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ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
The season of Lent represents 40 days (plus Sundays) and begins 
with Ash Wednesday.  We will celebrate that day, MARCH 1ST, with 
a worship service at 7:30 p.m.  This special service helps to prepare 
you for our Lenten journey to Easter and will include the Sacrament 
of Communion and imposition of ashes.  (We will have Communion 
again on the first Sunday of Lent, March 5th which is also “Teen 
Confirmation Sunday”!) 

 

               
 
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 2017 
 
Lenten Bible Study starts Thursday, March 9th.  
Make plans to join other Church Members for 
five Thursdays through Lent as Rev. Dr. Jim 
Clubine leads us in a video based study of 
Jesus' last week.  A light dinner will be 
available at 6 and the Study will commence at 
7:15 with the evening concluding at 8:45.  The 
Study, "An 8-Day Revolution, Friday - Friday" 
is by Rev. Jason Nelson and is sourced from the Right Now Media website.  Each week, 
together we will watch the video followed by discussion of some of the key points in a small 
group of 6 - 8 people.  To ensure that we have enough food and seats for everyone who would 
like to attend in person, please sign up at Sally’s Bulletin Board.  With the use of Right Now 
Media, if someone needs to miss a week or if Thursday evenings do not work in your 
schedule, everyone is able to participate in the study on their own time.  If you are not currently 
signed up for Right Now Media, please send an email to sally@centralunitedchurch.com for a 
link to an invitation to use this resource free to charge! 

http://www.centralunitedchurch.com/
mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com
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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK… 
 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. … 
So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place 
of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 

John 12:1; 19:16-17 
 

In the introduction of his book Desire of the Everlasting Hills; The 
World Before and After Jesus Thomas Cahill makes the following 
observation about Jesus’ impact on history.  
 
“Two thousand years ago a man was born into a family of 
carpenters in occupied Palestine.  He was a small-town Jew, born 
in a bad time for Jews.  His name, as everyone knows, was Jesus 
of Nazareth—or, as the Jews of his own day called him, Yeshua.  
As everyone knows he preached a message of mercy, love, and 
peace and was crucified for his trouble.  This unlikely character 
has long been accounted the central figure of Western civilization.  
Even now, as we cross the beginning of the third millennium since 
his birth, we count our days by his appearance on earth; and, 
though our supposedly post-Christian society often ignores and 
even ridicules him, there are no serious suggestions for replacing 
him as the Icon of the West.” 

 
Cahill writes as an historian exploring the importance of Jesus to Western civilization.  The 
gospel writers claim more.  The claim of the gospels is that Jesus is the hinge of all history.  
Everything changes with him.  Jesus ushers in the age to come.  And the events that change 
everything are focussed by the gospels in this one week of Jesus’ life, Holy week—celebrated 
this year from April 9 to April 16. 
 
During Lent we Christians prepare our hearts and minds to once again take this journey 
through Holy Week.  We get ready to again trace the itinerary of God’s love poured out for us 
in the self-giving of the Father and the Son at the cross.  I encourage you to take part in this 
year’s Lenten study at Central as part of your preparation.  We are going to begin our study at 
a meal in Bethany and take a look at some of the events that took place over that week as 
Jesus made his way to Golgotha.  From Bethany to Golgotha.  It changed the world. 
 
Lenten Blessings, 
 
 
REV. DR. JAMES CLUBINE 
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NEWS FROM YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 
 – a few updates of the recent work of Church Council 
 
1. Central United Church Constitution - in its first major update since 2004, the Church's 
Constitution has been updated to add Functional Groups that have been created in the past 3 - 
5 years:  Small Group Ministry Team and Visitation & Pastoral Care Team and remove 
Committees and Functional Groups that have been dormant for several years and are no 
longer relevant in the life of our Church.  Committee "terms of reference" were changed to 
reflect changes in the past 13 years.  Additionally, flexibility was provided to Church Council to 
add additional Members at Large on Council and where needed, extend a Council Member's 
term on Council beyond 6 years.  The January 2017 version of the Constitution was distributed 
to Church Members via email with hard copies made available at Church.  The Congregation 
voted to approve the Constitution at the Annual Congregational Meeting on January 29, 2017.  
The next step in the process is Presbytery's review and it has been submitted for approval.  A 
big thank you is extended to Jim Wright for leading the process. 
 
