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… alive to God in Christ Jesus 

 

Genesis 21:8–21 

Psalm 86:1–10, 16–17 

Romans 6:1b–11 

Matthew 10:24–39 

 

Text: Romans 6:9-11 

We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives 

to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Introduction 

Can you live judgement free?  I was listening to a TED talk (Technology, Entertainment, 

Design) titled “How to speak so that people want to listen;” a topic of interest for a preacher.  

The author of this talk listed what he called the seven deadly sins of speaking; one of these 

‘sins’, so called, of turning people off is what he called ‘judging’—no one wants to listen if they 

think you are judging them.  I point out that, in his comment about judging, the speaker is 

making a judgment; a judgement with respect to those he considers to be judging.  I know Jesus 

cautioned against judgementalism—judging in others something you exempt in yourself—but 

this in not the same things as saying, ‘make no judgements.’   

 

Open-mindedness is said to be highly valued in our culture.  One minister recently tweeted 

(Sammy Rhodes @sammyrhodes) If you want to know how open-minded someone really is, tell 

them you're a minister.  It seems that for some ‘open-mindedness’ is code for holding only 

‘politically correct opinions.’ 

 

1. Justification by faith is an amazing gospel truth to contemplate.  The Judge of the world has 

borne his just judgement of our sinfulness in himself at the cross of Jesus Christ.  A great 

amnesty has been declared and the believer in Jesus Christ is set free from the penalty and power 

of sin.  Keep in mind that judgement is the activity of a person.  God’s judgement is the activity 

of the living God himself—whose heart is mercy.  Judgement is therefore to be welcomed.  

Why?  Because God judges us for the sake of saving us.  In other words, there is mercy in God’s 

judgement; in fact mercy is the ultimate purpose of God’s judgement.  God bothers to judge us 

only because his compassion aims at saving us.  To put it another way, the great physician 

pronounces the starkest diagnosis only because he intends the greatest cure. 

 

There were those in the early church in reflecting upon this wonder of God’s grace who 

concluded that justification by faith meant a judgement free life.  There were those in the church 

at Corinth, for example, who said this means “all things are lawful for me”.  There were those 

who reasoned (perhaps cynically) that if there is, as the Apostle Paul asserts, more grace in God 

than sin in you then you can’t out-sin God’s grace.  And then there were those who rejected the 

Apostle Paul’s teaching, saying that this was the very reason justification by faith was absurd; it 

can’t be a free gift of God as you say—moral standing has to count for something in order to be 

acceptable to God. 
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The Apostle Paul insists that we are set right with God by faith and this implies a life turned 

toward Jesus Christ.  “Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?  By no means! 

How can we who died to sin go on living in it?” Our identification with Jesus Christ means that 

“just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 

newness of life.”  This ‘newness of life’ corresponds to the ‘obedience of faith’ the Apostle Paul 

spoke about at the beginning of his letter to the Romans. 

 

Obedience to Jesus Christ as the character of the Christian’s life is response to having been 

rescued from the death spiral of sin.  Paul characterizes the believer’s life as dead to sin and alive 

to God; we repudiate one and embrace the other.  This is what it means to walk in company with 

Jesus—he died to sin once for all and the life he lives he lives to God.  To walk with Jesus is to 

live life oriented to God.  This life oriented to God is what Jesus refers too when he said, ‘I have 

come that they may have life and have it abundantly.  I invite you to reflect with me on living 

life alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

2. It is a troubling passage of scripture.  Our conception of Jesus is that he brings people 

together.  What, then, are we to make of the one who calls us to love one another as he loves us 

who also says he came to divide; “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I 

have not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I have come to set a man against his father, and a 

daughter against her mother, etc.”  Does this surprise you?  Does it make you think that maybe 

Matthew made a mistake in his gospel? 

 

The gospel calls Jesus the Prince of Peace, so what it going on here?  The point Jesus is making 

is that God does not give his glory to another—no God but God.  Jesus will not share his rightful 

place in our lives with another.  There is a loyalty demanded in this faith relationship.  Only God 

can be God.  To live otherwise is to live foolishly; it is to live unreality; to give someone else or 

something else the place God rightfully occupies in our lives is to live a lie.  

 

A father cannot claim this place in the life of his son; neither can a mother claim it in the life of a 

daughter.  In our era it is the other way around; children making claim of their parents.  Perhaps 

you heard the story of a 36 year-old Ohio woman who was arrested for repeatedly calling 911 

because her parents refused to pay for her cell phone any longer and her phone service was cut 

off.  When Jesus said that he comes to divide he means that the believer’s loyalty to him as the 

Lord of their life means only he is Lord.  And others, even family members, won’t necessarily 

like that. 

 

And it isn’t just family as our Lord stated.  Jesus’ demand for allegiance to him is a hard sell in 

our era.  In our culture that prizes personal autonomy above everything else, someone making 

this sort of demand in almost a non-starter.  The illusion that many live is that I really am the 

boss of me and in doing so I have no god (no religion).  This allegiance to ourselves is to crown 

ourselves the god of our lives and the religion is the religion of me.  

 

And so our culture is suspicious of this kind of demand for allegiance to another that Jesus 

makes.  It is hard to hear Jesus call above the din of all those more pleasing consumer voices that 

say, ‘you deserve.’  Jesus’ command to “come unto me” is way too strident.  Before we turn 

away from Jesus because he demands so much, let me invite you to consider that there are many 

https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/akron-canton-news/36-year-old-woman-charged-for-repeatedly-calling-911-because-her-parents-shut-off-her-cell-phone
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things in life that make demands on us and we find the demands only lead to something greater.  

