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… the glory about to be revealed to us

Genesis 28:10–19a
Psalm 139:1–12, 23–24
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43

Text: Romans 8:18-19
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 
be revealed to us.  For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 
God. 

Introduction
About 45 years before Jesus was born, the Roman poet Vergil wrote his Eclogues which 
consisted of 10 poems.  New Testament scholar Richard Longenecker notes that in these poems 
he prophesied that a regent would appear on the scene of human history who would restore the 
world’s lost golden age—at which time nature would produce plentifully without any human 
endeavour and the blight of human impiety would no longer pollute the earth. Only a few 
decades later many claimed that Caesar Augustus, because of his great achievements, was the 
fulfillment of Vergil’s prophecy.  

It was about 40 years after the death of Caesar Augustus that the Apostle Paul writes his letter to 
the Roman church claiming that the creation is still waiting with eager longing for the revealing 
of the children of God; creation was still waiting to be set free from its bondage to decay.  The 
idea that the natural world needs some sort of restoration or adjustment or being set right is not 
unique to the Bible.  Yet, we would likely agree with Paul that the achievements of the first 
Roman Emperor failed to produce the longed-for golden age; creation was still waiting.

June 3, 2008 the then Senator Barak Obama gave a speech to supporters on the last night of 
voting in the primary campaign.  As he called on delegates to support his nomination as his 
party’s US presidential candidate he said, “I am absolutely certain that, generations from now, 
we will be able to look back and tell our children that this was the moment when we began to 
provide care for the sick and good jobs to the jobless...this was the moment when the rise of the 
oceans began to slow and our planet began to heal...this was the moment when we ended a war, 
and secured our nation, and restored our image as the last, best hope on Earth.”

2000 plus years after Vergil’s poems, you still hear this hope for healing of the planet sometimes 
conceived as coinciding with certain policies of government administration.  And yet, would you 
not also say that the Apostle Paul’s claim is still accurate today in that we are still waiting for 
creation to be set free from its bondage to decay?  

1. We humans understand some of the how of the destructive forces in nature.  Hurricanes, for 
example, form over the warm ocean water of the tropics; as warm moist air over the water rises, 
it is replaced by cooler air.  The cooler air will then warm and start to rise.  ... If there is enough 
warm water, the cycle will continue, and the storm clouds and wind speeds will grow causing a 
hurricane to form.  
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While we may understand some of the ‘how’ of such destructive forces in nature, the question 
that troubles us humans is ‘why.’  Why do these things occur at all?  Is this simply ‘nature’ doing 
its natural thing?  Or is there something amiss in the natural world?  And what story do we tell 
that gives account for these events that can be so disastrous to human life?  If it is simply nature 
being natural where does this sense come from that we humans have that it ought not to be this 
way?  Is it simply because we don’t like it?

The gospel; the story of God coming among us in Jesus Christ; the story that unfolds throughout 
the Bible in God’s conversation with his people Israel and then in the word made flesh in his 
Son; the gospel tells a story that includes the creation; a story whose climax comes under this 
heading—"the glory about to be revealed to us.”  The Apostle Paul summarized the gospel 
narrative with respect to creation this way;  “For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but 
by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”

When the Apostle says that ‘the creation was subjected to futility’, what does he have in mind?  
In the Genesis story of the fall when the humans decided they knew better than God and ate of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil—"good and evil” being an Hebraism that means, 
‘whatever the human mind can imagine,’ signalling that the humans were going to their own 
way—God said to the man, “cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you.”  This futility in creation was 
done in hope, notes the Apostle, hope of the restoration of the humans to relationship with God 
as children of God.  The gospel asserts that indeed something is amiss in the created order; it too 
needs to be set free from its bondage to decay along with us humans.

I do understand that the futility of weeds in your garden is not on the same scale as the 
destructive force of a hurricane or a flood.  We wonder about God allowing such destructive 
forces in nature.  I do note that everywhere in scripture sin—the human telling God to get 
lost—is treated as profoundly serious business.  When it comes to the matter of the destruction of 
human life, the horrendous evil of the holocaust when six million Jewish people were 
exterminated was perpetrated by humans.  It is estimated that twenty million people died as 
victims of the brutal regime of Joseph Stalin.  We could go on naming such evils.  I also note that 
according to the World Health Organization there are annually between forty and fifty million 
abortions worldwide.  We humans are quite adept at ending human life.  According to 
ourworldindata.org, on average 60,000 people lose their lives to natural disasters annually or 
about 0.1% of global deaths.  It may be prudent before we judge God’s actions in subjecting the 
creation to futility that we humans look first to our own actions.

The point of the gospel is that this futility will not last.  The healing of creation is included in the 
redemption of the world that is won in Jesus Christ at the cross and definitively announced in his 
resurrection from the dead.  There is a ‘now’ and a ‘not yet’ in the good news of Jesus.  The 
outcome is not in doubt, but the consummation is not yet.  There is a day appointed when human 
history will end, and the creation will be set free from its bondage to decay—these things in 
nature that destroy will be no more.  That day, according to the gospel, coincides with ‘the 
revealing of the children of God’, the day, as Paul says, of ‘the redemption of our bodies.’ The 
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scriptures speak of this in terms like, “when death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away,” or as in Isaiah, “The wolf shall live 
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them.”

