
Rev. Dr. James Clubine Page 1 11/07/21 

Jesus’ name had become known 

 

Amos 7:7–15 

Psalm 85:8–13 

Ephesians 1:3–14 

Mark 6:14–29 

 

Text: Mark 6:14 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, ‘John the 

baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.’ 

 

Introduction 

In April of this year my step-daughter Marissa’s latest novel Lucky was released. (This is not 

intended as a shameless plug for her book, though she would not object to me mentioning it.)  

The story moves between present events in the life of the main character and events from her 

childhood.  This kind of story is known as a ‘dual timeline’ narrative; I would have called it 

‘flashback,’ but upon consulting those who write story I learned the correct nomenclature. 

 

Dual timelines add interest for reading a story and this pattern of writing is not a modern 

invention.  We read an example of it from Mark’s gospel today when we read the sad story of the 

death of John the Baptist.  Mark is narrating the story of Jesus’ Galilean ministry and then inserts 

this earlier event.  Mark had hinted at it in the first part of his gospel.  “Now after John was 

arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” (Mark 

1:13-14)  John’s arrest by King Herod (Antipas) is noted as a pivotal event for Jesus in beginning 

his Galilean ministry.   

 

(Antipas is the Son of Herod the Great and ruled Galilee on behalf of the Romans.  His official 

status is parallel to that of Pilate who ruled Judea.  Antipas was lobbying for the title of ‘King’ 

which eventuated in his falling out of favour with Rome and exile.) 

 

The gospel writers agree that Jesus continues the contours of John’s preaching in announcing 

that the kingdom of God has come near.  Jesus’ popularity, according to Mark, is now on the 

rise, so much so that King Herod (Antipas) has heard of it.  Jesus’ name had become known far 

and wide.  The link between John the Baptist and Jesus was so well known many were saying of 

Jesus, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead: and for this reason these powers are at 

work in him.”   

 

Dr. Klyne Snodgrass has written a wonderful resource book on the parables of Jesus which he 

subtitled ‘Stories with Intent”.  Snodgrass correctly makes the observation that Jesus’ intent in 

his preaching was always for response.  As Jesus preached about the inbreaking of the kingdom 

of God that was occurring in him the basic response he sought was to ‘believe him’ and ‘do it.’  

Think of the conclusion of the parable of the Good Samaritan; “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 

10:37) Jesus is always calling for response, in fact, demanding it.  “Jesus’ name had become 

known.” You had to do something with that.   
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Mark, throughout his gospel, probes the response of people to Jesus.  Here Mark was indicating 

the kinds of things people were saying about him.  Many knew of the promise of God through 

the prophet Malachi that the prophet Elijah would return so some said that Jesus was Elijah.  

Some thought one of the prophets.  Or John the baptizer raised.   When King Herod heard of 

Jesus he responded, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” I suspect that what Herod means 

is that when he hears of Jesus he concludes that Jesus is John all over again.  Jesus, like John, is 

preaching a message about the inbreaking of the kingdom of God.  Herod rules on behalf of 

Rome.  Firebrand preachers announcing the coming of God’s kingdom could be trouble for him 

because of the possibility of stoking Messianic passions and inciting insurrection.  

 

Jesus’ name has become known and a response is elicited.  Keep in mind that in the mindset of 

the gospel writer, ‘name’ means the character or nature of the person named.  And as his name 

becomes known we have to do something with that.  Someone who claims to be “way, truth, and 

life” calls for response.  Believe him; curiosity to know more; rejection; indifference—some sort 

of response is elicited. 

 

2.  Jesus’ name had become known—his nature and character were well known.  Though he 

preached an uncompromising message of the need to repent and believe, sinners found in him a 

ready welcome.  Jesus applauded the desperate person who reached out to him in faith no matter 

the limitations of their understanding.  He has scathing words for those who discouraged anyone 

from believing.   People who turned to him found themselves loved beyond their imagination.  

Even so, response to him and his message is mixed. 

 

Seven hundred and fifty years or so before Jesus, the prophet Amos warned the people of the 

northern kingdom, comprising of ten tribes known as Israel, of God’s pending judgement 

because of the corruption of the religious and political leaders.  Not long after Amos’ prophesy 

the Assyrians overran Israel and carried them into captivity.  We read today of one of Amos’ 

prophetic visions where God was holding a plumb line in his hand next to a wall.  The plumb 

line indicated that the wall was so out of line, so far off plumb, that the only remedy was to take 

it down.   

 

In some respects, Jesus is God’s plumbline held next to our lives.  The gospels declare that Jesus 

lived this human life in complete obedience to the one he called the Father.  Jesus is the human 

covenant partner that God has created each human to be and from which purpose we have all 

gone our own way.   When the Apostle Paul says that the believer’s life is hid in Christ he means 

that when God sees the believer he sees the Son with whom he is always pleased.  In Paul’s 

Ephesian letter we read of ‘every spiritual blessing God has blessed us with in Christ.’  

Sometimes we hear the words ‘spiritual blessing’ and relegate these to an otherworldly-only 

category.  Paul says their purpose is so that we might live for the praise of his glory.  Spiritual 

blessings have everything to do with the here and now; believers are to comport their lives to 

follow in our Lord’s footsteps. 

 

Which brings me, admittedly in a round about way, to this banquet that was held by King Herod 

at which John the Baptist was executed.  In Mark’s gospel another banquet story follows soon 

after.  It is the banquet Jesus held that we refer to as the feeding of the five thousand.  If you have 
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a Bible like mine and open it to the sixth chapter of Mark these two stories are side by side.  In 

fact you might call the middle portion of this chapter a tale of two banquets.  And the 

comparison is stark. 

