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It is finished 

 

John 11:45-53, 18:1-19:42 

 

Text: John 19:28-30 

A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of 

hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then 

he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

Introduction 

Each of the four evangelists—Matthew, Mark, Luke, John—each one has his own particular way 

of framing the story of Jesus’ passion and death. Each one wants to tell us in the most convincing 

way possible that the crucifixion of the son of God is the most important thing that has ever 

happened and that it reveals the true and complete destiny of humanity and the creation. Each 

one of the four has done his work painstakingly in order to convey in the most arresting terms the 

profound, world overthrowing significance of the crucifixion of Jesus. The emphasis placed on 

the telling of the passion and death of Jesus by these authors is such that one theologian observed 

that each gospel is defined as a passion narrative provided with an introduction.  

 

The accounts of Mark and Matthew, though they differ from each other in ways that greatly 

enrich us, have one crucial feature in common: both of them have only one of Jesus’ sayings, and 

it's the same one: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  It is the cry of dereliction—

more like a shriek than a cry—a shriek of utmost abandonment.  On the cross, Jesus the Messiah 

experienced hell, the absence of God, the ultimate judgment.  Both Mark and Matthew shape 

their passion narrative to highlight this one saying.  They want us to know that there is no hell 

that Jesus has not entered, no demon that he has not confronted, no abandonment or despair that 

he has not felt. He experienced the great nihilistic swallowing up of all goodness.  

 

He does so for our sakes.  He does so, asserts the gospel, as our substitute.  “For our sake,” 

declares the Apostle Paul, “he (God) made him (Jesus) to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God.”   

 

The gospel of John tells the same story another way.  John’s Good Friday narrative incorporates 

three sayings that were treasured by him and his community.  John ends his passion story with 

these words of Jesus: “It is finished.” What is it that John wants us to understand about Jesus’ 

death that he emphasises in highlighting this saying of Jesus, “It is finished?”  

 

Many people read this saying understand it as meaning ‘it's over’ or ‘it's the end.’  It is read as if 

Jesus were saying something like, “it was a good campaign while it lasted,” or “I gave it my best 

shot.” “If I'd been a little more conciliatory towards Pilot perhaps the thing would have gone a 

bit further.  “Now it's finished. “The end.” And this is how many want to read the story.  The 

cross was a mistake. Jesus was simply the wrong person in the wrong place at the wrong time. 

The crucifixion was an unfortunate thing that happened to Jesus on his way to the resurrection. A 

momentary blip in the arc of his ascent to the Father.  So, the messy business of the crucifixion is 

over, it is finished.  Theologically suggesting that we ought to skip past Good Friday and go 

straight to the resurrection. 
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The gospels, however, bring us deliberately to the cross and ask us to focus our attention here.  

The root of the Greek word translated “it is finished” is telos.  While the word can mean “end” in 

the sense we have used it, it also means to perform, execute, complete, fulfil, (so that the thing 

done corresponds to what has been said, or ordered, or commanded, etc.)  The question is how 

John wants us to understand what Jesus is indicating by this saying.   

 

John emphasizes all through his gospel that Jesus is never the passive victim. He is not on the 

cross by mistake. He is not this wrong person in the wrong place at the wrong time.  When Jesus 

claimed he was the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep, he added, “… I lay 

down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 

command from my Father.” (John 10:17-18)  As John tells the story of that last supper he begins 

this way; “Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 

from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 

them to the end.” The word translated ‘end’ is this word ‘finished’ Jesus uttered on the cross.  

John wants his readers to know that Jesus loved us to the point of finishing his work on the cross.  

 

For John it is precisely on the cross that the work of Jesus is carried through to its completion.  

The resurrection doesn't cancel out the crucifixion as if it were only a passing episode to be noted 

briefly. The resurrection vindicates the crucifixion meaning to verify, confirm. The work of Jesus 

is brought to a completion on the cross. That's what “it is finished” means. The Father and the 

Son together, in the power of the Spirit, are saying to us, the work that the Father gave the Son to 

accomplish is consummated, completed, finished as he dies. The resurrection verifies and 

confirms that Jesus’ passion and death on cross is the main event.  

 

If you could go back two verses in John's passion narrative, we read that directly after Jesus’ 

saying in which he commends his mother and the Apostle John to one another, that “Jesus knew 

that all was now finished.”  All was now finished. The same word twice in two verses.  John is 

being very emphatic using the same word twice like this.  There are many threads in John's 

gospel that are being tied together here in the word finished. The life work of Christ is brought to 

its consummation.  He has fulfilled the scripture.  To those who received him, he has given 

power to become children of God. He has offered himself as the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world.  

 

And you also notice that we are all bystanders, spectators. That business between us and God, 

that unpleasantness that began in the garden of Eden, that tendency to be gods unto ourselves, 

our rebellion, are clenched fisted, violent pride, that sin, all that is about to be addressed, not with 

words, but with a deed.  Jesus is about to do for us that which we cannot do for ourselves. We are 

about to learn that discipleship is not first a matter of our own doing something for God but a 

matter of having something done for us by God. 

 

Though Jesus’ completing work is invisible to us—all we can see from here is the horror and the 

blood, the defeat and the death—though we look on his cross and see nothing but the last, the 

end, the loss, something grand and glorious is being worked out despite us. We are rendered 

silent and are called on to watch as Jesus dies. It is finished, completed for us.  
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We must admit, as we stand at the foot of the cross, that we are incapable of probing the depths 

of what is occurring here. We don’t comprehend what sin means to God; it wretchedness is 

oceans deeper than I care to imagine.  Even as we say, ‘he died for the sins of the world,’ our 

hearts are not broken as God’s is here.  As Father and Son together take this on in themselves, 

we cannot comprehend the magnitude of what transpires.  We can say things like, “he was 

wounded for our transgressions,” “crushed for our iniquities.”  But even saying such things our 

sense of them falls far short of their true depths.  At the cross, Jesus established the new creation 

by allowing the poison in the old to have its full effect.  He launches God's Kingdom of justice, 

truth, and peace by allowing injustice, lies, and violence to do their worst, and, like a hurricane, 

blow themselves out exhausting their force in one spot. Here at the cross. He begins the work of 

healing the world by providing the antidote to the infection that would otherwise destroy the 

project from within.   

 

And all of this is for us and for our sakes.  His sacrifice calls from us a life of being all in for him 

even as he is all in for us.  The work has been done.  Here, at the cross, the believer understands 

that our future has been secured in Jesus Christ. 

 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said …, ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour 

wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it 

to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his head 

and gave up his spirit. 

 

 