The hope of glory.  This is why the Apostle Paul says, “I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.”  Now the 
Apostle is not saying that the sufferings are no big deal.  He was a man intimately acquainted 
with suffering as he recounted in his second letter to the Corinthians, having endured 
imprisonments, floggings and often near death.  Paul does not call these things trivial.  He does 
know that the day of the redemption of the body is coming for him and all who cling to the 
resurrected Lord in faith.  Suffering does not last but the resurrected Jesus endures forever and 
gives us eternal life by including us in his own.  He is our hope.  “For in this hope we were 
saved,” says Paul.

We have noted this before and I think it worthy of repeating; the good news of Jesus Christ 
orients believers to always be looking forward.   We aren’t those who look back paralyzed by 
what was lost or hapless because of what we imagine might have been if only we had chosen this 
instead of that.  The truth of the gospel is that in Christ Jesus God has turned towards us and will 
not turn back from us.  As Paul wrote to the Philippians of Christ, “the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”  We are not at home in 
this world—yes, we have homes here—but the believer is ever on the way to that eternal home.   
When we struggle with disease or other diminishment—ever that disease that will close out our 
earthly life—we know by faith that this is not the final page of the story about us.  The final story 
for Jesus was not his crucifixion on the cross but his being raised to life eternally.  So, we too 
will be raised in a resurrection like his, promises God in the gospel.

2. In the providence of God a time has been appointed when the glory anticipated will be 
revealed.  The Apostle Paul describes this time as coinciding with ‘the revealing of the children 
of God.’ Keep in mind that, biblically speaking, every human being is one of God’s creatures 
and is loved by God.  Psalm 145 (9) declares that ‘the Lord is good to all, and his compassion is 
over all he has made.’  This was a favourite text for John Wesley; he cited it in his sermons and 
writings more often than any other single sentence from the Psalms.  A ‘child of God,’ biblically 
speaking, is one who is rightly related to God by faith.  As Paul said, children of God are people 
led by the Spirit of God.  The Apostle John said that “all who received Jesus, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God.” 

The Apostle Paul does want his hearers to be uncertain about whether they are a child of God or 
not.  He assures his hearers that when we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God.  Everywhere in the Bible when we read the 
stories of God addressing someone, the person addressed knows who has addressed them.  In 
other words, God makes it known to them that he, God, is the one speaking with them.  God 
wants his people to know and by the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives he facilitates the 
very knowledge we need.
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It was Jesus who taught his followers to pray ‘our Father.’ It is a personal address that speaks of 
intimacy—respect for sure, but also intimacy.  I got thinking about this familial address.  I recall 
that I could never bring myself to call my mother-in-law ‘mom’ or my father-in-law ‘dad’.  I 
recognize that my experience in not everyone’s experience, but for me, those two familial words 
of address each belonged between myself and one other person.  When I say ‘mom’ I mean the 
person known as Janella Clubine; when I say ‘dad” I mean the person known as Charles Clubine.

I find, and I suspect that you do too, that when we pray together, “Our Father,” as our Saviour 
taught us, I have no sense that I am speaking with a stranger.  In fact, there is no awkwardness.  
It all seems so remarkably familiar.  It doesn’t feel as if I am outside some parliament building 
shouting hoping my voice can he heard by those inside; rather it is very much like being in the 
room with the one being addressed by our prayer.  When Jesus taught us to say, ‘our Father’ we 
are invited into a familial relationship addressing a particular person and only this person is the 
‘Father’ for us. Why is such prayer so familial an experience?  The Apostle Paul told us; when 
we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God.  

This and a myriad of other experiences witnesses to our hearts that we are children of God.  Take 
faith for example.  Faith we are told is a gift of God.  The fact that you and I believe at all, 
whatever the relative strength of that faith we perceive we have, witnesses the same truth—in is 
the Spirit of God bearing witness to our spirit that we are children of God.

3. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God.  The biblical 
question of the Lord’s people isn’t ‘why’ but ‘how long;’ not why things are so off kilter, but 
how long before the redemption is consummated.  The Apostle Peter addressed this ‘how long’ 
question giving us a hint of our Lord’s purposes when he said, “The Lord is not slow about his 
promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to 
come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) God is calling a people to himself wishing to fill up a great 
number only he has in mind.

Today we read Jesus’ parable of the weeds among the wheat that expresses God’s desire not 
wanting any to perish.  Notice that in Jesus’ parable the servants are not to gather up the weeds 
until the harvest because some of the wheat might be uprooted along with the weeds.  The 
preservation of the wheat is of great importance.  Jesus said, “the one who sows the good seed is 
the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom.”  
Clearly, it is our Lord’s desire to preserve his people.  It is also important to note that while the 
emphasis of Jesus’ preaching was the saving purposes of God, Jesus also warned that to reject 
the salvation of God is perilous as his description of the weeds as ‘children of the evil one’ 
indicates. 

Recall Jesus’ passion for those he called his ‘little ones’.  He was referring to those first 
beginning in faith and how important it is to welcome and nurture faith.  Jesus said, ‘Take care 
that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels continually 
see the face of my Father in heaven. So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of 
these little ones should be lost.” (Matthew 18:14) 
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May the promise of ‘the glory about to be revealed to us’ keep you looking forward. For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God. 


