
ANNOUNCEMENTS         DECEMBER 9, 2012 
 

THIS WEEK IN ACTIVITIES 
 

Sunday Worship Service at 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. 
  White Gift Sunday 
Monday Alanon at 8:00 p.m.  
Wednesday Praise Team Rehearsal at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday Jr. Choir Rehearsal at 5:30 p.m. 
  Advent III Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. 
  Sr. Choir Rehearsal at 8:00 p.m. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FOR THE CHILDREN...We welcome children of all ages to 

worship with us.  Today, we offer Sunday 
School for children, from age 2 ½ through 
5, following the Sunday School 
presentation in the 9:30 a.m. worship 
service.  Older children will remain in the 

service today.  Infants and toddlers are welcome to remain 
with their parents during the service, or families may use the 
unstaffed nursery (toy room) found on the main floor, which 
includes audio for hearing the service.  A change table is 
also available (in the main floor washroom). 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
TODAY IS WHITE GIFT SUNDAY…and we 
will receive your gifts of food or money, with 
thanks, during the “Passing of the Peace” 
this morning.  (Special White Gift envelopes 
are available on the Greeter’s Table.)  Your 
gifts will be used to assist Markham Food 
Bank.  Also, a very special thank you to the 
Sunday School for their participation in the early service. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY 
TODAY...have been placed by the Barnett 
family in celebration of Christine Barnett’s 
continued recovery and in thanks for all 
your prayers. 
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2013 OFFERING ENVELOPES...are now available from the 

narthex.  Be sure to pick up your box today.  
If we have missed your name and you would 
like a set of envelopes, please ask Sally and 
she will prepare a box for you next week. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
THE FOSTER CHILD CHRISTMAS PROJECT...Today is 
the due date for your Christmas gifts, to be 
placed in the Outreach cupboard by the front 
door.  We are now at the conclusion of this 
Christmas project and thank all who have 
contributed either by purchasing a gift or 
donating financially to the Stuff a Duffle fund. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THE MITTEN TREE...is up in the narthex and 
your donations of mittens, hats, scarves, etc., 
are appreciated.  Items, due today, will be 
delivered to “Pathways” this week so that their 
families will have them in time for Christmas. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
POINSETTIAS…Today is the deadline.  If you wish to buy 
a red or white poinsettia to place in the church 
at Christmas time in memory of a loved one, 
please pick up an envelope from Sally’s desk 
and return same to the marked red basket. 
(Please do not put on offering plate).  You may 
also pre-order plants for your home – they will be available 
for pick up on Thursday, December 13th.  Cost is $10. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
“CHRISTMAS WITH CENTRAL” POSTCARDS...have been 
prepared so that you may invite family, friends, neighbours, 

work associates, etc., to Central for 
any or all of our Christmas services.  
Please pick up a supply from the 
narthex today and help promote our 
church as a wonderful place to be! 
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OUR ANNUAL ADVENT III CHRISTMAS CANTATA...will 

be presented next SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 16TH during both 
morning worship services.  Be sure 
to attend and enjoy our choirs and 
orchestra as they offer “A Child of 
Peace” by Mark Hayes.  A 

traditional highlight of our Advent season!  (Children are 
invited to remain in church to hear the music or, alternatively, 
go directly to Sunday School when they arrive at 9:30 a.m.) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ADVENT IV – SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23rd 
...this is traditionally known as “Christmas 
Sunday” and our morning worship services 
(9:30 & 11:15 a.m.) will include the 
Sacrament of Communion. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CHRISTMAS EVE – DECEMBER 24TH...We 
will celebrate with three “Lessons and Carols” 
services at 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.  
The early service will include a special 
children’s feature while the two latter services 
will include the Sacrament of Communion and 
congregational candle lighting. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
AFTER CHRISTMAS...On December 
30th, we will gather for one service at 
10:00 a.m.  (Please note that this is the 
final Sunday for 2012 offerings.)  We 
will return to our two service format on 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6TH. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION...is 
being celebrated on Advent IV and Christmas 
Eve.  Volunteers are needed to serve; please 
sign up at Sally’s bulletin board. 
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YOUR CHURCH FINANCES...A summary of 
our receipts and expenditures relating to the 
operations of the church are as follows (as of 
November 30th, 2012): 
 