2. Annual Congregational Meeting - 
Highlights from the Annual Congregational 
Meeting on January 29, 2017:  Committee 
Reports from the previous year were 
approved; the budget for the coming year 
was approved; retiring Council Members 
Don Thomson and Charlie Deacon were 
thanked; and in addition to current Council 
Members, Ana Arashi, Serag Gadelrab 
and Mark Ono were voted to become 
Members at Large on the Congregational Council; and thanks were extended to Rev. Dr. 
James Clubine, Sally Sandiford, Sharon Gayman Laird and Sarah Wyse for their outstanding 
support and leadership of Central United Church. 
 
3. United Church of Canada Remits - There are 5 remits from the United Church of Canada 
that Church Council needs to vote on; 4 are due by June 2017 and the 5th by February 2018.  
A remit is a vote that gives permission to the General Council to change the Basis of Union.  
The approval of any or all of these five will bring about substantive, denomination-shaping 
changes to the United Church’s Basis of Union.  The five remits are:  Three-Council Model; 
Elimination of Transfer and Settlement; Office of Vocation; Funding a New Model and One 
Order of Ministry.  Council recognizes the importance of the remits and had a special meeting 
in late January to discuss and vote on 2 of the five Remits.  Council voted Yes for the 
Elimination of Transfer and Settlement and Office of Vocation.  If you’d like information about 
the remits, there are binders with full details available for review in the Church Library or full 
study guides are available on the United Church of Canada website.  Thanks are extended to 
Tom Fyfe for continuing to lead Council through the Remits process. 
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LENTEN OUTREACH PROJECT 2016 
 
During the season of Lent, our congregation traditionally supports a specific Outreach project.  
This year the Outreach Committee has chosen Ontario Christian Gleaners as its 2017 
Lenten project. 
 
Gleaning (to gather from a field what is left) is a biblical concept in which God instructed 
farmers to leave a portion of their crops for the poor to gather.  Christ’s heart is clearly loving 
and compassionate towards the poor.  Today the Ontario Christian Gleaners feed the hungry 
overseas by gleaning surplus and off grade produce from food distributors, importers, growers 
and packing plants.  Inspired by the Okanagan Gleaners and Fraser Valley Gleaners in 
western Canada, the Ontario Christian Gleaners (www.ontariogleaners.org) located in 
Cambridge, Ontario began production in September 2008. 
 

With over 1,100 donated hours each week, their volunteers 
trim over 5,000 pounds of vegetables, providing the 
ingredients for 30,000 servings of soup.  The trimmed 
vegetables are diced and then dried in a dehydration oven 
– later to be combined with other ingredients to constitute 
the soup mix.  The soup is donated to partner organizations 
who have the necessary infrastructure for effective 
distribution overseas, who are committed to sustainability 
and development, and who combine the gospel message 
with humanitarian aid.   

 
The Gleaners is supported entirely by donations – from the fresh and dried products that make 
their soup mixes to the funding for operating expenses; individuals, businesses, community 
groups and churches are their supporters.   
 
On Sunday, March 12th, we will have a representative of Ontario Christian Gleaners speak to 
the congregation.  We hope you will join us to learn more about this worthwhile organization. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
ELIZABETH GAFFNEY 
Outreach Committee Chair 
 
 
P.S. To offer your financial support to this project, simply mark your envelope “OCG” and 
 place it on the offering plate as usual.  Our traditional “coin drop” will also be available in 
 the narthex for both adults and children to deposit their change through the pipe. 

http://www.ontariogleaners.org/
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FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY THROUGH HOLY WEEK 
 
At Central our objective is to make Holy Week a week of worship - a time when we as 
Christians deliberately draw aside to contemplate that week when our Lord gave up his life for 
us.  We hope you will join us for many of our worship opportunities, as follows: 
 
Palm Sunday – April 9th 
Morning worship services @ 10:00 a.m. with Holy Communion 
Congregational Soup Lunch! 
 
