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I am the light of the world 

 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Psalm 23 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 

 

Text: John 9:5 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

 

Introduction 

Francis Crick, who co-discovered DNA and won the Nobel Prize in Physiology in 1962, said this 

in his book The Astonishing Hypothesis: “You,” your joys and your sorrows, your memories and 

your ambitions, your sense of personal identity and free will, are in fact no more than the 

behaviour of a vast assembly of nerve cells and their associated molecules.”  “Am I just my 

Brain?”; this is the title of a book by Dr Sharon Dirckx in which she probes, among other 

questions, “is my brain the same thing as my mind?” 

  

1. “As he (Jesus) walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’” We are ever analyzing our human 

experience to come up with plausible explanations for the things we see.  The hope seems to be 

that if we can only understand how things are the way they are we will somehow be better off. 

‘Here is a man born blind and the cause is sin in his parents or him,’ opine the disciples.  How 

are we to understand this, they ask Jesus?   

 

We are glad that Jesus rejects his disciples’ analysis of the man’s situation.  Our tendency is to 

think them ill informed for thinking that such a condition as blindness from birth were inflicted 

by some moral failing in him or his parents.  How archaic!  But let me ask you if the scientist 

Francis Crick saw this blind man would he say that his molecules did it to him?  Is his blindness 

from birth a function of his brain activity? In both cases—first century disciples and twentieth 

century scientist—we lay the blame with the person.  Either explanation hardly makes the blind 

man feel better about his situation.  

 

And further do you notice the hint of condescension in both postures?  The disciples, who have 

their own sight intact; are they concluding that they have their sight because their parents and 

they themselves have been more morally upstanding having escaped the physical impairment 

that sin causes?   That guy is blind, I’m not, so I must be on the good side.  And for the scientist 

who says we are merely molecules, would he or she say that the molecules that issued in 

blindness for this man was just an unfortunate roll of the molecular dice?  Or maybe they would 

say that, what is, is—most get sight, some don’t. 

 

And we do this kind of “explaining” in all kinds of ways.  The person in poverty; we quietly 

question their acumen for handling money because our understanding is that I am not in that 

place because I follow prudent financial discipline.  The person who has cancer is thought to be 

handling stress poorly or harbouring bitterness about something in their life.  We are ever 

explaining things, confident that understanding is key to getting the best in life. 
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Jesus’ response to his disciples’ question undermines their confidence in all such explanations.  

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned!” I wonder if Jesus raised his voice to a near shout at 

this point.  “No!”, says Jesus. Jesus doesn’t mean to say that this man nor his parents have no sin 

in their lives.  Jesus rejects the assumption, the explanation, the disciples are making about the 

nature of human existence.  It can never be explained is such simplistic ways.  He also rejects 

what their assumption says about God and his nature.   

 

In the NRSV of the Bible what follows next can give the wrong impression of what Jesus said; it 

reads Jesus saying, “he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. (KJV a 

better translation) How this verse is punctuated makes a difference in the way one interprets 

what Jesus said.  The NRSV, by adding “he was born blind,” which is not in the Greek text, 

suggests that Jesus reasons that the man’s blindness is an “excuse” for God to show God’s 

power.  As if Jesus were offering a better explanation.  A more accurate translation would be 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned. But in order that God’s works might be revealed in him 

it is necessary for us to work the works of the one who sent me …”  As one commentator put it, 

“God had not made the man blind in order to show his glory; rather, God has sent Jesus to do 

works of healing in order to show his glory." 

 

It is in this context that Jesus asserts again, “I am the light of the world.”  Jesus is the one who 

shines in the darkness of all our explaining and his light illuminates all of it.  Jesus will go on to 

not only give this man his physical sight but also give him the gift of spiritual sight seen at the 

end of the story as this man worships Jesus, acknowledging that Jesus is God come among us.  

Jesus will assert by these actions that we are much more than a product of moral success or 

failing; more than a collection of molecules; rather we are persons made for relationship with 

God.  The very fact of the incarnation, that God has entered human history as the man Jesus of 

Nazareth, indicates that the human is the fit vehicle for God’s habitation and therefore possesses 

a nature greater than all our explaining could ever add up to describe. 

 

Psalm 139 puts the point this way: “You search out my path and my lying down, and are 

acquainted with all my ways.  Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it 

completely.  You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.  Such knowledge is 

too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it.”  The Psalmist, in saying that God “is 

acquainted with all my ways,” is acknowledging that he, the Psalmist, is not.  Jesus is the light of 

the world that illumines everything about our existence. 

 

Another angel of vision on this same truth is described in the poetry of the 23rd Psalm.  “He 

makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.  He 

leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.” There is no aspect of our human existence that the 

light that is Jesus Christ fails to illuminate.  He is the light who shows us what is the true nature 

of human life; and everything is lit up by him. 

 

You notice that the work of God was to give this man his sight—it was to heal the disfigured 

creation.  And this miracle is a sign pointing forward to the healing God intends in Jesus Christ; 

the day when all these diseases and disfigurements will be healed and most of all the healing of 
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the disfigurement of sin—that day when we will live with each other in that place where love 

will never be inhibited but only give way to more love. 

