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The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made ...  
           (Jeremiah 33:14) 
 
Advent makes it official; Christmas is just around the corner.  Perhaps your Christmas planning 
and preparation are well underway.  Advent is the season when we begin looking ahead to the 
birth of him whom St. John said “all things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being.” 
 
I know that there is anxiousness over the way we expend ourselves for Christmas.  We 
complain about the over-indulgence in gift-giving, in eating, in drinking, in the events that 
crowd our calendar, and in holiday making in general.  Christians worry over the loss of focus 
on why we have Christmas at all—it seems that the event has been co-opted for any and every 
other purpose.  Every not-for-profit and charitable organization behaves as if Christmas was 
organized for them to do fund-raising; for-profit organizations appear to believe the same thing.  
 
But in the midst of all the over-indulgence, loss of focus, and co-opting of purpose I wonder if 
Christians make enough of Christmas.  Those close to me will know of my resistance to the 
“Santa-fication” of Christmas; I have, at times, been accused of being a tad “Grinch-ish”.  So, 
some of these people may be thinking that I have lost my way.   
 
What I am asking is do I, as a Christian, have an adequate appreciation for the magnitude of 
what is going on at the birth of Bethlehem’s babe?  “I will fulfill the promise I made”, said God 
through the prophet Jeremiah. I think that if we understood the magnitude of what God is doing 
in Jesus we couldn’t design a celebration grand enough to do it justice.  Jesus is God fulfilling 
his promise, made through Israel to humanity, to remedy all humanity’s ills! 
 
Advent Blessings, 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 
 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/�
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WORSHIP NEWS 
It is hard to believe that our beautiful summer has come and gone and we are now looking 
forward towards Christmas!   

 
December 2nd marks the beginning of Advent with communion 
and the lighting of the advent candle.  December 9th is White 
Gift Sunday and the Sunday school will be involved with the 
service. 
 
On December 16th we will be holding our special Christmas 
Cantata musical service.  This year choir and orchestra will 
perform “Child of Peace” at both services.  This is a Mark Hayes 

selection (we have previously performed his "Let Heaven and Earth Sing") and is a stylistically 
creative piece with a traditional and contemporary flavour. 
 
Fourth Advent will be celebrated Sunday December 23rd which will be full of favourite carols 
and readings along with the advent candle lighting.  Communion will be part of the service. 
 
On Monday December 24th, our Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. 
service will be geared to families with children.  Traditionally the 
Sunday School children are involved with this service and the 
focus will be on carols and lessons.  At 7:00 p.m. a carol and 
message service including communion and the candlelit “Silent 
Night” will be held.  Our final service will commence at 10:30 
p.m. being a more reflective service, again with communion 
served. 
 
Sunday December 30th will have only one service at 10:00 am. and then return to our two 
service schedule on January 6th. 
 
As you can see there are so many worship opportunities for you to enjoy over these next few 
months.  We encourage everyone to make time to grow their faith experience through the 
music and messages offered every Sunday. 
 
Blessings to all! 
 
NANCY HOLMES 
Co- Chair, Worship Committee 
 
******************************************************************************************** 

 
MITTEN TREE 
Again this year we will be having the Mitten Christmas Tree and we’d be 
grateful for your donations of new hats, scarves, mittens and gloves for all 
ages to pass along to Pathways for Families, Youth and Children of York 
Region.  Please bring in your items by Sunday, December 9th so that the 
recipients will have them in time for Christmas. 
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ADVENT ADVENTURE 
It's almost December and Christmas is fast approaching.  It will soon be time to think about 
decorating and singing those familiar carols. 
 
So mark your calendars for Sunday, December 2nd for an afternoon of 
crafts and fellowship at "Advent Adventure" from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Cost 
is $5.00 per person or $20.00 per family.  All ages are welcome. 
 
Then at 5:00 p.m. we will share in a pot-luck dinner followed by an Olde-
Fashioned Carol sing around the piano. 
 
