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ANNUAL UNIONVILLE FESTIVAL 
 
This annual community event will take place during the 
first weekend of June as usual and, thanks to Vida 
Bridgeman, we will “open our doors” for self-guided 
tours of the sanctuary on Saturday, June 4th.  (Call 
Vida at 905-471-4614 or sign up at the church if you 
would like to help host this event.)   
 
Then on Sunday, June 5th our worship service will be held as usual (and 
includes Baptism that day); however, Main Street will be closed north of the 
railway tracks.  Please enter the street from the south (i.e. Hwy. 7) and 
proceed north to the church.  You may see “Road Closed” signs but we 
have been assured full access to our parking lot on Sunday.  (Don’t come 
too early though as there will be no access prior to 9 a.m. due to a 
community run.) 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
LEMONADE ON THE LAWN 
 

We do hope you have enjoyed the fellowship time 
provided at “Coffee Hour” after worship each Sunday.  
With the beginning of summer, we will move to 
Lemonade on the Lawn, beginning with the first 
Sunday in June.  Volunteers are needed to serve – just 
sign up at the church bulletin board! 

 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/
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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK… 

 
He (Jesus) came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of 
Tyre and Sidon.  They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and 
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured.  And all in the crowd were 
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.   Luke 6:17-19 
 
Luke’s brief vignette (above) of Jesus’ ministry is everywhere magnified in the gospel 
accounts; Jesus’ ministry promoted life and living.  On that day in his hometown 
synagogue in Nazareth when he was invited to read the scripture he read from Isaiah 
claiming what he read as a kind of mission statement.  It was filled with life affirming 
metaphor—bring good news to the poor, release to captives, sight to the blind, let the 
oppressed go free. 
 
As many of you know the Canadian Parliament is undertaking to write law with respect 
to physician-assisted death.  The Report of the Special Joint Committee on Physician-
Assisted Dying (PDAM) tabled its report in February of this year.   
 
It is a troubling report on many levels; for example, that individuals with a psychiatric 
condition should be eligible for assisted death, even in the absence of a physical illness.  
Douglas Farrow, Professor of Christian Thought at McGill 
University noted its cloak of dissembling speech.  “State-abetted 
suicide and euthanasia are euphemized as “assistance in 
dying;” deliberate killing becomes “end-of-life care;” doing 
irremediable harm is “medicine.” 
 
I want to offer a word in favour of life and living.  It is my 
conviction that the good news of Jesus Christ points us in the 
direction of favouring life.  I would encourage those who have 
opportunity to lend their voice to the direction law makers will 
take in this matter to encourage promotion of life and not to give 
in to despair.  To embrace death in the fashion this report 
recommends is to succumb to despair about life. 
 
I understand that this is a difficult and complex issue and not simply addressed.  If I am 
making a mistake in matters of the work of our law makers, I want to make it on the side 
of life and living.  It is challenging to navigate the changing landscape of the times in 
which we live; my prayer is that we be a people who, following our Lord’s lead, bless 
life.   
 
Every blessing 
 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 
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THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
There will be opportunities to celebrate in the 
Sacrament of Communion in the next few months:  on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 15th and on Sunday, June 12th, 
July 10th and August 14th.  Volunteer servers needed. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

SHARED SUMMER SERVICES WITH OUR CHURCH 
NEIGHBOURS 

 
The tradition continues…In lieu of a service at 
Central, we will be worshipping at Bethesda 
Lutheran on Sunday, July 31st.  Then, the 
Lutheran congregation will join us here at Central 
on August 7th.  We look forward to sharing worship 
and fellowship with our church neighbours at 
these annual services. 

 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

ATTENTION SENIORS! 
 
Our annual seniors’ luncheon will continue 
again this year but we have decided to change 
it up a bit.  Rather than the traditional June date, 
we will have it in the Fall instead.  Be sure to 
circle your calendars now for THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 15TH for an offsite venue with 
further details to be published at a later date.  
We thank Mary Cullen for spearheading this popular event. 
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EXPANDING  
OUR VISITATION & PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY!!! 
 

We have a long history at Central of delivering meaningful pastoral care to 
church members through a visitation and pastoral care program.  Most of 
you can relate to situations in the past with family or friends whose lives 
have been positively impacted through our pastoral care and visitation.  We 
currently have a dedicated group of individuals within the Congregation 
who have been active in a visitation program for many of our seniors, shut-
ins and other Church members in need of pastoral care.  Many in the 
Congregation believe we should be doing more - such as follow up visits 
with families who have connected with Central through weddings, 
baptisms, funerals and in other circumstances. 
 