 

2. Clement of Alexandria (c. ad 150-215) was a well-educated convert to Christianity who 

eventually became a leading theologian in the catechetical school of Alexandria.  In his 

commentary on John’s gospel he wrote, “In our sickness we need a Saviour, in our wanderings a 

guide, in our blindness someone to show us the light, in our thirst the fountain of living water 

that quenches forever the thirst of those who drink from it.  We dead people need life, we sheep 

need a shepherd, we children need a teacher, the whole world needs Jesus! 

 

I love the variety of scriptural descriptors of Jesus that Clement uses; Saviour, guide, light, living 

water, life, shepherd, teacher.  Clement offers an eloquent description of what I tried to say when 

I said that Jesus, as the light of the world, illuminates everything.  And yet such a description no 

matter how many metaphors we use can never fully capture the wonder that is Jesus Christ.  

 

The story of this man being healed is a wonderful story demonstrating God’s love for hurting 

people seen in Jesus Christ.  The story tells us that Jesus is doing the works of God.  The miracle, 

as beautiful as it is, is not the critical point in the story, however.  The point of the story is what 

the miracle signifies.  I notice that Pharisees spend a lot of time asking how the man received his 

sight.  “Jesus put mud in my eyes, then I washed, and now I see.”  The man had to give the 

explanation more than once.  The point being that if they could explain this man’s sight any other 

way—and they even tried saying he wasn’t really the blind man they all knew—they could avoid 

the obvious conclusion; Jesus is from God. 

 

And we do that today.  We humans look for all manner of explanation to keep God out of our 

story.  Think about the way we talk about miracles.  We have accepted a Deists world view that 

essential says—if there are gods they exist in their own reality detached and uninterested in ours.   

We talk of miracles under the categories of “natural” and “supernatural,” where the supernatural 

is what happens when the normally absent god reaches in, does something peculiar, and then 

goes away again. That is not how ancient Jews or early Christians would have thought.   

 

All healing is God’s doing for he is the One sustaining your life.  “He makes me lie down in 

green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.  He leads me in right paths 

for his name’s sake.”  The Psalmist isn’t speaking only of spiritual aspects of life.  Hebrew 

understanding of life always included everything about our humanity.  They didn’t make the 

sharp distinction between spiritual and physical that is so imbedded in our thinking.   God wasn’t 

thought of as largely absent and showing up on occasion, if we beg enough in our prayers.  

Rather, our Lord never leaves nor forsakes us.   

 

As it is precisely what this miracle signifies about Jesus that has everyone so shook up.  Not 

everyone is happy about the presence of the light of the world.  Our spiritual blindness blinds us 

to the fact of our spiritual blindness.  We think we can see.  Some of the Pharisees overheard 

Jesus comment, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and 

those who do see may become blind,’ they responded claiming they could see just fine.  While 

Jesus’ main pronouncement was the amnesty God was offering in himself, there was also this 

other current where he points out that rejection of the light is perilous. 
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3.  I notice also in the story the way so much was designed to disrupt this man’s relationship with 

Jesus.  The threat to his parents and the hostile interrogation and being driven out of the 

synagogue; all designed to cause him to deny what Jesus had done in his life.  We too experience 

things in life that the enemy uses to drive a wedge between us and Jesus.  Loss of friendships, 

penalized by employers as we are overlooked for promotion, illness, economic reversal, loss of a 

loved one.   

 

On the matter of illness I note with you that this man’s blindness was not a barrier to the 

presence of Jesus.  Neither was it an indication that Jesus abandoned him.  In point of fact, the 

story says Jesus came to him.  He wasn’t crying out for Jesus to come.  Jesus came. 

Others may abandon us.  God does not.  You also see at the end of the story after the man had 

been driven out of the synagogue and ostracised by those he trusted; that when Jesus heard what 

happened to him that Jesus went and found him.  Is this not a real-life instance of where Jesus 

enacts the truth of his parable of the lost sheep?  Jesus went and found him.  I love this text, 

“when he found him.”  Jesus then invites the man to believe in him.  This is the experience of 

every believer; Jesus came and found us.  Further, Jesus shows up when the pain is piled up on 

us. 

 

We read today a text from the later portion of the Apostle Paul’s Ephesian letter; the portion of 

the letter where Paul talks about the implication of the gospel for the life of the believer.  Paul 

wrote.  “Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right 

and true.”  I have too often read this as a moral admonition to ‘straighten up and fly right,” so to 

speak.  But that is to reduce the gospel to moralism.  To live as children of light is to walk in 

company with the light of the world. The good and right and true that our Saviour is in himself 

and that he has in mind for us, is ever expanding in its greatness and never disappoints.  The 

more we know of Jesus we find that his light illuminates more than we could ever imagine.  On a 

personal note, I have to say that the study of gospel captives and ignites the mind and 

imagination as nothing else can. 

 

“As long as I am in the world,” said our Lord, “I am the light of the world.” 


