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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK... 
 
Be ready at any time to give a quiet and reverent answer to any man who wants a reason for the 
hope that you have within you.  

1 Peter 3:15 J.B. Phillips New Testament 
 
Our Prime Minister Justin Trudeau visited the French embassy in Ottawa following the terrorist attack 
that killed 84 people in Nice, France during Bastille Day celebrations.  In a book of condolences 
Trudeau wrote “Canada is with France during these moments of shock and sadness.” 
 
In the face of these terrorist attacks I wonder how our Lord would have us respond.  Offering 
condolences and prayers for victims is surely part of such response.  Facing the truth is part of the 
response as well; the truth with respect to the radical Islamic ideology that fuels many attacks. 
 
I commend to you a book by Nabeel Qureshi. Answering Jihad: A Better Way Forward.  Qureshi, at 
one time a devout Muslim, converted to Christianity—his writing opens for us Christians a window for 
understanding.  In the section of his book where Qureshi maps his idea for a way forward he wrote: 

 
“Yes, I do suggest we share alternative worldviews with Muslims as one of our 
methods to address radicalization, especially the gospel. … That is what happened 
to me. As I faced the reality of the violent traditions of Islam, I had a Christian friend 
who suggested that Islam did not have to be my only choice, that there was 
excellent reason to accept the gospel. Apart from the appeal of the foundations of 
Christianity, I can say from my own experience that atheism and secularism offered 
little draw as an alternative to Islam as they were not spiritually robust, a reality to 
which many Muslims are finely attuned.” 1 
 

The Apostle Peter called Christians to be ready to give a reason for our hope in Jesus Christ.  
Qureshi had a Christian friend who did just that.  I encourage you to again this fall take part in the 
small group study.  Such study together helps us to grow in our ability to be ready to “give reason for 
the hope that you have within you.” 
 
Every Blessing, 
 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 
 

                                                 
1 (Qureshi, Nabeel (2016-03-08). Answering Jihad, (p. 147). Zondervan.) 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/
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ATTENTION SENIORS! 
 
Our annual seniors’ luncheon will be held on WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH (note the revised 
date) and we sincerely thank Mary Cullen for hosting this event.  This is our way of honouring our 

own seniors from Central’s congregation and we do hope you will be able to 
attend.   
 
(This event has traditionally been held in June but we thought we’d try 
September this year instead so that we might take advantage of some fresh 
grown produce.) 
 

We’ll serve a home-cooked, and hopefully home grown meal (if the Japanese 
beetles can be controlled!) at Mark and Mary Cullen’s home at 12:00 noon, with 

a short garden tour and talk by Mark afterwards.  (If you’re not up for the tour, we 
have lots of couches for those who like to nap after lunch!!) 
 

Please sign the list on Sally’s bulletin board or send an email to sally@centralunitedchurch.com as 
soon as possible, because space is a bit more limited here.  The Cullen home is about a 15 minute 
drive from Unionville and maps will be made available.  Those needing a ride are asked to speak with 

Sally or Mary and we’ll see what we can arrange. 
 
We look forward to seeing lots of people with hearty appetites!!! 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
AN EVENING OF STORY AND SONG! - STEVE BELL CONCERT 
 
We are very happy to announce an exciting musical experience 
coming to Central!  Be sure to get your tickets for the Steve Bell 
concert being held on THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20TH at 7:30 p.m. 
here in our own church sanctuary.  Steve, a renowned Christian 
musician, will perform with his guitar for an evening of singing 
songs, telling stories and sharing laughs.  A couple of comments 
from his videos……… 
 
“He knows how to translate sorrow and joy (real emotions) into music” (Jane Eisbrenner, Oak Street 
Music) 
 
“He is one guy with a guitar on a stage.  He doesn’t have to be pushy, he doesn’t have to be loud, 
and he doesn’t have to be glitzy.  It was just an invitation to enter into the experience of what he was 
singing about.” (Sam Chaise, Canadian Baptist Ministries) 
 
“Steve Bell makes beautiful music.  His music does what worship should do – it lifts your soul to the 
heavens.” (Tony Compolo) 
 
A limited supply of tickets are available for this event from both Sarah Wyse and Sally 
Sandiford for $15, so don’t be disappointed, and be sure to get yours today! 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com
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CHURCH-WIDE SMALL GROUP STUDY THIS FALL! 
 
Small Groups Ministry at Central United Church is preparing for the launch of their annual small group 
study and are excited to announce this year’s study will be “Soul” by Nate Morgan Locke.  This is a 
journey through the gospel of Mark where you will be able to find out what Christians believe, 
discover the Bible's answers to life's big questions and explore what Christianity is really all about.   
 
On Sunday, October 16th our six-week church-wide study campaign begins.  We will meet in small 
groups throughout the week and the Sunday sermons and scripture readings will complement what 
we study. 
 
The Small Group Ministry Team will commence 
group sign up early September – we are inviting 
each to consider joining a group for the six week 
duration.  It is a wonderful opportunity to learn 
together in a group setting and make some 
friendships along the way. 
 
