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… at the name of Jesus 
 
Exodus 17:1–7 
Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16 
Philippians 2:1–13 
Matthew 21:23–32 
 
Text: Philippians 2:9-11 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Introduction 
The Hagia Sophia (Holy Wisdom) of Constantinople (Istanbul) was built in 537 as the mother 
church of the “Second Rome.” By that time, Rome itself had fallen.  The eastern Roman 
empire—the Byzantine Empire—would last another millennium, with Constantinople becoming 
the head of Greek Orthodox Christianity after it split with the Catholic Church in the 11th 
century.  The Ottomans conquered the city in 1453 and converted Hagia Sophia into a mosque.  
 
It remained as such for nearly 500 years.  With the fall of the Ottoman Empire during the First 
World War, a new secular Turkey rose in its place.  In that context, Turkey’s first president 
Kemal Ataturk secularized Hagia Sophia in 1934, turning it into a museum.  This year Turkish 
President Erdogan decided to (re) convert Hagia Sophia into a mosque—perhaps you have read 
news articles worrying about what this act signals. 
 
1. Susan Korah, an Ottawa-based journalist, has visited the Hagia Sophia four times in the last 
ten years, “each time,” she writes “I was mesmerized by the ethereal beauty and architectural 
magnificence of the cathedral.”  Some of you have visited this cathedral and may also have been 
struck by its beauty.  The interior mosaics are beautiful works of Byzantine art.   
 
One of those mosaics, appearing to watch from above, is of the icon Christ Pantocrator.  The 
Greek word ‘pantocrator’ is the combination of the word ‘krato’, meaning ‘to hold’ or ‘to hold in 
one’s power’ and the word ‘pan’ meaning ‘all.’  It is typically translated as ‘almighty’ in our 
English bibles.  This is the word found repeatedly in the book of Revelation predicated of God—
it is on the lips of those who endured persecution as they praise the Lamb of God (Jesus) before 
the throne.  (Revelation 15:3) The icons of that era tell a biblical story and in a world with 
limited literacy the story they carried was memorized; perhaps akin to those of us who 
memorized scripture.  In this icon Christ carries a book with seals; this depicts the scroll in the 
book of Revelation that only the Lamb of God could open.  
 
 Keep in mind that, biblically speaking, God’s power is his ability to achieve his purposes.  
When we hear the word ‘almighty’ in our era we are conditioned by our modern superhero 
stories to think of the power to break stuff and demolish opposition.  The biblical story is that 
God’s power is demonstrated at the cross where he gives himself up for us; at the cross God 
achieves his eternal purposes.  According to this beautiful first century hymn of Christ found in 
the second chapter of Philippians—perhaps penned by Paul—Jesus’ exaltation follows his 
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humiliation.  So, when the fourth and fifth century Christian saw this Christ Pantocrator icon it 
called to mind the gospel truth that the purposes of the exalted Lord to save would not fail, 
whatever the world occurrence at the time. (Essentially the message of the book of Revelation). 
 
Now while the word ‘pantokrator’ (almighty) is not in this early church hymn, the second half of 
the song surely captures its meaning in relationship to Jesus.  “Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” The author of this hymn—surely Paul was 
capable of it—has a text from Isaiah in mind as he pens these lines where God summons 
everyone, “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth!  For I am God, and there is no 
other.  By myself I have sworn, from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness a word that shall 
not return: ‘To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.’” (Isaiah 45:22-23) 
 
2. The gospel asserts that what is now known by faith—that Jesus is Lord of all—will one day be 
made evident in such a way as to be undeniable.  Every knee shall bow and every tongue shall 
confess.  Today we read the story of the chief priests and elders questioning Jesus’ authority; 
what we know by faith is they were interrogating the only person whose authority needs no 
outside authentication.   
 
The incident takes place on the day after Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem; it was the 
morning after he had driven the money changers and animal sellers from the temple.  Jesus had 
returned to the temple where he was teaching people when the chief priests and elders of the 
people approach him asking, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?”  Jesus, as is most often the case with questions he was asked, did not answer 
directly but said; “I will ask you a question and if you tell me the answer, then I will tell you by 
what authority I do these things.”   
 
Jesus’ question is about the baptism John (the Baptist) declared—was it from heaven or of 
human origin?  Why does Jesus ask them about John?  In Jesus’ day a rabbi’s authority stemmed 
from the rabbi who taught that rabbi—who gave you this authority is something like, where did 
you get your degree?  I have, for example, what is called a Testamur from Emmanuel College of 
Victoria University stating that I have completed the studies required for Ordination in the 
United Church of Canada.  Emmanuel College has authority from the United Church to grant 
these testamurs.  Jesus mentions John because he came to John for this baptism and carried on 
the contours of John’s ministry as he took up his own in Galilee. 
 
So, Jesus’ interlocuters deliberate; if we say, “from heaven” he will ask why we did not believe 
him?” and if we say, of “human origin” the crowds will riot.  So, they answer, “we don’t know.”  
Agnosticism can be a cover for all kinds of other things; indifference, unwillingness to act on the 
answer, fear of consequences, and, as in this case, hatred.   
 
Asking Jesus for authentication or credentials is akin to those who asked Jesus’ to perform some 
miracle as proof of who he was.  Show us credentials or proof and then we will come and believe 
or come over to your side.  The chief priests and elders all knew what happened at Bethany just a 
couple of weeks before when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  John in his gospel tells us that 
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it was these very leaders who decided Jesus needed to be gotten rid of along with Lazarus. (John 
11:47-49; 12:10) Jesus never trades in such proofs.  Jesus demands that we give ourselves to him 
first.  In doing so we discover in him an authority that needs no authentication; in the light of that 
relationship all these things that point to his authority (i.e. miracles) bolster faith as they are seen 
in faith’s light. 
 