Thursday – April 13th @ 7:30 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion and 
a Tenebrae Service featuring our choir. 
 
Friday – April 14th 
Good Friday Worship service @ 10:00 a.m.  
 
Easter Day – April 16th 
Sunrise Worship service @ 8:00 a.m. with Holy Communion 
followed by a light breakfast 
 
Easter Worship service @ 10:00 a.m. with Holy Communion 

 

                
 
RIGHT NOW MEDIA WEBSITE 
 
Have you activated your access to the Right Now Media website and spent a few minutes 
surfing through the website?  Here are just 2 items that might be of interest to you …. 

 
PAWS and TALES - Perhaps you have a young visitor 
who is looking for something to do, you need a break to 
catch your breath before the next active time, or you 
would like to share access to the Right Now Media 
website with your family?  Check out Paws and Tales 
on Right Now Media's website, they are animated 
adventures that little children love with God-centred 
lessons that parents applaud.    

 
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE SYNOPSIS - Have you yearned to learn more about the stories of the 
books in the Bible?   Check out the Torah Series by Tim Mackie, an animated series of short 
videos, exploring the storyline and message of the first five books of the Bible.   
 
Access to the Right Now Media website is available at no cost to all members and friends of 
Central United Church.   Email sally@centralunitedchurch.com for a link to the invitation.   

 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com
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OUR ANNUAL PRIME RIB ROAST BEEF DINNER 
 
will be held on SATURDAY, APRIL 29th.  Be sure to set aside 
the date and watch for tickets to be available soon at the 
church.  A delicious full course meal is served and continues 
to be very popular in our community.  Lots of volunteers will be 
needed, so be sure to sign up and participate in on the fun!   
 

SILENT AUCTION WILL BE BACK! 
The Sealed Bid Silent Auction will return to the Roast Beef Dinner with proceeds going to the 
Church's Capital Fund.  Items for the auction are starting to be collected.  If you have 

something to donate (suggestions include sports tickets and 
memorabilia, services for others to enjoy, new and unused items, 
gift certificates, etc.), please contact Ruth Duffield at 
regduffield@gmail.com or 905-927-9720.  

 

               
 
ANNUAL SUNDAY EVENING LENTEN SERVICES 
 
Once again, the Markham-Unionville Ministerial will host worship services 
in area churches throughout the season of Lent.  Service time is 7 p.m. on 
Sunday evenings; details as follows: 
 

 March 5th  at Bethesda Lutheran Church with Rev. Nicola Skinner 
 March 12th  at St. Philip’s-on-the-hill Anglican Church with Rev. Peter Ma 
 March 19th  Location tba with Rev. Trudi White 
 March 26th  at The Rhenish (Lutheran) Church with Rev. Roy Thakurdal  
 April 2nd  at Markham Missionary Church with Rev. Stephen Kern  
 April 9th  at St. Andrew’s United Church with Rev. Marty Molengraaf  

               
 
SMALL GROUPS FALL STUDY 
 
The Small Groups team is happy to report another 
successful Church Wide Study, "Soul" by Nate Morgan 
Lock, a 7 part journey through the Gospel of Mark, was held 
last fall.  Each week started with Rev. Dr. Jim Clubine's 
“study based” Sunday sermon, and groups met through the 
following week.  The Church Wide Small Group Study 
period concluded with a Congregational Soup Lunch in late November.  One group found a 
different book that was of interest to all them, and chose to read and study that during their 
time together in the fall.  Another group enjoyed their Small Group so much, they are 
continuing to meet weekly and study together.   
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

This schedule of church events was distributed at our 
Annual Congregational Meeting recently and for those of 
you who may have missed it you may want to take note of 
upcoming dates/events in the life of Central United Church.  
Further updates will be provided throughout the year via 
weekly announcements and quarterly newsletters. 
 
