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But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord.                                                                                                          .... (Luke 2:10-11) 
 
The season we call Advent marks the beginning of the church year.  This year—beginning on 
Sunday, November 29 and throughout 2016—we follow the story for the good news of Jesus 
reading the gospel of Luke.  Luke is the author who tells us the most about the birth of Jesus. 
 
I remember fondly my son calling me to tell me that I had a granddaughter—she was the first 
grandchild for me.  Many of you have made and received those same calls.  It is interesting to 
note that we do not usually say to a grandparent—to you a child has been born.  The child is 
born to the child’s parents.  Even though grandparents have a special connection to the child 
we don’t say the child is born to you. 
 
When you reflect on that it makes the angel announcement (above) to the shepherds stand out 
all the more.  “To you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour.”  To you.  The implication 
of the text—and it is surely what the gospel writer Luke wants his hearers to understand—is 
that this child is born to every one of us.  It is God’s intention that we know that this child is 
born to each one of us.  Jesus is surely Mary’s son but he is born to us and for us.   
 
Also note this:  when God gives us his great Christmas gift he gives us himself.  We like to give 
Christmas gifts and see the delight our loved ones take in what they receive.  So much so we 
do plenty of advance scouting to be sure it is something they want.  In less affluent days 
parents gave their children what they needed.  It is important to note that God does not ask us 
in advance about what we would like.  God simply shows up and God gives us himself.   
 
It is apparent in seeing what God has done in coming among us in the Son, that God believes 
we humans need him.  The question Christmas continues to put to us is this:  will we receive 
him as our own?  To you is born this day a Saviour. 
 
Advent Blessings, 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/
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WORSHIP SERVICES FOR ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
 
We do sincerely hope that many of you will be able to join us in our celebrations of the Advent 
and Christmas season as we mark the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

November 29th marks the beginning of Advent with communion and 
the lighting of the advent wreath.  Following the service, we will 
gather downstairs in the Main Hall for a “soup lunch” to mark the 
beginning of Advent and a celebration of the six week small group 
study.  Everyone is welcome to join this special time of food and 
fellowship.  (No sign up is required.) 
 
Then on December 6th we celebrate with White Gift Sunday.  You 

are encouraged to bring a “White Gift” to church that day (cash or unwrapped non-perishable 
food items).  All proceeds will be delivered to our local Markham Food Bank.  (Volunteers are 
needed to do the packing and delivery – let us know if you can spare a couple of hours 
to help out.) 
 
On December 13th, we will be holding our special Christmas Cantata musical service.  This 
year the choir will perform “Bethlehem’s Child” and we expect this will once again be a 
highlight of our Christmas season. 
 
Fourth Advent will be celebrated Sunday December 20th which will be full of favourite carols 
and readings.  Communion will be part of the service. 
 
On Thursday, December 24th, our Christmas Eve services will all 
include lessons and carols.  At 5:00 p.m. we will re-enact the 
nativity story with audience participation.  At 7:00 p.m. and 10:30 
p.m. our services will include communion and the candlelit “Silent 
Night”.  The 7:00 p.m. service will also include a repeat 
performance of “Bethlehem’s Child”.   
 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
 
ANNUAL COMFORT SERVICE 
 

Our Comfort Service will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH at 
7:00 p.m. and is open to all in our church and community.  This is a 
time for reflection and contemplation on the love of Christ; in this 
service we seek Christ’s comfort acknowledging that for many our 
losses render the celebration of Christmas difficult.  The service will 
include remembering those we miss, scripture reading, prayer, 
Christmas Carols and the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  If you 

feel this service would be helpful to you, please come and be sure to extend an invite to any 
you know (family, friends, neighbours, work associates) who would benefit.   
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POINSETTIAS 
 
Our dedicated decorating committee will again be beautifying the church 
sanctuary and narthex with adornments for the season.  This will include 
the placement of poinsettias from December 13th onward.  If you wish to 
buy a red or white poinsettia to place in the church in memory of a loved 
one, please pick up an envelope from Sally’s desk and return same to her 
directly.  You may also pre-order plants for your home – they will be 
available for pick up on Thursday, December 10th.  Cost is $10.  Order 
deadline is December 6th. 