 

Does anything in this story of Herod’s banquet surprise you knowing what you know about the 

human heart?   Herodias made a move up the power chain when she left her husband Philip and 

married his brother Herod (Antipas).  Herod’s first wife, according to the historian Josephus, was 

the daughter of the Nabatean King.  For anyone who has been to Petra in Jordan you visited an 

historic Nabatean stronghold.  When Herod married Herodias he sent his first wife back home; 

the Nabatean king was less than impressed and war broke out.    

 

At this birthday party Herod throws for himself to display his wealth and power, he invites all his 

courtiers and officers and leaders of Galilee.  These are all the people with political power and 

they need each other and feed off each other.  Every major capital city in our world has these 

connected groups.  In Herod’s case they are all males at this party, now in high spirits having 

been sufficiently lubricated with drink.  Thus, when we are told that Herodias’ daughter came in 

and danced a dance that ‘pleased’ Herod such that he promised up to half his kingdom, it doesn’t 

take much imagination to know what sort of dance took place.  And then Herodias, seizing the 

opportunity of Herod’s poor alcohol-fueled judgement in making so brash an oath in front of 

everyone he was wanting to impress, advises her daughter to ask for the head of John the Baptist.  

Is anyone surprised that these sorts of things happen? The Bible is brutally frank about human 

life. 

 

For those who know the story of Jesus feeding the five thousand, to say that the differences 

between Jesus’ banquet and Herod’s banquet are stark, is it to state it rather mildly.  Jesus wants 

nothing except to bless people with food and to build the faith of his followers.   A moment ago I 

suggested to you that in some respects Jesus is God’s plumb-line with regard to human life.  

When I consider these two banquets Jesus’ life calls for a response—which kind of banquet will 

I hold?  Which of these two banquets ought to set the pattern and tenure for my living?  It is 

interesting that Herod knows that John was a holy man and he liked to hear what he had to say.  

And though he ended John’s life he has another chance to hear the same message, this time from 

Jesus.  Jesus’ name has become known to him—what will he do? 

 

3.  Mark’s gospel is the shortest of the synoptic gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  His story 

moves quickly often with brief references to stories compared to how the other writers handle 

them.  Yet here in the story of Herod’s birthday party Mark’s account is the longest containing 

additional details.  Why does Mark slow down here and hover over the details of this story?  It is 

good to recall that Mark’s first audience was the beleaguered Church in Rome who had been set 

upon by the Emperor Nero in a wave of persecution.  They had witnessed the executions of the 

Apostles Peter and Paul.  You could understand that they might be discouraged—wondering if 

they should give up on Jesus.  Mark’s intention is to write a story that will encourage them to 

hold on to Jesus. 

 

Mark places this dual timeline story of the death of John the Baptist in between the current event 

of when Jesus sent out his disciples in pairs to proclaim the good news and their return from that 

mission when they reported to Jesus all that transpired.  Mark reminds his readers that these 
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disciples all knew what happened to John the Baptist.  They were aware of the connection 

between Jesus and John the baptizer and even though they are aware of Herod’s opposition and 

the dangers identification with Jesus poses for them, they follow Jesus.  In short, Jesus is able to 

sustain harassed people and just as he did it for his followers in Galilee, Mark wants his hearers 

to know that Jesus is alive and present today and will do the same for his followers in the 

empire’s pressure cooker that is Rome.   

 

Jesus’ name has become known.  How will his people respond in the midst of opposition?  When 

we experience the cultural winds blowing that treat the treasures of our faith as trash, and even 

calling them harmful, Jesus still calls for response.  I think of the way that religious services 

were considered nonessential by our governments in the midst of pandemic, yet liquor stores 

remained open.  Cultural winds are not favourable towards the church.  The cultural winds of 

Jesus’ days in Galilee were not favourable to his message either.  Jesus can sustain us now as he 

did his disciples then. 

 

There is also a foreboding in this banquet story.  Keep in mind that when John was arrested, 

Jesus goes ahead and launches his Galilean ministry.  This foreboding has followed Jesus for his 

entire ministry.  You can’t help but notice the parallels between what happened to John when he 

was arrested and what happened to Jesus when he was arrested.  They were both tried by Rome’s 

authorized representatives; Herod for John and Pilate for Jesus.  Both of Rome’s authorities 

knew their respective captives to be innocent.  Both Herod and Pilate had compromised 

themselves.  Herod had made a brash oath in front of the people he was trying to impress and 

Pilate though he could outmaneuver the Chief Priests by offering to release a prisoner never 

dreaming that the odious Barabbas would be preferred over the innocent Jesus.  Herod executes 

John to save face; Pilate hands Jesus over to be crucified to satisfy the crowd. 

 

Surely Mark wants us to reflect that Jesus proceeds with his ministry even though this 

foreboding points forward to his own end.  Jesus is going to carry forward John’s message even 

though he knows what happened to John.  Such is our Lord’s complete identification with us 

sinners for the sake of our redemption.  He will endure the injustice of corrupt leadership and 

even call them out—he one day called Herod a fox—in order to secure that day when all things 

will be set to rights.  The injustice of all this is even gathered up in God’s redeeming purposes 

and suffering injustice for his sake is never the last word. 

 

Herod will one day get to meet Jesus in person.  When Jesus was first brought to Pilate and was 

told that Jesus was from Galilee, Pilate saw an opportunity to lighten his work load; Herod was 

in Jerusalem for the Passover so he sent Jesus to him.  So the man Jesus, whose name and 

reputation Herod knew, was now finally before him. How would Herod respond to Jesus?  “Even 

Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe 

on him, and sent him back to Pilate.” (Luke 23:11) 

 

Jesus’ name has become known.  He calls each of us to respond.  The response he seeks is that 

we would believe in him and put what he taught into practise in our lives. 

 


