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DECEMBER 24, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
THE CHURCH FAMILY GATHERS 

 
MUSICAL PRELUDE 
 
GREETING 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH AND CHRIST CANDLE: 
We relight these four Advent candles anticipating this night, 
to remind us of hope, peace, joy and love.  And now we light 
the centre candle, the Christ Candle.  Its light bears witness 
that the Holy One has come into our world.  It reminds us of 
who is at the centre of the Christmas story. 
 
PRAYER OF APPROACH: 
O God our Father, whose Word has come among us in 
the Holy Child of Bethlehem, may the light of faith 
illumine our hearts and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.  Amen. 

 
* CAROL:  “Joy To The World” 

 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE: 

Greeting & Response:  Merry Christmas 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
acknowledge and confess our sins of thought, word 
and deed, committed against your Divine majesty.  
Forgive us for the casual way we treat your gift of love.  
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
 
SILENT PRAYER AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 
CHILDRENS STORY – THE WRONG CHRISTMAS STORY  
 

* CAROL:  “Away In A Manger” 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
   PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

THE ANGEL’S VISIT TO MARY (Luke 1:26-38 NRSV): 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  The 
virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.”  But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 
of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.  And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”   
 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?”  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come  
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in her 
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
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month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will 
be impossible with God.”   
 
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.”  Then the angel departed 
from her. 

 
JOSEPH’S DREAM (Matthew 1:18-25 NRSV): 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but 
before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you are 
to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet:   
 
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”   
 
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus. 
 

   CAROL:  “Silent Night” – Central United Church Choir 2018 
 
JESUS’ BIRTH (Luke 2:1-7 NRSV): 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph 
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
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WELCOME! 
We are delighted to have you worship  

with us this evening.   
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

The ministry team of Central United Church  
wish everyone a very blessed Christmas. 

  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
Minister:  Rev. Dr. James Clubine 416-358-4924 (C) 
E-mail: jclubine@centralunitedchurch.com 
 
Director of Music Ministry:  Sarah Wyse    416-200-5574(C) 
E-mail: sarahbwyse@gmail.com 
 
Office Administrator: Sharlene Wilson-Bennett  905-474-0183(O) 
E-mail:  admin@centralunitedchurch.com 
 
Facility Services Custodian: 
Sharon Gayman Laird 905-887-4075(C) 
E-mail: 647-222-0915sharon@centralunitedchurch.com 
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Yet through the shadows of our world, shines the light of     
your promise; the angels’ heavenly music floats o’er all the 
weary world.  We pray for the church of Jesus Christ, that 
we may be bearers of your light, singers of the angels’ song, 
and messengers of goodwill to all on earth.  We pray for all 
in power and authority, that they may be open to hear the 
glorious song of old, with its message of justice and peace 
to all humankind.  In all things for which we pray, give us the 
grace and wisdom to accept your will, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, in whose name we pray.  And as our Saviour taught 
us we are bold to say: 

 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 
Gracious God, by the death of your son you have destroyed 
the power of death, and by raising him to life you have given 
us life for evermore.  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of 
faith: 
 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 
FRACTION 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

 
* CAROL #416:  “Silent Night” 
 
* COMMISSIONING & BLESSING 

 
MUSICAL POSTLUDE 
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the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
 

 ANGEL PROCLAMATION (Luke 2:8-14 KJV): 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.   
 
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid.   
 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.   

 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
 
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.   
 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying,  
 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. 
 

 CAROL:  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
  
  SHEPHERDS’ VISIT (Luke 2:15-20 NRSV): 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
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made known to us.’  So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

 CAROL: “O Holy Night”  
 
 CHRISTMAS MEDITATION: “there was no place for them” 

 
THE CHURCH FAMILY RESPONDS 

 
   CAROL: “Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring” 
       (Piano & Organ Duet) 
 
* APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth; 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God`s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING: 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And on earth, peace to all! 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Blessed are you, gracious God, Creator of light, Giver of all 
life, Source of love.  We bless you for all your gifts.  We 
praise you for that holy night of hope and the wonder of this 
time of joy.  We praise you that your everlasting light is 
shown to us in womb and tomb, in cradle and cross, in 
tenderness and compassion.  For Jesus Christ, in whom 
you gather the hopes and fears of all the years, we bless 
your Holy Name, joining with all your people of every time 
and place, and with angels and archangels. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND SUPPLICATION: 
In this most holy season, we have gathered, O God, to 
celebrate the birth of the Christ child; to join our voices with 
the choirs of angels; to come with shepherds to the stable 
and wonder at this Christmas miracle.  With us we bring the 
hurt and the hopes of our world.  In this season we 
remember all who are empty.  We remember neighbours 
whose dreams have been shattered, and whose futures 
have been frustrated.  In this season of carols, we 
remember all in our midst who have little to sing about, all 
who are lonely, depressed, anxious, or sick.  (silent prayer) 


