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______________________________________________________________________ 
 

175 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 
 

Have you noticed the banner over the front doors (shown above)?  It says. "Rooted in 
the Gospel, serving in Love for 175 years".  That's quite the milestone to be celebrating!   
 
As stated in Central United Church 1879-1979, a booklet to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of this church building:  “The History of Central United Church is not the 
history of just one Church or one denomination.  We are truly a ‘United’ church.  Our 
history can be traced to Wesleyan Methodist, Primitive Methodist, Congregational and 
Presbyterian denominations.  Members of our present congregation can trace their 
roots to one, or more than one of these groups.  Each of these denominations has 
contributed to the making of Central United Church.” 

 
In 1840 a Primitive Methodist congregation started meeting in 
Unionville and in 1879 they built this church.  The Primitive 
Methodists and the Wesleyan Methodists joined in 1884, the 
Congregational Church was sold to the Presbyterians in 1894 and 

in 1925, 70% of the members of the Presbyterian Church of Canada joined the 
Methodists to form the United Church of Canada. 
 
A remembrance of the first Sunday service in Central United Church: 
“The Presbyterians met at their former church building, and marched to Central United 
Church.  When they entered, they saw the former Methodists standing along the sides 
and along the back of the church.  The Methodists waited while the Presbyterians 
selected their seats.  Only then did the Methodists sit down.  The first United church 
service began.”                (Central United Church 1879-1979, page 13) 
 
In 1951 a chancel was added and the church interior was remodelled.  A 2-manual 
Casavant organ was installed and the communion table was crafted by long-time 
member James Cochrane.  The bell from the former Presbyterian Church was moved 
into the tower in 1955. 
 

(continued) 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/
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175 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY (continued) 

 
In 1965 the two houses south of the church were purchased with one being used as a 
manse and the other used as office, meeting and Sunday School space. 
 

As membership in Central United Church continued to 
grow, members took a “leap of faith” and pledged to 
contribute $635,000 over three years to renovate the 
church.  The renovation which took place from 1985 to 
1986 doubled the size of the sanctuary and added the 
Narthex and Christian education rooms.  The new 
building retained the historical aspect of the church 
building, provided the necessary upgrades to meet the 
growing needs of the congregation and received an 

Environmental Design Award from the Town of Markham.  The house that had stood at 
129 Main Street was moved to 306 Main Street in order to make room for the 
renovation.   
 
Quoting again from Central United Church 1879-1979: 
“…a church must be more than a building to survive...A church is also people.”  As we 
celebrate 175th years of service to the community, we honour the dedication of all the 
people who have worked and worshipped here before, do so now, and will do so in the 
future. 
 
Praise be to God! 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

A BEREAVEMENT CIRCLE 
 
”Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” (Matthew 5:4)   
 
As an initiative of our pastoral care ministry, Central will be hosting bereavement 
support sessions.  The “Bereavement Circle” is not a 
therapy session – it will be a source of strength and 
support if you are facing the grief that follows a death.  
By sharing our stories, common experiences and 
concerns we can discover new strengths and insights 
which aid in our recovery process.  The first session is 
on FRIDAY, MAY 8th at 2:00 p.m. at the church and will 
be facilitated by Hayward Hann and Rev. Dr. James 
Clubine.  Don’t worry if you have missed the first session – new participants are 
welcome to join at any time.  Just let Sally know if you, and/or someone you know, 
would like to attend.  All are welcome. 
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JUNE 6TH IS UNIONVILLE FESTIVAL 
 
 With the good weather now here, it's time to think about the Unionville Festival which is 

on Saturday, June 6th this year.  Central United Church has a long 
history of participating in Festival and this year of our 175th 
anniversary is no exception.  We will have music provided by 
Bruce Wright's band, children's games, tours of the sanctuary, 
baked goods made by ladies of the UCW and strawberry shortcake 
for sale.  As a welcoming church with an "open door and an open 
heart" I'm inviting you to contribute to the success of the day. 
 