During the coming weeks, be sure to listen and look for announcements providing additional 
information as we finalize the exciting details! 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SACRAMENTS AND CELEBRATIONS 
 

On October 2nd we will be celebrating Worldwide Communion Sunday joining 
with other churches in participation of the communion service.  We will offer this 
Sacrament again on November 6th (Remembrance 
Sunday).  In this special service, we pay tribute to all 
surviving war veterans from our congregation.  Our list 
of those who served include:  Jack Fortnum, Doug 
Patterson, Harvey Patterson, Al Saunders, Bert Taylor 

and Bob Woods.  If we have missed your name, please let us know so 
that we may appropriately pay honour to all who served. 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism:  For those parents wishing to explore Baptism 
for their children, we ask that you contact Rev. Dr. James Clubine by early 
October.  An information seminar to help parents prepare for this important 
step in their children’s lives will be held on Wednesday, October 19th with 
Baptism Sunday scheduled for November 13th. 
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SLEEPING CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD “UPDATE” 
 
As you know, Central has been a long-time supporter of this 100% charity that provides bedkits to 
needy children in developing countries.  At a cost of $35 each, this congregation has donated funds 
for over 2,000 bedkits in the last 20 years!   
 
My daughter Katie Sandiford is a travelling volunteer with this organization and has just returned from 
her fourth overseas distribution – this time to Sri Lanka as team leader.  She and 5 other Canadian 
volunteers worked with the Sri Lankan Rotarians and members of their military to deliver bedkits to 

4,000 children in 6 days!  Included in that 
distribution were 117 bedkits donated to 
SCAW from Central’s congregational givings 
during 2015!   
 
Here’s an “unofficial” photo of Katie with 10 
of the children who received our gift and, 
although it doesn’t show the entire contents 
of the kit, you can see the children wearing 
their new clothes, including shoes!  Other 
items included a sleeping mat, pillow, 
mosquito net, a second set of clothes, school 
supplies, a backpack and bedding.  Thank 
you Central for your continued support to 
Sleeping Children and also thank you to 
those individuals who helped support Katie 
with her travelling expenses. 

 
And secondly, thanks to the efforts of Mark Ono, Central donated another 23 bedkits from proceeds 
from our annual “Golf and Dine” event this past June.  We had our best turn-out ever and everyone 
had a great day of golf and social time.   
 
 
SALLY SANDIFORD 
Your Church Administrator (& SCAW Volunteer) 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO MARK CULLEN! 
 
Central United Church member and Canada’s best known gardener, Mark 
Cullen, has been awarded one of the country’s highest civilian honours, the 
Order of Canada!  The office of our Governor General, David Johnson, 
recognizes “Mark’s contributions to promoting and developing horticulture 
education in Canada and for his ability to explain how Canadians can protect the 
environment”. 
 
Quite an honour – way to go Mark! 
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CENTRAL’S BOOK CLUB 
 
Our group generally meets once a month (Wednesday) for lively book discussion, 
delicious refreshments and great fellowship in the Friendship Room at 10:00 a.m.  
All are welcome anytime – our first meeting is Wednesday, September 28th and 
the first book for discussion is “The Harem Midwife” by Roberta Rich.  Please 
contact Carole Beam (905-233-4659) if you require any further information. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
19TH ANNUAL MARKHAM PRAYER BREAKFAST 
 

This event will be held on FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER 25TH this year from 7 
to 9 a.m. at the Hilton Suites 
Conference Centre and will feature 
our own Mark Cullen as guest 
speaker.  Greg Benoit will be the 
soloist.  Tickets are $35 each and 
can be reserved with Jim or Valerie 
Clubine. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SOUP LABELS 
 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Campbell Soup Label Program for 
the Silver Creek School for Disabled Children.  After 18 years, this program has come 
to an end and we will no longer be collecting these items.  Campbell’s is now 
focusing on programs to alleviate hunger.  

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OUR “OVER 80” BOARD 
 

Here at Central, we like to pay tribute to our “special” seniors who have reached 
their 80th birthday by honouring them during the month of their birthday and 
including their name on our “Over 80” board just inside the front doors of the 
church.  If you would like to be added to this exclusive list, please let Sally know 
and she will arrange it for you! 
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"A B C NEWS" 
 

Appreciation...to all those volunteers who moved the pews out of the 

sanctuary so that the floors could be refinished and then returned 5 days later to 
put everything back together again.  A special thank you to Randy Holmes and 
Henry Wong of our Administration & Property Committee who sanded the floors 
and applied two coats of varathane.  How we care for the furnishings of the 
sanctuary is a reflection of our commitment to the worship that takes place there.  
Visitors and newcomers will be able to see that the worship of the church is of 
high importance to us at Central simply by the way we care for the space in 
which we worship.  The floors look spectacular! 
 

And a thank you to Rev. Jim and Valerie Clubine from those of us who 
were fortunate to tour with them to Italy this past May.  35 travellers 
(including 14 from Central) had a wonderful experience, one with breath-
taking sights, new-found friendships and delicious food (especially the 
gelato!).  Thank you Jim and Valerie for shepherding us on our 16 day 
tour and for sharing your love of Italy with us! 

 
Blessings…and condolences to Pat Radko whose husband Wally 

passed away in May after a brief illness.  We also extend our 
sympathy to former member Barb Bunting (who now lives in Brooklin) 
for the unexpected passing of her son Jim. 

 
Congratulations...to Brad & Andrea (nee Willerding) Sandbrook for the birth 

of their daughter Jessica.  We also recently celebrated the Sacrament of 
Baptism for Claudia Jean Seemann (daughter of Lynn Cullen and Rene 
Seemann).   
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Central News is published quarterly by the church office for the 
congregation of Central United Church.  The next deadline is 

November 1, 2016.  The Advent/Christmas edition will be sent out on or 
about November 15th.  Place material in Sally Sandiford’s mail slot or 

email to sally@centralunitedchurch.com.  Thank you. 
 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com