Please sign-up on the bulletin board so that we can prepare a place for 
everyone. 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
ANNUAL COMFORT SERVICE 

Our Comfort Service will be held on WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5th 
at 7:30 p.m. and is open to all in our church and community.  This is a 
time for reflection and contemplation on the love of Christ; in this 
service we seek Christ’s comfort acknowledging that for many our 
losses render the celebration of Christmas difficult.  The service will 
include remembering those we miss, scripture reading, prayer, 
Christmas Carols and the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  If you feel 

this service would be helpful to you, please come and be sure to extend an invite to any you 
know (family, friends, neighbours, work associates) who would benefit.   
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
WHITE GIFT SUNDAY 
As already noted, we will hold the traditional “White Gift Service” on Sunday, 
December 9th featuring our Sunday School in the 9:30 service and a regular 
service at 11:15 a.m.  You are encouraged to bring a “White Gift” that day 
(cash or non-perishable food items) to either service.  All proceeds will be 
delivered to our local Markham Food Bank. 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 

POINSETTIAS 
Our dedicated decorating committee will again be beautifying the church 
sanctuary and narthex with adornments for the season.  If you wish to buy a 
red or white poinsettia to place in the church in memory of a loved one, 
please pick up an envelope from Sally’s desk and return same to her directly.  
You may also pre-order plants for your home – they will be available for pick 
up on Thursday, December 13th.  Cost is $10.  Deadline for all orders is 
December 9th. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
We have had a great start to our Sunday School year with lots of fun activities and meeting 
new friends.  New this year is singing with Stuart!  We start each Sunday School session with 
a music practice with Stuart and we hope to show off our new singing skills to the congregation 
soon.   
 
Pre-School and Kindergarten 
The pre-school and kindergarten class are lead by Sharon Laird and Gail Gayman and they 
have lots of stories and fun and games for this age group. 
 
Grade One to Five 

Following our theme of God’s Love, the children in grades one to five 
learned the Noah’s Ark story and how the rainbow is a 
covenant/promise from God.  The children played a game of catching 
all those animals, acted out a drama on how Noah must have felt and 
did some creative baking on the two-by-two theme.  Thanks to Carol-
Ann for writing the lessons, and to Karen, Ardith and Eilis for leading.  
Our second unit focused on spreading the good news about God’s love 
through community and building his church, in keeping with the small 
groups launch!  The children made fish pizza’s, played a matching 
game with the names of the disciples and did an art project making 
shields.  Thanks to Mark for writing the lessons, and Karen and Mark 
for leading them. 

 
Grade Six and Seven 
The grade six and seven class has moved into the newly renovated room on the third floor and 
has made it their own!  They are continuing with the Flyte : faith, life, together program.  The 
past few months have seen them getting to know each other again after the summer and 
discussing the topic of respect.  Thanks to Ceri and Pam for leading this class. 
 
Grade Eight and High School 
The high school class has had a strong start to the year and we are excited to 
see the teens coming out on Sundays to join us for relevant youth discussions 
while enjoying hot chocolate and snacks! Some of the topics we have discussed 
include peer pressure, forgiveness, boundaries, friendship and the nature of truth. 
Thanks to Doug and Leanne for leading this class. 
 
White Gift Sunday 
As we move into the season of Advent, the children in all grades will be preparing for our 
presentation on White Gift Sunday – December 9th.  We will hold one rehearsal for our 
presentation – Sunday December 2nd during our regular Sunday School class.  Please 
encourage your children to participate and join us for this presentation.  It is a wonderful 
opportunity to have all the children involved in a special Christmas event that will be enjoyed 
by our Church families on December 9th.  Thanks to Pam for organizing this presentation. 
 
 

(continued) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL (continued) 
 
Upcoming Special Advent Events 

There are many family activities during this time, so please consider joining us 
to celebrate the joy of this season.  Watch the weekly emails, the website, and 
the Sunday morning electronic announcements for further details.  
 
In early November we had the children and youth preparing Christmas cards 
for some of the seniors of our congregation. 

 
Children of all ages love the carol singing at Christmas time.  So we are 
excited that the children and youth will to be able to be singing Christmas 
carols with Stuart at the beginning of each Sunday School lesson, beginning 
in mid-November.  It’s never too early to start singing Christmas carols!  
 
On December 16th the Musical Cantata will be presented during the service.  
The children are welcome to remain in the service for this musical treat or 
alternatively to come directly to Sunday School.  (There will be no children’s 
story during the service that day.)  The Sunday School children will have a Christmas themed 
lesson as well as celebrate the ‘first term’ attendance with the very popular “Bible Bucks”!  For 
those children who remain in service for the Musical Cantata, please come on down after the 
service for your “Bible Buck” time. 
 
December 23rd will be our very special ‘Happy Birthday Jesus’ party during our regular Sunday 
School time!  Hope to see all the children there! 
 