I watch my grandchildren play competitive sports or gymnastics or dance.  I note that coaches 

and instructors demand much of them and I also note the satisfaction they derive from a game 

well played or routine beautifully executed.  Is this not also true of work that call from us our 

best efforts?  I see a member of my family who puts in hours of hard work in writing that 

demands relentless pursuit, and this gives way to the joy of a published novel.  We have lots of 

experience that teaches us that things outside ourselves making demands on us leads to much 

joy.  So before one jettisons Jesus because he is unbending in the loyalty he demands, let us 

recall these other experiences.  Give Jesus a chance.  What Jesus demands of the believer, the 

believer finds he supplies to the believer. 

 

Listen to the witness of his people, that they indeed find that the burden Jesus calls us to carry is 

light—for he carries it with us, and his yoke is easy, it is well fitting because he knows who we 

truly are.  Indeed, living alive to God in Jesus Christ is light and life. 

 

3. Psalm 86, portions of which we offered to God as prayer earlier in our worship, bespeaks a 

psalmist’s affectionate attachment to God—a picture of being alive to God.  It is interesting that 

this affection shines through even though the language is that of a loyal servant to the master.  

The Psalm begins and ends with the thought of the psalmist as ‘your servant,’ and seven times 

God is referred to as ‘my Lord.’  God is also addressed directly as ‘you, my God’ or ‘you, my 

Lord several times.’ 

 

The structure of the psalm is woven round the central core to bring emphasis to its central 

element—verse 11, a plea from the psalmist that the Lord will unite or focus his heart in the 

Lord’s way.  “Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided 

heart to revere your name.”  This idea of the undivided heart carries with it the idea of undivided 

loyalties.  There are always things lapping at us to place alongside of God.  This is not to say 

there are not other loyalties in life.  Love of family is an appropriate loyalty, but it is a 

penultimate loyalty. This ultimate loyalty belongs to God because God is ultimate.  The 

command to love God is first, above all other loves.  Yet love for God does not diminish these 

other loves but orders them and lifts them in the wake of love for God. 

 

Surely to be alive to God is to know and experience the love of and for God. 

 

The Psalmist also asks the Lord to teach me your way that I may walk in your truth.  Walking is 

used in the Hebrew scriptures as a metaphor for living the life of faith.  The early Christians were 

said to be dedicated to the Apostles’ teaching.  Teaching the early church to obey what Jesus 

commanded takes the form of hearing and heeding the Apostles, which is to say to attend to 

scripture.  Living alive to God is a life that listens to what God would say to us in and through 

the scriptures. 

 

4. “So,” writes Paul, “you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus.” This word translated ‘consider’ can also mean “to reckon.”  It is the same word that Paul 

uses as he cited a text from Genesis regarding Abraham; ‘Abraham believed God, and it was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Abraham considered God’s promise to him to be true.  Paul’s 

point is that this faith relationship is of God’s grace—reckoned to him.  Abraham’s living in that 
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relationship as the operative reality of his life is response to God’s gracious word of blessing to 

him. 

 

Paul calls believers to live the freedom from sin and death that Jesus has won for us as the 

operative reality of our lives.  Consider who you are in Christ Jesus.  Dead to sin and alive to 

God.  Repudiate one and grasp the other.  John Wesley preached that God could do more with 

sin in our lives than simply forgive it—though there is nothing simple about forgiving.  What 

Wesley meant was that in Christ Jesus a change of life was possible.  It is never too late to begin 

anew.  We are freed from the power and penalty of sin.  Through the Saviour’s enabling in our 

lives, living alive to God is life, real life. 

 

One danger that ever laps at the believer who endeavours to live obedient to Jesus Christ is 

moralism—that sense that we have achieved moral superiority.  Moralism isn’t only a danger for 

the believer—we see it in society as pronouncements are made about the correct opinions to hold 

and others to jettison.  In moralism, both religious people and people with no religion are 

avoiding God as Saviour and Lord.  Both are seeking to keep control of their own lives by 

looking to something besides God as their salvation.  Religious legalism/moralism and secular 

relativism are simply different strategies of “self-salvation.” 

 

The gospel announcement of justification by faith repudiates moralism.  We are all sinners 

needing God’s redeeming work.  But we must not mistake that this implies that obedience to 

Jesus has no moral or ethical implications.  I note that as Paul probes ethical matters in his letters 

that the admonitions would have sounded alien to the surrounding culture of the Roman world.  

Still, Paul persists; “consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 

 

I am sure that for many the call of obedience to Jesus Christ sounds alien in our culture.  Our 

surrounding culture of individualism has an ethos that holds up the authentic and liberated self as 

the ideal of character; a sensibility of the self as a unique and creative spirit whose reason for 

existence is its own expression.  The idea that God has a claim on our lives sounds foreign in our 

culture.  Announcing such a gospel requires courage.  Here is a possible place to find courage.  

Think of your experience as a believer; has your surrender to Jesus Christ diminished you?  

Indeed, in Jesus Christ we become our true self, for he knows us completely. 

 

4. I note that Paul grounds this admonition in Christ’s death and resurrection.  “We know that 

Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.”  We are ever 

brought the foot of the cross to understand God’s saving grace.  Paul wrote to the Corinthians 

that he had one sermon in his filing cabinet; Jesus Christ and him crucified.   

 

When I think of Jesus pouring out his life for me; when I think of his love for me that knows no 

limits, not even the limit of costing his life; it stands out to me that the One who has given all for 

me leads us to be all in for him.  In this, Jesus promises, I will find life, real life. 

 

The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 