Wednesday March 1 Ash Wednesday and Communion 
Sunday, March 5  Communion and Teen Confirmation Sunday 
Thursday, March 9  Lenten Bible Study – week # 1 - Dinner at 6, Study at 7:15 
Thursday, March 16  Lenten Bible Study – week # 2 - Dinner at 6, Study at 7:15 
Thursday, March 23  Lenten Bible Study – week # 3 - Dinner at 6, Study at 7:15 
Thursday, March 30  Lenten Bible Study – week # 4 - Dinner at 6, Study at 7:15 
 
Thursday, April 6  Lenten Bible Study – week # 5 - Dinner at 6, Study at 7:15 
Sunday, April 9  Palm Sunday and Communion, Soup Lunch after Church 
Sun Apr 9 – Sun Apr 16 HOLY WEEK – a time for worship and reflection 
Thursday, April 13  Maundy Thursday and Communion 
Friday, April 14  Good Friday 
Sunday April 16  Easter Sunday and Communion 
Saturday, April 29  Roast Beef Dinner 
 
Saturday, June 3  Unionville Festival Day 
Sunday June 4  Pentecost Sunday, Communion 
 
Sunday, July 9  Communion 
 
Sunday, August 6  SERVICE AT BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sunday, August 13  Communion  
 
Sunday, October 1  Worldwide Communion Day 
Sunday, October 8  Thanksgiving Sunday 
October 15–November 25 Small Groups Study 
 
Sunday, November 5 Remembrance Sunday, Communion 
Saturday, November 18 Turkey Dinner 
Sunday, November 26 Soup Lunch after Church, celebrating Small Groups 
 
Friday, December 1  Carols & Cookies after Unionville’s Christmas Parade 
Sunday, December 3 First Sunday of Advent and Communion  
Sunday, December 10 Second Sunday of Advent, White Gift Sunday 
Sunday, December 17 Third Sunday of Advent, Choir's Special Presentation 
Sunday, December 24 Fourth Sunday of Advent, 10 AM Service and Communion 

Christmas Eve Evening Services and Communion 
 



Central News     - 8 -    February 2017 
 
 

LOST AND FOUND! 
 
A couple of items have been picked up by mistake from our church cloakroom in recent 
months and we are asking you to check your closets. 
 

Ladies, on November 13th, a ladies’ cream coloured hip 
length spring/fall jacket was removed, leaving another one in 
its place.  The one left behind is a “Tradition” make, cream 
with navy trim, size large. 
 
Gentlemen, check your overcoats!  On January 15th a navy 
three quarter length men’s coat was removed with a smaller 
one (Calvin Klein) left behind.   
 
If you have either of these items, please contact Sally in the 
church office and she will be happy to help you make the 
exchange! 
 

 

               
 

OUR SYMPATHIES 
 
Blessings to many who have suffered the loss of a loved one in 
recent months.  We extend our sincere sympathies to Clinton Griffith 
& Linda Manson for the death of Clinton’s sister Claudette; Wanda 
Creasor for the death of her father; Joan & Pat Hubbert for the death 
of Pat’s brother David; Hilde O’Kopniak for the death of Richard 
O’Kopniak; Vida Bridgeman for the death of her sister Marlene 
Young; Nelson Munoz & Suzy Willerding for the death of Nelson’s 
mother; Kim Hutchinson for the death of his daughter Betty; and Bob 
& Diane Davies for the death of Bob’s mother.  Additionally we 
mourn the loss of Mary Aiken who attended worship with us in the 
last few years, and the death of church member Grant Cooper, 
formerly of Swan Lake. 

               
 
 

Central News is published quarterly for the congregation of Central United Church.  Material 
for Central News is accepted anytime (the earlier the better).  The deadline for the Summer 

issue is May 1st.  Place material in Sally’s mail slot or email to 
sally@centralunitedchurch.com.  Thank you. 

mailto:sally@centralunitedchurch.com

