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 Summer Newsletter 2014 
 

Central United Church, 131 Main Street, Unionville 
www.centralunitedchurch.com 905-474-0183 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUNE 7TH IS UNIONVILLE FESTIVAL 
ARE YOU READY FOR THE FUN? 

 
Do you like food, music and laughter?  If so, be sure to mark 
Saturday, June 7th on your calendar! 
 
Central United Church is happy to participate once again in the 
Unionville Festival, an annual community event.  Come and 
watch the 10:00 a.m. parade from our front lawn and then stay to 
enjoy children’s games, a UCW baking booth, BBQ food, and 
live music performed by local talent.  Spend time with friends 
and family from church and community as well as many who visit 
Unionville that day.  It’s a great day to showcase our church and 
congregation! 
 
Watch the kids enjoy old fashioned games, savour the BBQ food, buy a freshly baked 

treat and listen to musicians and singers performing live on the 
front lawn of the church.   
 
Of course, this event can’t be run without willing volunteers!   Sign 
up today (on the bulletin board behind Sally’s desk) to paint a 
child’s face, serve burgers or supervise a children’s game.  The 
U.C.W. ladies are also looking for donations of homemade baked 
goods:  cookies, squares, breads and pies. 
 
Let’s welcome everyone with an open door and an open heart! 
  

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

TASTE OF CHOIR! 
 
On the second and third Sunday of the month (in July and August), 
Sarah Wyse, our current music director, invites you to try out the 
choir at a Sunday morning rehearsal (8:45 to 9:45 a.m.) before 
worship!  Sarah has brought forth some wonderful music for us to 
sing but we need your voices!  Please sign up at Sally’s bulletin 
board and give singing a try!  No experience or training necessary. 
 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/
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SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Worshipping at Central United is an inspirational and ongoing 
process --- not just a goal!  Note that we are now in “summer 
service time” mode and will hold one service for the entire 
congregation to come together at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Lemonade on the Lawn will commence for summer Sundays.  A 
sign- up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board for those who 
can offer their help serving each Sunday, beginning June 8th. 
 

 
Just a reminder that we will be worshipping with Bethesda 
Lutheran here at Central United on July 27th and at their 
location on August 3rd.  This has become an annual tradition 
with our church neighbours and we look forward to sharing 
worship and fellowship with them once again. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

FORE! FUN AND FELLOWSHIP:  GOLF AND DINE afternoon  
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 3:00 p.m. first tee off, Dinner at 6 pm 
 
Come out and play nine holes of golf at the picturesque Heather Glen 
Golf Course on the Oak Ridges moraine in Pickering.  Scenic views, 
picturesque holes, and loads of challenge and fun.  
 

Price includes golf and cart for nine holes, prizes, and a delicious meal (choice of 
chicken or steak) with a baked potato, corn on the cob, caesar salad and dessert.  $55 
for golf with a steak dinner, and $53 for chicken.  All taxes and gratuities included.  (If 
you would like to join the golfers and come for the dinner only, cost will be $25 for the 
chicken and $27 for the steak.) 
 
You can sign up as a foursome, a twosome, or as an individual golfer and you will be 
placed in a group.  
 
Donations of prizes would be greatly appreciated 
 
All proceeds will go to S.C.A.W. (Sleeping Children Around the World) 
 
For more information or questions, please contact Mark Ono at 905-295-5644 or 
mpono@rogers.com 
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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK… 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  
(John 1:14) 
 
After what many considered a long and cold winter, it is wonderful to 
feel warm days.  Just to stand outside without an overcoat and 
experience a warmth on your body feels so good!  Moments like this 
help us to believe that God’s gift of bodily existence was a great idea 
after all.  

 
When the Apostle John tells that God took on human flesh in Jesus of Nazareth—“and 
the Word became flesh and lived among us”—we are often focussed on the spiritual 
implications.  God came among us for us; he comes to us when we have turned away 
from him in order that we might know his love.  And all that is true and needs to be 
celebrated. 
 
I invite you to also underline the word flesh in this Bible verse—“And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us.”  We call this in theological terms the incarnation.  God 
becoming embodied in Jesus tells us that our embodiment is a good thing.  That he 
lived among us tells us that living human life is to be treasured—God does not disdain 
our bodily existence.  He created it and said it was very good, good in every way. 
 
As embodied creatures so fundamentally dependent upon water, food and light, the 
ways in which we live life can distance us from these natural parts of bodily life.  We get 
water from a tap, food from the refrigerator, and light with the flip of a switch.  
 