Your Church Council is delighted to be announcing an expanded 
initiative to enhance our Pastoral Care and Visitation program.  Our 
vision is to expand what we are 
doing through visitation, re-
vitalize some of the initiatives 
that the “Brookfield” culture 
established many years ago, for 
those of you who will remember 
the Brookfield Committee.  We 
intend to truly enhance visitation 
and pastoral care in our church 
community through expanded 
visits to Church members/non-members and further connection with 
telephone calls and follow-up recognition cards of baptisms, confirmations 
etc. 
 
You will be hearing more about our strategy and activities in this area as 
we gain more momentum.  If you are interested in assisting with this 
initiative, please speak to any of the following people - Martha Stirling,  
Mary Cullen, Ken Barnett, John Frotten, Shirley Thomson,  
Jean Cuthbertson, Joan Wilson, Glenn MacSween, Marion Hann,  
Ward Hann, Karen Coll, Linda Patterson, Scott Wetmore,  
Rev. Dr. Jim Clubine or Rev. Karl Burden. 
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ABC NEWS 
 
Appreciation to everyone who helped out with our 
Annual Beef Dinner last month – it was a lot of work 
but a great success, both in ways of community and 
church fellowship as well as a fundraiser, raising over 
$4,500 for our general and outreach funds.  Special 
thanks to Jim Wright who did an outstanding job organizing and leading this 
event. 
 

 
And we also had our inaugural silent 
auction at the same time – raising over 
$5,500 for our Capital Fund.  Thanks to 
everyone for their donations of goods and 

services and to those who did the “bidding”.  Good fun for all! 
 
 
Blessings to those of our church family who have lost loved 
ones in recent months:  Mark & Pat Ono who lost family 
members (Mark’s uncle and Pat’s brother); and to Iris Parkins 
whose husband Matthew died while residing at Union Villa.  
We extend our most sincere sympathy to these families. 
 
 
 

Congratulations:  to Jamie & Joanna Wetmore for 
the birth of their daughter, another grandchild for 
Scott & Marjorie Wetmore.  We also congratulate 
Sarah Wright, daughter of Jim and Joanne, who is 
now “Dr. Sarah Wright” of Veterinary Medicine.  
Wow! 
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GREATER TORONTO AREA CHRISTIAN BUSINESS DIRECTORIES 
 
These directories have been in circulation for many years and are available “free” from 
our church narthex.  People and companies who identify 
themselves as Christians or Christian businesses and who agree 
to a certain statement of faith can advertise in this magazine and 
it just gives the consumer an added level of confidence if they 
don't know someone in the field they are looking for.  For example 
the current magazine has advertising for Bethany Lodge (where 
Ken Barnett lives) and there is a picture and little write up for 
Stouffville Christian School where two of my grandchildren attend.  
There are also categories for plumbers, electricians, mechanics, 
etc. 
 
Our church name, address and phone number can be listed in the magazine at no cost.  
You will see several area churches in the current magazine, including our neighbouring 
Bethesda Lutheran 
 
The current issue has interesting features such as many old pictures of Toronto and 
also a suggested way to read the Bible in a year. 
 
There are about 8 feature articles in the magazine by well-known and respected 
Christian writers.  Our minister, Rev. Dr. Jim, knows of the work of each of them.  For 
example one is Rick Warren (Purpose Driven Life) and our church did one of his 
studies.  One is Beth Moore and my late wife, Gerri has attended her studies.  One is 
David Jeremiah and I hope to do one of his studies based on Revelations.  You will 
enjoy the articles and find them uplifting. 
 
We asked for 100 of these magazines (no cost) and will attempt to put them in the 
narthex 10 or 12 at a time.  If you have questions, please call me at 905-642-3632. 
 
 
DENNIS SEELEY 
  
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Central News is published quarterly for the congregation of Central 

United Church.  Material for future editions is accepted anytime.  
The next deadline is August 1, 2016.  The Fall newsletter will be 

sent out on or about August 15th.  Place material in Sally Sandiford’s 
mail slot or email to sally@centralunitedchurch.com.  Thank you.  

 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com