LEANNE CROSBY 
Sunday School Co-ordinator 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
NEW GRAND PIANO IN OUR SANCTUARY 
We have recently dedicated the new grand piano in memory of Neil 
and Jean Stiver, who were long time members of Central United 
Church and the Unionville community.  The Stiver family very 
generously directed a financial gift from Neil and Jean for Central 
United Church to the purchase of the new piano; we are most 
grateful for this gift to enhance the music of our worship for many 
years to come. 
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SWEET DREAMS CHRISTMAS  
FOR YORK REGION FOSTER CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 
For the past 10 years Central United Church has helped the Children’s Aid Society.  As of 
Christmas 2011, we have now helped over 1040 children in the care of the Children’s Aid. 
 

We continue to focus on the youth ages 16 years and up that are on their 
own, as they are given $882/month to cover their basic needs.  Up until 
age 18 the Children’s Aid has the capacity to assist with other allowances.  
Once over the age of 18, the York Region Children’s Aid only has funding 
to provide the $882/month, plus help with medical bills.  Despite being in 
school, many of the youth over 18 have to carry at least one part-time job 

and frequent food banks, as the cost of rent in York Region is quite high. 
 
This coming Christmas, in response to the request for bedding from the youth ages 18 and up, 
we wish to provide a “sweet dreams” Christmas.  For the youth ages 18 and up we wish to 
provide them with sheets, a pillow case, a pillow, plus a gift card.  The youth ages 16 and 17 
will be given a pillow, pillow case and a gift card.  All of the youth appreciate receiving “brand 
name” hygiene items.  We hope to include these as well. 
 
If you wish to be a part of this project, please speak to Ceri Davies, Kathy Hoy or Heather 
Keeling.  We will be happy to have another volunteer!  This year we have the following 
volunteer positions available: 

1) Shopping, starting mid-November 
2) Packaging the gifts Tuesday December 11th 
3) Driving the gifts to the Children’s Aid on Tuesday December 11th, after the packaging. 

 
To volunteer for shopping, please contact Heather Keeling at 905-474-1529 or 
heather.keeling@migroup.ca.  To volunteer for packaging or driving please contact Ceri 
Davies at 905-477-3221or ceridavies@rogers.com.  
 
As always we will post a list so you can shop for a specific child or you can make a donation to 
“Stuff a Duffle” and our team of shoppers will buy for you.  (Deadline for donations is 
November 25th and gifts is Sunday, December 9th.) 
 
Thanks so much for helping us to make this Christmas a “Sweet Dreams” Christmas!  
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 

YEAR END OFFERINGS 
Sunday, December 30th will be our last worship service in the year 2012 
and thus will also be the final Sunday to make offerings to your church to 
be included in this year’s charitable income tax receipt.  If mailing in a 
donation, we ask that you mail it early (even if you wish to date your 
cheque to the 31st) so we can be sure to include it in our year-end 
deposit.  Thank you. 
 

mailto:heather.keeling@migroup.ca�
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OUTREACH NEWS 
Central's own Kristin Derry is serving as a volunteer with HavServe in the village of Lebrun, 
Haiti.  Kristin has taken a 6 month leave of absence from her teaching position in York Region 
to volunteer as Haiti Education Program Coordinator.  She is training teachers and principals 
to meet the needs of hundreds of Haiti's children who were devastated by the 2010 
earthquake.  On behalf of our Church Family, $1,000 from your donations to “Outreach” was 
recently forwarded to HavServe in support of Kristin's mission work in Haiti.  Please include her 
and her important work in your prayers.  See https://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/kristin-
derry/education4haiti for details of Kristin's dedicated service. 
 
We received this email of thanks a few days later: 
“So nice to hear from you!  It was so wonderful to read your 
email and know that the Outreach Committee has decided to 
support my work in Haiti.  It is definitely an encouragement to 
have the support of folks back home, and I really appreciate it. 
 
Please send my sincere thanks to everyone on the Outreach 
Committee and at Central.  Your prayers and financial support are much appreciated.  
Together with your support, I am able to provide ongoing training, resources, and support to 50 
teachers in five elementary schools in the rural village of Lebrun.  By working with the 
principals to reduce or eliminate school fees, we have increased student enrolment by more 
than 50 this year.  We are also about to open an after-school tutoring program to support 
students!  God is working miracles every day inside and outside of the classrooms of Lebrun.  
It is a very exciting place to be! 
 
