
REMITS 

At the 42nd General Council in 2015, eight “remits” were authorised to be considered by pastoral charges and 

presbyteries. 

 What is a remit? A remit is the middle step of a three-step process required to change the Basis of Union, and hence 

the church. The first step is that General Council must approve a remit for a proposed change. The remit question is then 

put to presbyteries and possibly pastoral charges, which must approve it with an absolute majority. If that approval is 

given, the third step is for the next General Council to also agree to the proposed change. According to The Manual, 

2013 (F.2, page 125): a remit is “a vote by presbyteries or by presbyteries and pastoral charges to change the Basis of 

Union.” The Basis of Union is the document that was drawn up when The United Church of Canada was founded in 1925.  

Therefore, the approval of any or all of these eight remits, numbered below as (1) through (8), will bring about 

substantive, denomination-shaping changes to the United Church of Canada. 

Five remits are being voted on by presbyteries and by the governing bodies of pastoral charges: (1) Three-Council 

Model, (2) Elimination of Transfer and Settlement, (3) Office of Vocation, (4) Funding a New Model, and (6) One Order of 

Ministry.  Three remits are being voted on by presbyteries only: (5) Ministry Partners within Mutual Recognition of 

Ministry Agreements, (7) Candidacy Pathway, and (8) Towards a New Model of Membership. 

It is vitally important that every presbytery casts a vote on all eight remits, and that the governing body of every pastoral 

charge casts a vote on remits (1), (2), (3), (4) and (6), as an absolute majority is needed for them to pass, not just a 

majority of those who vote. If passed by an absolute majority, each remit will then go to General Council 43 for approval 

in 2018.  If a presbytery or pastoral charge does not vote, that is considered a vote AGAINST the remit question. 

 Each of the remits is to be considered independently, as the approval or disapproval of one or more of the remits 

should not materially impact the outcomes of others.  Changes sparked by the approval of one remit will automatically 

be applicable to the others. For example, if Remit 1 passes, changing the church’s four-council structure to three, all 

references to the four-council structure in other remits should be considered a reference to the three-council system. 

Ballots for remits (5), (6) and (8) must be postmarked no later than February 17, 2017, when received by General 

Council; and similarly, ballots for remits (1), (2), (3), and (4) postmarked no later than June 30, 2017, and for remit (6), 

postmarked no later than February 28, 2018. 

Over the next several months, through 2016, 2017 and 2018, our Council members and Presbytery representatives must 

prepare to vote on the remits.  Please support them by personally reviewing the remit packages, and submitting written 

questions, comments and/or concerns you might have, directly to Council.  Remit descriptions; study guides; lists of 

answers to frequently asked questions; recordings of explanatory videos and webinars; and background information on 

the remit proposals, and associated documentation and submissions, are available on the 42nd General Council website 

at GC42.ca/remits.  Each study guide explains how the church’s operations would change if the remit is approved, along 

with detailing what is currently in place.  During the explanatory webinars, senior staff and elected members answer 

questions from participants across the country about a specific remit.  Live video conferences are also available that 

focus on, for example, the proposed Office of Vocation (accreditation and discipline of ministers), Assessment and 

Finances (how the United Church is funded), and One Order of Ministry (moving from having three streams of ministry 

to one).  You may also subscribe to the remit news feed, upcoming webinars, etc. on the GC 42.ca/remits site. 

And if you prefer, two binders of summary information are available, along with comment forms (may be submitted 

anonymously).  Please arrange with Sally Sandiford if you would like to borrow one of the binders.  As well, an EXCEL 

spreadsheet is available in the binders (and electronically from Sally), which provides internet links to the various 

remit information packages and referenced materials. 

file:///C:/Users/Sally%20Sandiford/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/OW0HC1EE/GC42.ca/remits
file:///C:/Users/Sally%20Sandiford/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/OW0HC1EE/GC42.ca/remits

