– a tour of Italy, one of our favourite countries!  We look forward to 
sharing with you our love of Italy, from the beautiful landscapes, 
magnificent art and friendly, bustling cities.  Their history and 
magnificent art is evident at every turn.  We depart on Wednesday, May 
11, 2016 for our visit of the Highlights of Italy which includes: 
 
• Venice: a UNESCO World Heritage site.  
• Verona and Lake Como: a chance to explore the world-renowned lake district, famous for its 
 beauty and exquisite villas 
• Tuscany: some of the most beautiful scenery in the world, we will also enjoy one of their 
 wineries for a wine and olive oil tasting experience 
• Florence: home of Michelangelo’s “David” and the ancient Duomo, Europe’s fourth largest 
 cathedral 
• Capri: a relaxed trip across to this beautiful island, with plenty of time to explore 
• Pompeii: a chance to visit the famous ruins  
• Amalfi Coast: unparalleled scenery as we travel the cliff-hugging roads of this southern 
 coastline  
• Rome: three days to take in the ancient ruins, the treasures of the Vatican and the vitality of 
 this wonderful city 

 
These sixteen days of travel will be comfortably paced and organized so that 
you get the most from your visit.  Rostad are once again our travel providers, 
so we know it will be a stress-free vacation with professional tour guides, first 
class hotels, and deluxe motor coaches.   
 
The price includes all flights, hotels, most meals, sites, admission prices, 
taxes, tips and fuel surcharges.  There is an early booking discount of $300 
for anyone booking by October 31, 2015.   
 

If you would like more information, please pick up a brochure at the church, call me or send an email.  
 
VALERIE CLUBINE 
vclubine@rogers.com or 905-534-0344 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CHURCH LIBRARY 
 
We have a library at the church full of wonderful books for 
reading all year round.  Please come to take a look and sign 
them out to enjoy reading God’s word. 
 
Also please check your shelves at home for church DVD’s and books that you may have signed out 
and not returned so that someone else can enjoy them.  Thank you. 

http://www.rostad.com/view-tour_Clubine1605_Highlights-of-Italy.html
mailto:vclubine@rogers.com
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CENTRAL’S BOOK CLUB 
 
Our group generally meets once a month (Wednesday) for lively book discussion, 
delicious refreshments and great fellowship in the Friendship Room at 10:00 a.m.  
All are welcome anytime – our first meeting is Wednesday, September 23rd and the 
book for discussion is “All the Light We Cannot See” by Anthony Doerr.  Please 
contact Carole Beam (905-233-4659) if you require any further information. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
"A B C NEWS" 
 

Appreciation...Thanks to Mary Cullen who once again organized and hosted 

our Seniors’ Luncheon in June.  Mary and her helpers worked very hard in the 
kitchen and served a delicious meal, followed by a talk from guest Tom Hayes on 
religious art around the world.  It was a wonderful day and a great way to honour 
our seniors in such a special way. 
 

We also thank Mark Ono for organizing a great congregational event with “Golf and 
Dine” on a Sunday afternoon in late June at Heather Glen.  It was a fabulous day of 
fun and food and, through sponsorships and donations, the event raised $770 for 
Sleeping Children Around the World – enough for 22 bedkits!! 
 
 

 
Blessings…and condolences to both Scott Wetmore and John Isaac and their 

families for the loss of their respective mothers.  As well, we extend sympathy to 
Barb Davies for the death of her sister-in-law.   
 
We were saddened to learn of the unexpected and recent death of Don Bell, one of 
our supply organists.  Don also sang with our choir from time to time and his gift of 
music, service to Central and jovial personality will be missed by many. 
 

 
Congratulations...Rev. Clubine recently officiated at the Sacrament of Baptism for Holden 

Campbell, Chloe Redmayne (both grandchildren to Terry & Jackie Coysh) and 
Travis Wilson.  We were also pleased to welcome Debbie Mewhiney into the 
membership of our congregation in June.  And, we congratulate Jamie 
Wetmore and his wife Joanna who celebrated their wedding in Burlington in 
early June.  We wish you God’s blessings on your married lives together. 
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AND JUST FOR FUN! 
 
It’s all how you look at it! 
 
Bad Day Poem 
 
Today was the absolute worst day ever 
And don't try to convince me that 
There's something good in every day 
Because, when you take a closer look, 
This world is a pretty evil place. 
Even if 
Some goodness does shine through once in a while 
Satisfaction and happiness don't last. 
And it's not true that 
It's all in the mind and heart 
Because 
True happiness can be obtained 
Only if one's surroundings are good 
It's not true that good exists 
I'm sure you can agree that 
The reality 
Creates 
My attitude 
It's all beyond my control 
And you'll never in a million years hear me say that 
Today was a good day 
 
***Now read each line from the bottom to top. 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Central News is published quarterly by the church office for the 
congregation of Central United Church.  The next deadline is 

November 1, 2015.  The Advent/Christmas edition will be sent out on or 
about November 15th.  Place material in Sally Sandiford’s mail slot or 

email to sally@centralunitedchurch.com.  Thank you. 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com