With gratitude, Kristin Derry” 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
As part of our “40 Days of Community” small group project, we have chosen to support a 
North York Community effort that will provide those living in Low Income areas the opportunity 
of experiencing the joy of vegetable gardening at the same time improving the quality of life in 
the community while feeding many. 
 
If you have any extra used garden tools that are in working order, please 
consider donating them to this project.  We are also selling bags of fresh 
organic garlic for $5 per bag.  The funds raised will be used to purchase 
additional gardening supplies for the 2013 spring planting season. 
 
If you wish to donate garden tools or purchase some garlic, please give us a call at (647) 383-
9842 with any questions.  We thank you in advance for your support! 
 
In Christ, 
 
CHRISTOPHER LAIRD on behalf of one of the Thursday Night Small Groups 

https://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/kristin-derry/education4haiti�
https://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/kristin-derry/education4haiti�
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PROPERTY UPDATE 
We have had a very busy year with Admin and Property.  Several major 
projects have been undertaken. 
 
This Spring we started with the repair and painting of our Steeple.  One of 
the major concerns was the resident squirrel family that had established 
themselves in the Steeple.  This has been rectified with metal flashings 
under the wooden shakes to prevent the squirrels from eating their way 
back again.  At this point we have seemed to have kept them at bay. 
 
During this process we also replaced some rotted wood, repainted all the 

brown wood trim on the steeple as well as painted the outside frames of the stained glass 
window and old front door.  In addition the main front doors were refinished. 
 
We are just now completing a refreshing of the inside of the Sanctuary including painting of all 
the walls and ceiling, sanding and refinishing the existing maple hardwood floors, removing the 
carpet from the Chancel and replacing it with matching maple hardwood.  Steps have been 
renovated to include hardwood and carpet to match the new carpet that has been replaced in 
the main aisles of the sanctuary.  
 
Aside from several regular day to day issues, we are working towards replacing one more 
furnace and replacing the church sign on the front lawn.  Design approvals to follow. 
 
Thanks to all those who helped, we had a successful Fall clean up day earlier this month.  
Many hands make light work! 
 
We thank all those who contribute their time and efforts to the up keep and beautifying of 
Central United. 
 
RANDY HOLMES 
Chair, A & P 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
CHURCH PHOTOS WANTED! 
 
Rev. Karl Burden is in the midst of compiling some historical information on 
our church in preparation for the 175th anniversary of this congregation to be 
celebrated in 2015.  He is looking for pictures of the church pre 1986 so if 
you have any, it would be most appreciated if you would lend them to Karl or 
scan and email them to kburden@centralunitedchurch.com 

mailto:kburden@centralunitedchurch.com�
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“ABC” NEWS 
 
Appreciation...to all who have been involved in our renewal projects lately:  
Small Group Ministry, Joint Needs Assessment and Website Redesign, with 
special thanks to Jim Wright, Martha Stirling and Chris Zarras for their leadership 
and expertise.  Thank you to all the hosts and leaders of our Small Groups 
currently underway.  And finally, we thank Dave Wilson and the many other 
volunteers who helped with our recent turkey dinner. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Blessings... Our sympathies to all who have lost loved ones in recent 
months, including:  Sandra Jull for the loss of her father and Carol 
Nebel for the death of her mom. 
 
And, long time church member Gerri Seeley has been bedridden with 
leg abscesses and cellulitis since early October but is making 
progress.  Prayers for her continued recovery are always appreciated. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Congratulations...to Bill Thomas who recently celebrated his 90th birthday!  
And, the Cullen family are in wedding mode this year:  Daughter Heather was 
married in a garden wedding at home in September and daughter Lynn is 
being wed at Central this month!  Also, we were pleased to recently welcome 
by the Sacrament of Baptism:  Eli Redmayne (grandson to Terry & Jackie 
Coysh), Elizabeth Lynch and Owen Trought (grandchildren to John & Donna 

Trought), twins Jaden and Jordan Tuckey and Aidan Holt. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Central News is published quarterly by the 
church office for the congregation of Central 
United Church.  Our next issue will feature 

the Lent and Easter season to be circulated 
on or about February 15th . 

Written contributions are welcome.  Please 
email sally@centralunitedchurch.com by 

February 1st.  Thank you. 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com�
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