You could: 
• cut up strawberries on Friday, June 5th  
• bake one or two batches of shortcake 
• serve the shortcake the day of the event 
• welcome visitors into the church and hand out booklets with descriptions of each 
 of our stained glass windows 
• welcome children on the lawn and delight when they blow bubbles, sink a golf put 
 or complete an on-target bean bag toss 
• draw designs on children's faces and watch as  their eyes light up with joy. 
 
Most of these roles can be done while sitting in a lawn 
chair wearing a sun hat and a smile!  Please sign up on 
the sheets behind Sally's desk for the role that most 
interests you. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
ATTENTION SENIORS! 
 
Our annual seniors’ luncheon will continue again this year and we thank Mary Cullen 
and helpers for taking on this project.  This event is our way of honouring our own 

seniors from Central’s congregation and we do hope you will be 
able to attend.  The date is THURSDAY, JUNE 25th at 12:30 p.m. 
and the location is here at the church.  We will enjoy a special 
speaker that day:  Tom Hayes who has travelled extensively 
around the world and will share his photographs of religious art 
with us.  I expect you will find it most interesting.   
 
Rev. Burden is collecting photos, stories and documents for 
inclusion in a 175th anniversary book and we're asking seniors 
attending the luncheon to bring a photo, story or document that 
could be included in the book.  All items will be returned. 
 

Sign up at Sally’s bulletin board or send her an email if you wish to attend the luncheon. 
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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK… 
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.   

Acts 1:8 
 
In 1879 the congregation of the Primitive Methodist Church (as it 
was then known) built a red brick church in Unionville on the 
current site of Central United Church.  The sanctuary these 
people worshipped in is still used for that purpose today when it 
was incorporated into the current church sanctuary.  2015 marks 
the 175th year of the life of our congregation; a good year to 
reflect on our history and consider where it might point us. 
 
Methodism was founded in 18th century England out of the 
ministry of an Anglican Priest named John Wesley.  In a letter 
Wesley wrote, “I look upon all the world as my parish; thus far I 
mean, that in whatever part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, and 
my bounden duty, to declare unto all that are willing to hear the glad tidings of 
salvation.”  Clearly, Wesley thought the gospel was good news for everyone. 
 
The energy Wesley dedicated in making the good news of Jesus known is amazing: 
“250,000 miles traveled on horseback, over 40,000 sermons preached during a span of 
sixty-six years, more than 400 publications on nearly every conceivable topic, all of 
these activities continuing almost to his dying day in his eighty-eighth year.” 
 
Preaching, for Wesley, is the proclamation of the gospel.  His understanding of 
preaching radiates from his understanding of God’s saving work in believers.  Preaching 
stands at the centre of his understanding of ministry; every aspect of a person’s 
experience of saving faith in Christ is guided and nurtured by it.  For Wesley, preaching 
is that God appointed and empowered activity through which saving faith is initiated and 
sustained in people’s lives. 
 
Central United is an inheritor of this Methodist tradition to make “the glad tidings of 
salvation” known.  Of course, this vision of “the world as my parish” didn’t start with 
Wesley; it was on our Lord’s lips as he commissioned his disciples to be his witnesses 
to the ends of the earth.  It is our commission.  It is the reason we hold worship 
services.   
 
Could Wesley have envisioned that his parish would extend to Unionville, Ontario?  
Likely not.  But he did know that the good news of the gospel was wide as the world he 
knew God to love and as deep as the sin he knew God to redeem.   
 
Happy 175th to Central United! 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 



Central News [5]                     May 2015 

175TH ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES YEAR ROUND! 
 

 
 

Under the leadership of Cheryl Neave, your 175th Anniversary Committee has planned 
many events to take place throughout the year.  Please be sure to join us when you 
can. 
 
On April 19th we enjoyed a special guest speaker, Megan (Murphy) Ratnam who grew 
up attending Central United Church and now does mission work in the Dominican 
Republic.  If you missed Megan’s wonderful message, you can listen to it on our 
website:  April 19th Sermon 
 
Other special events include Unionville Festival and our Seniors’ Luncheon.  More 
details regarding these events are featured elsewhere in this newsletter.   
 