 Year to Date Year to Date  Year to Date 
         Actual  Budget    Last Year 
Receipts     $266,095         $274,649    $256,826 
Expenditures     $283,121         $300,872    $286,331 
(Deficit)    ($  17,026)        ($  26,223)   ($  29,505) 
 
Thank you for your prayerful and continued support to the 
life and work of your church. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
THURSDAY SMALL GROUP PROJECT:  FRENCH 
BIBLES FOR KRISTIN DERRY IN HAITI...As you know 

Kristin is working in Haiti until 
February, teaching 50 teachers how 
to teach in French.  She is working 
with an outreach organization called 
'Havserve.'  If you would like to see a 
video about her work, go to 

www.havserve.org.  Haiti tops the list in the world, for the 
worst place to be student.  Kristin is working with 5 schools, 
each with one room, incomplete walls and no roof.  There 
are 700 students from preschool to grade 5.  The teachers 
are volunteers and since they are not paid it is hard to attract 
good teachers.  Kristin has expressed a need for Bibles, in 
French, which can be shipped for $31 each.  If you would 
like to donate to this project please include in your church 
offering envelope, and write “Project Bibles to Haiti” on it.  
Many thanks in anticipation. 
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GHANA HEALTH TEAM 2013...Dr. Jennifer Wilson of 

Uxbridge is once again leading this 
multi-disciplinary health team to Ghana 
on its sixth annual mission April 12-28, 
2013. The 60 members of the team 

include doctors, surgeons, nurses, pharmacists, dentists, 
optometrists and other support volunteers.  Our own Tiina 
Derry will be returning as one of five pharmacists on the 
team.  As in the past, the team will work with the Northern 
Empowerment Association (NEA) to offer clinics to 9,000 
patients who cannot afford even the most basic health care.  
More information is available on the website www.grid-
nea.org   
 
Your Outreach Committee has recently made a $2,000 
donation to this important project from your outreach givings 
but you can also help us to help the people in Northern 
Ghana with your donations of: 
 
1. Sunglasses and Prescription eyeglasses 
2. Multivitamins - for children or adults, expiring after 
 October 2013; no gummy vitamins and no products with 
 iron. 
 
Please place these in the Ghana box on the shelves in the 
foyer by SUNDAY, JANUARY 13TH, 2013.  Thank you for 
your support. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
UPPER ROOM & CARE NOTES...Check out 
our literature table for the latest issue of the 
Upper Room daily devotional guide and a 
selection of Care Notes.  Help yourselves! 
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WE HAVE DEVELOPED AN “ACCESSIBILITY 
STANDARDS FOR ONTARIANS WITH DISABILITIES 

POLICY STATEMENT”...In fulfilling our 
mission, Central United Church strives at all 
times to provide its programs, goods and 
services in a way that respects the dignity and 
independence of people with disabilities.  

Central United Church is also committed to giving people 
with disabilities the same opportunity to access its goods 
and services and allowing them to benefit from the same 
services, in the same place and in a similar way as other 
people.  Training for employees and volunteers will take 
place in 2013. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PASTORAL CARE...Should you become aware of any 
illness, bereavement, hospitalization, etc., 
among people of our church; please notify 
the church office as soon as possible.  
Also, please advise us if you wish to be 
included in Sunday prayers. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
YOUR PRAYER CHAIN…would like to support you in 

prayer.  Please contact Sandra Ackles (905-
474-1172 or sandra.ackles@rogers.com) with 
your prayer concerns.  Requests are kept 
confidential within the Prayer Chain.  
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