 
******************************************************************************************** 
 

MITTEN TREE 
 
Again this year we will be having the Mitten Christmas Tree in our 
Friendship Room and we’d be grateful for your donations of new hats, 
scarves, mittens and gloves for all ages to pass along to “360o Kids” 
(formerly Pathways for Families, Youth and Children of York Region).  
Please bring in your items by Sunday, December 13th so that the 
recipients will have them in time for Christmas. 

 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
YORK REGION FOSTER CHILDREN/YOUTH 
 
For the past 13 years Central United Church has helped the Children’s 
Aid Society.  We have now helped 1,150 children in the care of the 
Children’s Aid. 
 
This year, the Children’s Aid is sending us the wish lists of the 10 
neediest youth in care.  This will include the single parents.  The wish 
lists will be posted in the church narthex.  
 
As well as these youth in need, there are always infants and toddlers in care that require 
diapers. Therefore, diapers of all sizes are most welcome.  
 
Gifts can be placed in the outreach cupboards by November 29th.  To make a monetary 
donation, please mark your envelope “stuff a duffle” and place it in the collection plate on or 
before December 13th.   
 
If you have any questions, please call Heather Keeling at 416-706-6519 or email Heather at 
heather.keeling@migroup.ca. 
 
Thanks so much for your continued support of the youth in the care of the York Region 
Children’s Aid!  

mailto:heather.keeling@migroup.ca
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“SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS” GIFT BAGS 
 
“Spirit of Christmas” gift bags will be for sale on Sunday, 
November 29th.  Each gift bag sells for $20 (cash or cheque) 
with the full amount going to the Markham Food Bank, and if 
desired, a tax receipt for $20 per bag will be sent to the 
purchaser from the Markham Food Bank.  One of these gift 
bags is the perfect gift for a hostess, something for the person 
who has everything, a teacher/coach/co-worker or a gift 
exchange present. 
 
The gift bags give to others in a few ways.  Each gift bag contains a Christmas Tree ornament 
and a message to the recipient - to hang the ornament on their Christmas Tree, as it 
symbolizes that a local family who relies on the Food Bank for food, will enjoy a turkey with 
their upcoming Christmas Dinner AND the Christmas Tree ornament was bought from Ten 
Thousand Villages, a fair trade organization, who purchased the ornament from an artisan in a 
developing country. 
 
Please think of your gift giving list and who you can buy these special gift bags for.  If you’d like 
to pre-order or have any questions, please contact Ruth Duffield regduffield@gmail.com or 416 
357 1861. 

 
******************************************************************************************** 
 

The 35th Annual Unionville Olde Tyme Christmas  & Candlelight Parade 
 

Remember how you felt when you were a child and couldn't 
wait for Christmas Day to come?  Recapture that feeling by 
participating in the Olde Tyme Christmas and Candelight 
Parade on Friday, December 4th starting at 7:00 p.m.  Join other 
members of your church family in strolling down Main Street 
from Carlton Road south to the church - a magical way to kick 
off the Christmas season in beautiful Unionville and a great way 
to let the community know that we are celebrating our 175th 
anniversary.  We'll make our way down the street to the church 
where we can enjoy hot chocolate and cookies with others from 
the community.  Please mark December 4th on your calendar.  

 
******************************************************************************************** 
 

CHURCH PRINTS AVAILABLE!. 
 
Commemorate Central United Church’s 175 Anniversary with a signed pen 
and ink print of our church.  This beautiful print can be purchased, custom 
matted and framed, for $90, or unframed for $20.  For further information, 
please speak to Valerie Clubine or Cheryl Neave.   

mailto:regduffield@gmail.com
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THE RESULTS ARE IN!!!!! 
 

Thank you to everyone who responded to 
our survey regarding the time of our 
worship services on Sunday morning.  Our 
worship start time has been 10 a.m. since 
we decided to go from two worship 
services to one almost two years ago.  At 
that time, we committed to obtaining further input from the Congregation and reconsider the 
time of our Sunday morning worship service.  Last month, we embarked upon the survey in 
order to receive as much direct input from the Congregation as possible on their preferred time 
of worship.   
 
The results of the survey are in and have been reviewed by your Church Council at its meeting 
on November 3, 2015.  We received responses from 129 households, responding to their 
preferred choice of the start time to Sunday worship - either 10 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.    
 