Remaining activities include: 
 

 
September 19, 2015 – Doors Open Markham 
Our doors will be open to the public so visitors can speak with 
members of our congregation and learn about the stained glass 
windows adorning the sanctuary. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
September 20, 2015 - Rally Day BBQ – 10:00 a.m. 
Join us on Rally Day for a special 175th anniversary barbeque. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
October 25, 2015 - Anniversary Worship Service  
The anniversary worship service will be on Sunday, October 25, 
2015 at 10:00 a.m. with a special guest speaker Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Stirling (minister at Timothy Eaton Church, Toronto). 

 
 

(continued) 

http://centralunitedchurch.com/sermons/special-anniversary-presentation/
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175TH ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES YEAR ROUND! (continued) 
 

October 25, 2015 – Ontario Presbyterian Chorus 
Join us for a special musical performance of the Ontario 
Presbyterian Chorus (directed by our own Alastair McCallum) 
at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
November 14, 2015 - 175th Anniversary/Turkey Dinner  
Join us for a special 175th anniversary turkey dinner that 
includes music, a slide show and a photo booth.  
 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
December 4, 2015. - Olde Tyme Christmas Parade – 7:00 p.m. 
Join other members of your church family to stroll down Main Street to 
the church where we can enjoy hot chocolate and cookies and a 
Christmas carol sing-a-long.  This event was magical last year and is 
not something to miss.  Please mark December 4th on your calendar. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
All year long - 175th Anniversary Book 
Past and current members are invited to contribute stories, photos 
and documents for inclusion in an anniversary book to be 
produced in 2016.  If you wish to submit electronically, please 
send them to Rev. Karl Burden at knburden@rogers.com  
 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
175th Anniversary Cookbook – WE NEED YOUR RECIPES!!! 
 
Everyone is invited to contribute recipes for an 
anniversary cookbook.  We need your favourite family 
recipes to make this project a success.  Please submit 
them to Sharon Gayman Laird via email 
sgayman1964@yahoo.com or leave them in the box 
at the church.  The recipes are due by JUNE 15th.  
Questions, please call Sharon at 905-887-4075. 

mailto:knburden@rogers.com
mailto:sgayman1964@yahoo.com
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OUTREACH NEWS 
 

Lenten Outreach Project 
Our 2015 Lenten project was S.H.A.R.E. Agriculture Foundation.  
S.H.A.R.E. stands for Sending Help and Resources Everywhere 
and provides funding, guidance, and expertise to agriculturally 
based communities in third world countries with an emphasis on 
Central and South America.  S.H.A.R.E. is based on the principle 
of a “hand up” rather than a “hand out”.  The focus is on 
sustainable projects that increase a community’s capacity to care 
for itself.  Some examples include:  providing supplies and 
training for small rural enterprises, supplying seeds and training, 
installing field wells for year round production, installing irrigation 

systems, and providing assistance for education for rural students.  Mark Cullen, 
member of Central United and patron of S.H.A.R.E., and Rev. Clubine spoke at our 
March 8, 2015 service about S.H.A.R.E .  Our congregation generously supported this 
project by raising $6,700. 
 
Other Donations 
At its April 16th meeting, the Committee approved disbursements of the Outreach funds 
in the amount of $500 each to the following organizations:  Freedom House 
Orphanages in Haiti, Shangilia Children’s Home in Kenya, Camp Big Canoe, Teen 
Challenge, Reg Reimer’s Ministry and Christian Gleaners.  Most of these charities have 
been former Lenten projects of Central United and we wish to continue to support their 
good work. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support that enables Central United to reach out to 
people in need throughout the world. 
 
 
ELIZABETH GAFFNEY, Chair 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
ANOTHER ANNIVERSARY! 
 
The Canadian Red Cross is also celebrating an anniversary 
this year – their 115th!  If you have been involved with or 
affected by the Red Cross in York Region or have any Red 
Cross mementos that would help them celebrate this 
occasion, please contact York-region@redcross.ca or 905-
830-9565 ext. 222.  Thank you. 

mailto:York-region@redcross.ca
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SMALL GROUPS MINISTRY 
 
Small Groups Ministry at Central 
United Church is committed to 
delivering Gospel rich small group 
studies and events.  We are excited 
to announce the Fall Church-wide 
2015 Study Campaign!   
 
