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On being a witness 
 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 
I Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 
 
Text: John 1:35-36 
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk 
by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 
 
Introduction 
If you make an online purchase or call a supplier of some service or device you own to ask for 
some help with a problem, upon resolution you will almost invariably receive an electronic 
request to fill out a short survey about your experience.  One of the questions often asked is the 
likelihood of you recommending this company’s products or services to your friends. Companies 
know the recommendation of a friend to be very influential in purchasing decisions.  According 
to digital marketing group Fan and Fuel, 97% of customers say that online reviews influence 
their buying decisions. 
 
1. In our gospel story today we have no indication that Jesus asked Andrew to post an online 
review of his experience of meeting with Jesus; what we do see is that Andrew was so taken by 
Jesus that he went immediately and found his brother Simon Peter and said to him, “we have 
found the Messiah.”  The theme of ‘witness’ permeates this opening chapter of John’s gospel.  
John the Baptist witnesses to his followers that Jesus is “the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world.”  Two of his followers ask for an interview with Jesus and they are so satisfied 
by what they discover that they too are soon witnessing.  In fact the Gospel of John is a written 
‘witness’ from start to finish; or if you like, a chapters-long customer review filled with customer 
reviews. 
 
In the opening lines of this gospel the author outlines the ministry of John the Baptist as witness.  
“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light (Jesus), which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.”  And 
in that paragraph the author of the Gospel of John sets the stage for understanding the ministry of 
this key figure we know as John the Baptist. Witness. 
 
Witness to Jesus as a theme of the Gospel of John is developed akin to witnesses in a law court.  
The story of Jesus is shot through with trial motifs; witnesses are called, witness is borne, and 
testimony is constantly questioned and rejected by opponents of Jesus—not all customer reviews 
are positive.  All of this progresses until Jesus undergoes a final trial.  Keep in mind that the 
story of the witness of John the Baptist is told with the whole story of Jesus in mind.  So John’s 
witness sets the stage for the whole story that “Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world. “  
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Further, witness to Jesus is the mission given to the church by Jesus.  “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,” said our Lord to his disciples, “and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)  As 
the church remains faithful to proclaiming the Apostles’ teaching their witness continues today—
indeed to the ends of the earth. 
 
Who bore witness to Jesus for you?  For most believers, the journey to faith in Jesus is filled with 
witnesses along the way pointing us to him.  Even those witnesses that we may have at first 
rejected or thought strange, they still pointed and were part of that journey.  Witness comes to us 
in many ways.  I was raised on a farm and early each morning my father went to the barn to do 
the morning chores and then came in for breakfast; before we sat down to eat he would take his 
Bible from its place on a mantle, read aloud a passage, and then pray.  Each morning this routine.  
Witness.  Each of us has our own story to tell.  Witness upon witness.  I invite you to reflect with 
me in this story of John the Baptist and these first disciples of Jesus thinking about being a 
witness. 
 
2.  I notice that these who bore witness to Jesus simply related to others their own experience of 
Jesus in their lives.  John the Baptist said that God—the one who sent him to baptize—revealed 
to him that “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.”  John said that when he baptized Jesus he “saw the Spirit descending from heaven 
like a dove, and it remained on him.” Thus, John concluded, “I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God.”  Andrew and another unnamed disciple of John the Baptist, 
upon hearing John’s witness to Jesus, follow Jesus and spend some time with him.  The result is 
that Andrew goes and finds his brother Simon Peter and tells him of his experience of meeting 
Jesus—we get a summary sentence of what he told his brother, “We have found the Messiah.” 
 
Sometimes we think that we don’t know enough to be a witness to Jesus.  There is this sense we 
have that witness is the minister’s job; the task of witness should be left to those trained in such 
things.  It is true that the minister has a role to play in witness.  Andrew’s example of going to 
tell Peter indicates that each of us has a role to play in the lives of some who can hear of Jesus 
through our voice because we have a relationship with them as Andrew had with Peter. 
 
You can speak of your experience of faith.  It is in lots of things.  When we go to church there is 
something resonating in my being because I am there that I experience nowhere else.  When I 
read scripture there is a presence I sense in my being that what I read is truth—I can only 
describe it like a voice—inaudible yet clearly heard.  When I pray I find this sense that my 
prayer is heard.  When I faced this or that difficult challenge I found myself being carried along 
by Another. When I talked with my fellow believer and we prayed I came away blessed.  When I 
am by myself I never feel that I am alone. When I sat down to write an exam, I prayed for clarity 
of mind and found myself calmed and ready.  The experience of Jesus in our lives can be 
described in countless ways.  Something as simple as saying, ‘I don’t know how I would 
navigate the challenges of life without faith.  
 
 We read today a portion of Psalm 40 that also contains the theme of witness.  The Psalmist said 
“I have not hidden your saving help within my heart, I have spoken of your faithfulness and your 
salvation.”  The gospel is good news and part of its goodness is that it has been declared.  Jesus, 
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in the opening of John’s gospel, is said to be the Word of God who has come among us; the 
living word.  If God has good news that is never announced then its inherent goodness ought to 
be questioned.  But God announces his good news and we take our clues form him; part of its 
very goodness is that God makes it known.  We have good news to share. Keeping it to ourselves 
as Christians looks like we don’t think it all that good.   
 