One of the most commonly used metaphors for faith in scripture is marriage.  You can read all 
about marriage and know lots of things about what it takes to make marriage a success.  But you 
can only know what marriage is by giving yourself to someone in marriage.  The knowing of 
faith is like this—as we give ourselves to faith in Christ, we experience who he is.  The point 
being that we need first to take the plunge; we need to say yes to Jesus; we need to embrace the 
Saviour whose arms are open to us; then we will come to know him. 
 
3. The beautiful hymn that so eloquently expresses the exaltation of Jesus—the name that is 
above every name—is found in the context of Paul’s admonition to “live your life in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ.” (Philippians 1:27) Paul lifts up Jesus Christ as the person whose 
life is to shape our lives.  Believers are the people who live the reality that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
exalted above all, now in this life.  Indeed, there is much in world occurrence that contradicts the 
claim that Jesus rules now.  According to the gospel the actuality of contradictions is just that; 
contradictions are not the determination of reality.  Jesus Christ is reality.   
 
The exaltation of Jesus is a word of hope and comfort in all we face.  The turmoil of world 
occurrence; the uncertainty of the impact of pandemic; the hostilities between nations; the 
setbacks of economic loss or the diminishments of illness; these and host of other contradictions 
are not the final word or determinative of reality.  Jesus Christ is reality.  Jesus Christ in his 
humiliation, even death on a cross, executed as heinous criminal; this that appeared to the world 
the greatest contradiction of all he proclaimed, became for us salvation; at the cross God is 
achieving his purposes despite the contradiction of what was occurring in the world to the Son of 
God at a garbage dump outside Jerusalem’s city walls.  Therefore, God highly exalted him.  
God’s purposes to save are not thwarted by the contradictions that surround us.  
 
… at the name of Jesus.  For the believer the name speaks volumes.  We are the people who bow 
the knee now and confess with the tongue the reality of his Lordship in this age.  Akin to our 
fourth and fifth century fellow believers whose hope abounded as they contemplated the truth of 
the icon Christ Almighty that his purposes to save would not fail, so we too having taken this 
text into our hearts of the exalted Christ rest in the name of Jesus—meaning confidence in him—
assured that his purposes for our salvation will not fail ultimately. 
 
4.  But there is more here.  For the believer, living life in accord to the reality that is Jesus Christ, 
she becomes who she really is.  The topic of this section of Paul’s letter to the Philippians is 
probing what the reality of Jesus Christ means for how the believer lives.  As noted, Paul set the 
stage calling the believer to live a life worthy of the gospel of Christ.  Following the hymn of 
Christ’s humiliation and exaltation Paul writes, “work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling.”  Notice he does not say to “work up your salvation,” rather “work out.”  The 
admonitions to “live life worthy of the gospel of Christ” and “work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling” are two angels of vision on the same reality.   
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The philosopher Fredrich Nietzsche asked, “What does your conscience say?” His answer was, 
“You shall become who you are.” Nietzsche’s question and answer was intended to warn us 
against surrendering our self to the world to be determined by it and made in its image.  This 
philosopher’s concern is very much akin to the concern of the gospel.  However, for Nietzsche, 
who we are is whom we make ourselves.  There is much of this kind of self-determination advice 
in our world today. 
 
‘You shall become who you are’ is an admonition taken up by the Apostle Paul. The burden of 
so much of Pauline vocabulary is, “you are a new creature in Christ: now be one.  In other 
words, live as that new creature.  When Paul urges his readers to “work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling,” he means that we are to live out the reality of who we are in Christ.  For 
Paul, who we are is ultimately who or what we are in Christ.    
 
Now about the ‘fear and trembling’ part.  Paul does not mean the believer is to live a joyless life; 
that we are to so tremble at the fear of making a wrong decision such that we can hardly make 
any decision.  No. Following Jesus was anything but joyless as his beatitudes make plain.  Rather 
we tremble at the wonder that God is the one at work in us to become who we are.  It is the fear 
of respect, the trembling of the wonder.  In him we find the power to live, the confidence to be 
bold for him.  We are assured his purposes will not fail. 
 
5. Paul drills down on the implications of becoming who we are in Christ probing the importance 
for the church of being of one mind and looking to the interests of others.  Paul writes, be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.  The Apostle does not 
mean that believers all think identically—he means to be of one mind about the gospel of Christ. 
Apparently, there was some tension in the Philippian church between two leaders; you can read 
about that in chapter four.   We don’t know the nature of their falling out with each other.  Paul 
said of both women, “they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel”.  This is what 
unites us.  Love for Jesus; the work of the gospel; witnessing to the good news of Jesus and 
relieving the suffering in our world that his good news promotes. 
 
To use another metaphor, we need to be all rowing in the same direction.  Consider the people it 
takes all rowing in the same direction to make a worship service like this one happen.  There is 
the worship committee, and admin and property team, and choir preparations, and technology 
team, and care of the finances, and gifts of the people, etc. etc.  All rowing in the same direction.  
And consider how many times this is multiplied in congregations today around our world.  As 
Jesus was of this one mind for our salvation, so we too are to be of one mind regarding this good 
news. 
 
Paul also said that following Jesus calls us to not look to your own interests but to the interests of 
others.  Now Paul is not saying to jettison your own interests.  In his second letter to the 
Thessalonians Paul exhorts believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, “to do their work quietly and to 
earn their own living.” You might express the essence of what Paul says this way; its not 
thinking less of yourself; its thinking of yourself less. 
 
We serve a wonderful Saviour—whom to serve is the freedom and to become who we truly 
are… all this and much more… at the name of Jesus. 