78 households indicated preference for 10 am (including 4 for 10 a.m. or earlier) 
44 households indicated preference for 10:30 am (including 1 for 10:30 a.m. or later) 
7 households indicated support for either time 
 
In view of these results Council has concluded that we will stay with our current practice of 
commencing worship at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings.    

 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
CHURCH OFFICE CHANGES 
 

I’m still here!   
 
After 22 years in the same location, it was decided this 
summer that, as your church office administrator, I would 
move my desk into the vacant “back” office (formerly used 
by the associate minister).  I have already realized the 
benefit of having a “door” to close at the end of day and the 
ability to keep most of the church records and office 
equipment all in one secure location.  The change has also 
freed up the reception area for other uses, especially on 
Sunday morning during coffee hour.   

 
Please be assured that, although my desk is no longer out in the narthex, I still aim to be 
accessible and “central” to all.  Be sure to come in and visit me in my new “digs” anytime. 
 
 
SALLY SANDIFORD 
Office Administrator 
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175TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
 
Thanks to the hard work of Cheryl Neave and her 
committee, we’ve had some wonderful celebrations 
this year in honour of our 175 years as a 
worshipping congregation:  Unionville Festival, 
Doors Open Markham, September BBQ and 
Anniversary Sunday with Rev. Dr. Andrew Stirling 
and the OPC Concert along with a spectacular cake!  
The celebration continues with our Turkey Dinner 
this month and the Unionville Christmas Parade in 
December! 

 

******************************************************************************************** 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 
Hi All: 
 
As always, thank you to everyone for your continued financial 
support of our Church.    
 
As you have seen in the weekly announcements, the Invest in Your 
Faith campaign continues….as we have not yet achieved our goal of 
$20,000 - which is the estimated amount of additional local givings 
that we need to receive in order avoid a deficit for 2015. 
 
If you are unsure of your total contributions in 2015, and would like to receive a year to date 
statement, please contact Sally in the Church office, so she can arrange for a statement to be 
sent to you.  
 
Thanks for your consideration.   
 
 
YOUR STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

 
P.S.  A note about year-end offerings…….Sunday, December 27th will be our last worship 
service in the year 2015 and thus will also be the final Sunday to make offerings to your church 
to be included in this year’s charitable income tax receipt.  If mailing in a donation, we ask that 
you mail it early (even if you wish to date your cheque to the 31st) so we can be sure to include 
it in our year-end deposit.  (Please note that the church office will have limited hours between 
Christmas and year-end, however, the mailbox will be monitored.) 
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING… 
 

Our Annual General Meeting is an opportunity to celebrate and review our 
past year’s successes and contemplate the year ahead and pass the 
budget for 2016.  This year, we are going to change it up a bit by moving 
from the traditional Friday evening format to SUNDAY, JANUARY 31ST 

after church and a light lunch.  Mark your calendars now and we hope to see you there! 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
 
“ABC” NEWS 
 
Appreciation...to all involved in serving in a variety of tasks on Sunday 
mornings:  greeters, worship hosts, PowerPoint operators, lay worship 
leaders, gospel readers, nursery care givers and Sunday School 
teachers.  We also thank everyone involved in hosting our weekly 
coffee hours after church on Sundays.  It is a great opportunity for 
refreshment and fellowship with our church community! 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Blessings... Our sympathies to all who have lost loved ones in recent 
months, including Doug Patterson and family for the death of 
Elizabeth, and Dale Hoevelmann and family for the passing of Rudi. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Congratulations...to Rev. Dr. James Clubine who, on November 1st, 
marked 12 years of ministry with Central United.  Additionally we 
celebrate having Harvey Patterson join our church membership by 
Reaffirmation of Faith recently.  We also welcome Aiden Lynde by the 
Sacrament of Baptism. 
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******************************************************************************************** 

 

Wishing all a blessed celebration of 
Advent and Christmas!  

 

 

******************************************************************************************** 
 

Central News is published quarterly by the church office for the congregation of Central United 
Church.  Our next issue will feature the Lent and Easter season to be circulated on or about 

February 15th.  Written contributions are welcome.  Please email 
sally@centralunitedchurch.com by February 1st.  Thank you. 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com