Now, while each season has its own loveliness, 
many find the warm weather easier to relish in 
bodily existence.  So, go for a walk; enjoy a 
sunset; see a sunrise; sit on a dock; experiment in 
your garden.  Don’t miss occasions to take in the 
wonder of what God has made in our embodiment.  
And be grateful. 
 
 
Every Blessing, 
 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
We are now one third of the way through 2014 and summer is hopefully just around the 
corner.  As such, it is a good time to review our collective financial givings to support the 

life and work of our Church, and take measure of this giving 
level versus the required level of annual givings included in our 
2014 budget.  
 
As of April 30th, our general fund givings are $72,000, which 
represents 29% of our annual budget of $246,000.  As our 
salary and operating costs are predominately fixed in nature, we 
would clearly prefer to be at 33% of our annual givings budget at 
this point in the year, which would require givings to be $82,000 
after 4 months, or $10,000 higher than current.   

 
This shortfall is a concern, not just because we are behind track today, but also 
because our giving to the Church generally declines over the summer months. This 
often puts us in a position of depleting our cash reserves to cover our operating costs 
over the summer.  
 
With this in mind, we would like to make two asks of the congregation: 
 
1. Please consider making a onetime donation by June 30th if your giving  

rate is not yet at 50% of your expected giving level for the year. 
 

2. If you are not currently enrolled in our PAR or “Pre-Authorized Remittance” 
program, please consider enrolling today.  PAR is an easy 
way to structure your monthly giving and ensure the Church 
has a steady level of receipts.  Just talk to Sally in the 
Church office to enroll.  Speaking from personal experience, 
PAR is an easy way to make sure your weekly donation gets 
to the church, even when you are away for a period of time! 

 
Thank you for your continued financial support of the important work of your Church.  
Be assured that we are monitoring the Church’s finances closely to ensure the funding 
you provide is carefully managed. 
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ISRAEL AND JORDAN    SEPTEMBER 22 – OCTOBER 5 
 

 
 
For any visitor to the Holy Land, there is a familiarity in seeing places you have read 
and heard about, often since childhood.  But the opportunity to walk in the footsteps of 
your faith ancestors adds another dimension that will profoundly affect your spiritual life 
and your understanding of scripture.  This land is the birthplace of our faith, a land 
bathed in prayer, and we are excited to be hosting a Fall tour that will prepare our 
hearts for Advent and the joyful message of Christmas. 
 
Join us as we visit Jerusalem, Galilee, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jericho, the Dead Sea and 
the Jordan River in Israel.  We will also cross into Jordan and visit Mt. Nebo, Petra and 
other magnificent sites.  
 
Each town and village we visit has a story to tell from the Bible; each church and 
monastery is a testimony to those who worshipped before us; the hills and shepherds 
remind us of a starry night two millennia ago; the fishing boats, so similar to those used 
by the disciples, carry us out on the Sea of Galilee for a moving time of reflection and 
communion.  Entering the Old City of Jerusalem by the Damascus Gate we are 
transported back in time as we explore the narrow winding streets with tiny shops filling 
the air with an aroma of exotic spices.  It is here we find the Stations of the Cross, and 
we follow in Christ’s footsteps along the Via Dolorosa as He stumbled under the weight 
of our sin, acutely aware that we face Good Friday with Him. 
 
Our brochure outlines the full scope of this exciting trip, and we will be happy to provide 
any additional information you require.  In order to enhance your enjoyment of this 
adventure, Rev. Dr. Jim Clubine will meet beforehand with any who would like the 
opportunity to examine the background and significance of the sites we will be visiting.  
That way, once you arrive you will have sufficient knowledge to appreciate each site, 
with the added luxury of more time to explore. 
 
This will be Jim’s fourth trip to the Holy Land and my third, and we feel that the planned 
itinerary is one that will challenge and excite you, providing many treasured memories.  
Every time you read your Bible or listen to the scriptures, you will return to the Holy 
Land, the cradle of our faith.  
 

…..continued 
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ISRAEL AND JORDAN    SEPTEMBER 22 – OCTOBER 5 
(continued) 

 
Please join us as we embark on this special pilgrimage – 
September 22nd – October 5th, 2014. If you would like 
additional information, please call or email us and we will 
be happy to discuss our plans further. You can also 
access information regarding our tour and our chosen tour 
company by going to Holy Land Tour. 
 
Shalom! 
 