I note also in the story of Andrew bearing witness to his brother a readiness to hear.  Clearly they 
are both faithful Jews looking for the fulfilment of God’s promise to send the Messiah.  There is 
something about the witness of a friend or family member we trust that we are willing to listen to 
because of relationship.  I say this to note that being a witness to Jesus does not require ramming 
it into every conversation in life with everyone we meet.  I note that while Jesus loved his 
enemies he did not trust himself to them.   
 
Furthermore, we believers need the witness of other believers. Let me ask, as believers, do we 
ever stop needing witness to Jesus?  The Psalmist went on to say, “I have not concealed your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation.”  Our experience in small group 
Bible study where we share deliberately of faith, do you not find yourself sustained in your faith 
by such conversation?  I have a good friend with whom I occasionally attend theology 
conferences.  We listen to lectures and then adjourn to a local dining establishment for 
conversation about what we heard—those conversations are a great treasure to my faith.  
 
There is also a corporate aspect to witness as believers gather in worship as we are today.  We 
read only of a narrow slice of John the Baptist and Andrew and Peter’s life.  The picture painted 
in the larger witness of the gospels is that these first disciples were people involved in Israel’s 
worship life.  They likely went to the local synagogue for worship and certainly to the great 
festivals held at the Temple in Jerusalem.  Furthermore, John’s Gospel is written to the first 
century church as a witness to be read at their gatherings.  The corporate life of Christians 
meeting for worship is assumed as the background context for the reading/hearing of this written 
gospel. 
 
In Psalm 122 (4) there is a reference to the tribes of Israel coming up to Jerusalem for worship at 
the temple and that this coming together was both a witness to the presence of God who called 
them to faith and an act of thanksgiving to God.  The tribes of Israel gathering for temple 
worship bore witness to each other and to the world around them of the God whose steadfast 
love endures forever.  Think about the fact that all across Canada today cars are in church 
parking lots or parked on streets around churches bearing witness that people have gathered for 
worship.  There is a corporate witness we called to as believers and our gathering together, 
reading the stories of Jesus and of the steadfast love of God, bears witness to Jesus—both for 
believers and for the world God loves.   
 
3. We have been exploring this theme of witness—the witness of God’s people to Jesus—and of 
the importance of witness for faith, both initially and in sustaining faith.  The story also teaches 
us that witness has its limits.  It is designed to point to faith which is relationship with God.  But 
it is God who initiates the relationship.  Notice that John the Baptist pointed his two followers to 
Jesus and that it is Jesus who welcomes them into conversation with himself.  We point to Jesus 
but Jesus takes it from there.  Andrew goes and gets his brother Simon Peter who in turn comes 
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and meets Jesus; this is when Simon’s nickname Peter gets solidified—Peter means rock—Jesus 
knows him inside-out.  The point being it is now Peter’s own experience of Jesus.  So it is with 
every believer.  Each person does their own believing.  
 
In our witness we do need to offer thoughtful answers to questions people have about faith.  For 
example, G.K. Chesterton wrote, “It is absurd for the Evolutionist to complain that it is 
unthinkable for an admittedly unthinkable God to make everything out of nothing, and then 
pretend that it is more thinkable that nothing should turn itself into anything.”  Thoughtful 
answers like this help people see that some of their assumptions in rejecting faith may not be on 
as solid an intellectual footing as they once thought.  Even so, in the final analysis it is Jesus who 
makes himself known and is fully capable of the same.  As the Apostle Paul wrote, “God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” (1 
Corinthians 1:9) 
 
4. What are you seeking?" What are you looking for? What do you need? This is the question 
Jesus asks those interested and apparently they found what they were looking for in Jesus.  On 
that night before Jesus gave up his life for us he said to his disciples, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life.” 
 
Way. The road of discipleship leads us to a glorious destination.  The road we walk in faith never 
winds down into a swamp, never lands us in quick-sand or dead-end.  Of course it’s not always 
an easy trek.  Any suggestion it might be is routed by one reading of the gospels.  Yet as 
challenging as discipleship is, the challenge will never be greater than the reward.  And if in a 
moment of discouragement we are tempted to think that this way, the way which our Lord 
himself is, is too challenging, a quick glance at other roads—meandering, desert-riddled dead-
ends—will keep us following him who has pioneered the way ahead for us, now accompanies us 
on the road, and simultaneously cheers us on from the finish line where he awaits us. 
 
Truth. As truth or reality he exposes illusion and fantasy and falsehood for what they are.  I have 
had the privilege of a lot of study in life, reading philosophers and other authors promoting this 
or that way of life.  I read those through the lens of the life of Jesus and I have to say that in each 
case I am moved afresh to pursue truth that is Jesus in my own life, repudiating the seductive 
illusions, the enticements that lap at me as surely as they lap at you. 
 
Life. Since he has been raised from the dead, death cannot overtake him; neither can death 
overtake us who love him. In the face of our own mortality death makes a mockery of the 
aspirations we have in life and it is unsettling.  Except—to love him who is resurrection and life 
is to know two things: first, our coming death is nothing more than mere biological interruption, 
nothing more than a momentary disruption as we go from life to life; second, everything about us 
that has reflected the goodness of the kingdom of God, will be brought with us through the 
momentary interruption. Jesus Christ alone is resurrection and life; to love him is to be the 
eternal beneficiary of what he is in himself. 
 
I can say without hesitation or qualification that Jesus Christ is indeed all that he promises to be. 
He is way and truth and life. 