Beginning on October 19th our six-week study will take up a DVD series called “Great 
Chapters of the Bible.”  We will study two chapters Romans 8: Climbing to a Place 
of Confident Faith and Ephesians 1: Discover Your Spiritual Blessings.    
 
Early September we will begin sign up time--please be encouraged to join in a group 
and participate in the reading and study of God’s Word.  Our 175th Church anniversary 
theme is Rooted in the Gospel—Serving in Love; the study of these two great 
chapters of the Bible is aimed at helping us explore the gospel and continue to serve in 
love.   
 
On behalf of a very grateful Small Group Ministry Team, it is with this prayer that we 
invite each to join as we commit to reading, studying, and applying God’s word, in each 
of our daily lives.  Serving Him and one another, in love! 
 

“Gracious God, teach us to live in the way of righteousness, by the faith in 
Jesus Christ!  Cause us to be kingdom minded and to seek Your 
righteousness.  Teach us Lord, to number our days aright, that we may 
gain a heart of wisdom. Granting us a kingdom perspective, we ask you 
Lord, to come dwell in our hearts, the author and finisher of our faith.  
Cause us to be rooted and grounded in Your Love.  Cause us to know and 
grow, comprehending together, the width, the length, the depth, the height 
– knowing the love of Christ, blessed by the fullness of Your presence in 
our lives!  In Christ Jesus, Amen. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 
 
 
CHRISTOPHER LAIRD 
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SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Lemonade on the Lawn will commence for summer 
Sundays.  A sign- up sheet will be posted on the bulletin 
board for those who can offer their help serving each 
Sunday, beginning June 7th. 
 
 
 

Just a reminder that we will be worshipping with Bethesda 
Lutheran here at Central United on July 26th and at their 
location on August 2nd.  This has become an annual 
tradition with our church neighbours and we look forward to 
sharing worship and fellowship with them once again. 
 
 

There will also be opportunity to celebrate in the Sacrament of 
Communion in the next few months:  on Pentecost Sunday, May 
24th and on Sunday, July 12th and August 9th.   
 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
ABC NEWS 
 
Appreciation to everyone who helped out with our Annual Beef 
Dinner last month – it was a great success, both in ways of 
community and church fellowship as well as a fundraiser, raising 
over $4,500 for our general and outreach funds.  Special thanks to 
Jim Wright who did an outstanding job organizing and leading this event and to Don 
Thomson who co-ordinated the ticket sales. 
 
 

Blessings to many of our church families who have lost loved ones in 
recent months:  Valerie Clubine (for her father Ron Soper), Mary 
Aitken (for her husband John), Rev. David Reeve (for his wife Marion), 
Marilyn Parsons (for her brother), Charlie Deacon (for his brother-in-
law), Elaine Hawkins (for her father Leslie Sung), Shirley Alton (for her 
husband Howard), Olive Graham and Laura Heighway (for son and 
brother Doug Graham), Dennis Seeley (for his wife Gerri) and 
Kathleen Prosser (for her husband Alex).  We extend our most sincere 
sympathy to all. 

 
(continued) 
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ABC NEWS (continued) 

 
Congratulations and welcome to new members:  Wanda Creasor 
and Mary Charron as well as teens recently confirmed:  Kathryn Crosby, 
Claire Freeman, Ruth McGuire and Megan Moore.  We were also 
pleased to recently celebrate the infant baptism of Grace Charron, 
Evelyn Chalmers and Natalie McQuirter.   
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Central News is published quarterly for the congregation of 

Central United Church.  Material for future editions is accepted 
anytime.  The next deadline is August 1, 2015.  The Rally 

Day newsletter will be sent out on or about August 15th.  Place 
material in Sally Sandiford’s mail slot or email to 

sally@centralunitedchurch.com.  Thank you.  
 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com