 
REV. DR. JAMES AND VALERIE CLUBINE  
(905)534-0344 or vclubine@rogers.com 
Rostad.com/holylandexperience 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
OUTREACH NEWS 
 

Lenten Outreach Project 
Our 2014 Lenten project was Sleeping Children Around the 
World, an organization founded in 1970 by Margaret and Murray 
Dryden.  SCAW’s mission is to give bedkits to needy children in 
developing countries.  David Dryden from SCAW spoke at both 
services on March 23rd and a coffee hour was hosted by the 
Outreach committee.  Our congregation generously supported 
this project by raising funds for 250 bedkits – over $8,700!  Katie 
Sandiford will be part of the Canadian distribution team delivering 
4,000 bedkits (including those from Central) to Sri Lanka in July 
2014. 

 
Other Donations 
At its April 24th meeting, the committee approved disbursements of Outreach funds of 
$500.00 each to the following organizations:  Freedom House Orphanages in Haiti, 
Share Agricultural Foundation, Shangilia Children’s Home in Kenya, Camp Big Canoe, 
Teen Challenge, and Reg Reimer’s ministry.  Most of these charities have been former 
Lenten projects of Central and we wish to continue to support their good work. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support that enables Central United Church to reach out 
to people in need throughout the world. 
 
 
LIZ GAFFNEY, Chair 

http://www.rostad.com/view-tour_Clubine1409_Holy-Land-Experience.html
mailto:vclubine@rogers.com
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ATTENTION SENIORS! 
 
Our annual seniors’ luncheon will continue again this year and 
we thank Mary Cullen and helpers for taking on this project.  This 
event is our way of honouring our own seniors from Central’s 
congregation and we do hope you will be able to attend.  The 
date is WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25th at 12:30 p.m. and the location 
is here at the church.  Although the theme is yet to be 
announced, we expect you will be well entertained!  Sign up at 
Sally’s bulletin board or send her an email if you wish to attend. 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY 
 

Feel free to visit us anytime.  There is a great array of resources, 
DVD’s and fictional works available from the church library in the 
Friendship Room with special items featured from time to time on our 
“library cart”.  To borrow an item, just fill in the “sign out” card and 
leave it in the marked box by the “return bin”.  And, please have a 
look at home for any items that you have borrowed from the library 
and forgotten to return.  Several books are outstanding and we would 

gladly receive them, with no questions asked, so that others may enjoy them.  Thank 
you. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
ABC NEWS 
 
Appreciation to the members of our Decorating Committee who 
look after chancel duties each Sunday and also delivered Easter 
plants to our shut-ins just before Easter.  The gifts and visits were 
most appreciated.  And thank you to all who donated to our “flower 
fund” making this Easter flower project possible. 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped out with our Annual Beef 
Dinner earlier this month – it was a great success, both in ways of 
community and church fellowship as well as a fundraiser, raising 
$4,705 for our general and outreach funds.  Special thanks to Jim 
Wright who did an outstanding job organizing and leading this 
event. 

 
 

…continued 
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ABC NEWS (continued) 

 
And a big thank you to those who were members of the Prayer 
Chain.  This dedicated group have now taken a well-deserved 
retirement from their daily prayer duties on behalf of Central and 
we do appreciate their many years of valued service.  Former 
members include Sandra Ackles, Dorothy Mills, Virginia Taylor, 
Shirley McGruer, Kathleen Stubbington, Kathleen Prosser, Marj Garbe and Geri 
Middlebrook.  (Rev. Karl Burden is working on recruiting people for a new prayer group.  
We hope to update you soon.) 
 
And a final note of appreciation to Gail Gayman who once again hosted our Easter 
Sunday breakfast following our annual Sunrise Service.  It was delicious as usual! 
 
 

Blessings to Jim Wright, James Hodgins and Marion Zeltins for the 
passing of their respective fathers, to Anne Wong for the unexpected 
death of her mother in Malaysia, to Diane Davies for the death of her 
mom, and to Vic Fitzakerley for the loss of his brother.  Sympathies 
also to the families of church members Lilian Tadgell, Eva Gough, 
Paula Browne and Nancy Hubbert, all who passed away in recent 
months. 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations and welcome to new members:  Colin & SooHee 
Gallacher and Rev. Jun Ho (Peter) Chang & Yu Gyeong (Ellena) Park. 
And, welcome to baby Andrew, son of Craig & Johanna (Deacon) 
Stickney.  A brother to Isabel and Charlie and new grandson to Charlie 
& Bev Deacon. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Central News is published quarterly for the congregation of 

Central United Church.  Material for future editions is 
accepted anytime.  The next deadline is August 1, 2014.  

The Rally Day newsletter will be sent out on or about August 
15th.  Place material in Sally Sandiford’s mail slot or email to 

sally@centralunitedchurch.com.  Thank you. 
 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com

