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All God’s choirs need singers.  As our choirs age, whether young or old, their availability 
changes but the need for musical leadership in the church does not change.  Many voices 
make great music and light work.   
 
Mary Thomas Nagel, Tiina Derry and myself spent a wonderful 9 days during July in 
Cambridge England and Peterborough Cathedral showing Anglicans that Canucks can 
sing Cathedral music.  The coming together of 44 singers from all over southern Ontario 
and the enthusiasm and musicality of the group prompted a ‘please come again’ and 
‘keep Cathedral music alive’ from the Deacon, Verger and Precentor; a welcome tribute 
to the work of our directors and the willingness of people who want to sing.  
 

Here is where we were: 

 
 
Aside from the very different approach to music in worship, I was left with a sense of 
loss for western Protestant music of this glorious worship style but also a sense of 
wonder at the many forms music in worship takes as it responds to its setting and 
context. 
 
As we gather together for the ‘beginning’ of the church year, I am reminded of the many 
musical talents that are part of Central United and involved in worship throughout the 
season.  Our music history at Central has its feet in both the old traditions and the new.  
Like the history of stained glass, including our own wonderful windows, the stories of 
the Gospel are laid out to be seen; and in our music, to be explored with joy.  We have a 
responsibility to ‘sing joyful songs to the Lord’ because we must. God expects us to sing; 
and in God’s response we learn more through the singing about God.  God did not 
intend music to be ‘window dressing’ in our relationship with God. 
 
 So we are called to sing and our music leadership needs many voices.  Our music 
ministries are very much small group ministry yet their success depends not only on the 



enthusiasm and dedication of our members but also the participation of as many people 
as possible. 
 
All or our groups need many more participants.  There is music for all voices. Our 
services embrace both contemporary and traditional and also global as the world shrinks 
and our experience with other worshiping cultures influence us.  
 
As the main musician for both services, I relish the diversity that playing both services 
brings and only wonder and wish that more people from both services would participate 
in the singing, the most basic of worship forms if we take our queue from David. 
 
SO this is an invitation to become involved with the music worship at Central whether 
weekly, monthly or special events.  The spiritual health of these groups is your spiritual 
health. 
 
Junior Choir currently is about 6 young people from mostly grade 6-9. Younger singers 

are welcome and assisted by the older as they learn their music and 
responsibilities.   

 
 Rehearsal time is Thursdays 5:30 to 6:15. The choir opens the 9:30 service. First 

rehearsal is Thursday Sept. 12 
 
‘For the Remaining Time’, affectionately known as the ‘Praise Moms’, provides 

leadership for the 9:30 service.   We have focussed (not entirely) on exploring 
contemporary or praise song music to expand the body of music we use in service.   

 
 This ensemble rehearses Thursday from 6:30pm to 7:30. First rehearsal is 

Thursday Sept. 5. 
 
The choir of the 11:15 service is the longest standing choir of the church and leads 

worship at the 11:15 services.  This dedicated group of singers has developed its 
own broad repertoire in all styles and has a knowledge of the old and unusual 
that goes far beyond my experience. We need many people from the 11:15 service 
to consider their involvement in music leadership in this group. 

 
 Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7:30 to 9ish.  First rehearsal is Thursday Sept. 5. 
 
Occasionally the choirs will join to sing special music at both services. 
 
Advent III Choir begins after Thanksgiving to prepare a music presentation for Advent 

III in both services.  Singers include all choirs, congregation who don’t normally 
sing with the choirs, singers from outside the parish and orchestra.  This group 
normally rehearses from 7-8PM Thursdays after Thanksgiving. 



 
Trio (Add Water and Stir) continues to operate on an as special events basis.  During 

the Markham Jazz Festival it expanded to present a Vespers service in a jazz 
style.  Participating were Mary Thomas Nagel, Nancy Nourse, Brendan Moratz 
and myself.  If you are interested in or have a background in jazz or instruments 
that don’t naturally fit into the more classical ensembles, we want to hear from 
you. 

 
The way we learn music in these groups depends on the membership. We will make 

whatever adjustments are needed to welcome in any new singer who wishes to 
join or try it out.  

 

And finally if you sing or play any musical instrument and don’t see how to fit in let 
us know.  We can’t put together ways for you to use your gifts if the gift 
is not offered.  The light under the basket eventually goes out. 

 

Everyone is welcome to participate in any group or more than one as their call to 
musical praise dictates and schedules allow.  The 11:15 choir, in order to continue its 
leadership particularly needs your help. Participation by many voices makes everyone’s 
work easier and allows the program to expand into hitherto unexplored areas.  If you 
are interested in any of these groups please notify Stu or the church office for more 
information and to allow appropriate planning. 
 
Music is a contact sport not an audience entertainment.  Come and be part of the Joyful 
Blast 
 
In Gloria Deo (that is: een glohriah Dayoh) 
 
Stu 
 
PS: oh yes, I did nuzzle up to some (5) moose this summer. 


