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He has done everything well 

 

Isaiah 35:4–7a 

Psalm 146 

James 2:1–10, (11–13), 14–17 

Mark 7:24–37 

 

Text: Mark 7:37 

They were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done everything well; he even makes the 

deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’ 

 

Introduction 

The two healing stories from Jesus’ ministry we read of today from Mark’s gospel take place in 

Gentile territory.  These Gentile neighbours of Israel would not have the background in the 

Hebrew bible that the people of Israel would have had, the normal venue for Jesus’ ministry.  

They would not likely know of God’s promise to restore his people given through the prophet  

Isaiah: “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the 

lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.”   Unlike the people of 

Israel, they have never prayed Psalm 146 that repeats these themes from Isaiah of God’s mercy 

that “lifts up those who are bowed down.”  Even so, in line with the prophetic word of Isaiah and 

the Psalmist’s praise of God’s mercy they say of Jesus, ‘He has done everything well; he even 

makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak;’ both themes of healing found in Isaiah indicating 

God’s restoration. 

 

I love the way the Revised New Jerusalem Bible translates this summary Mark gives of how 

these Gentile people responded to Jesus.  “Their admiration was unbounded, and they said, 

“Everything he does is good, he makes the deaf to hear and the dumb speak.””  The church today 

swims in a culture that knows little of the scriptures.  Unlike us who have today again read the 

prophet Isaiah, offered the prayer that is Psalm 146 in worship, and have again revisited familiar 

stories of Jesus’ healing ministry, they are in a place similar to these Gentile people who meet 

Jesus; people without this background from scripture and worship.  To be sure these Gentiles 

have heard something of Jesus’ reputation as a healer, just as many today have some notion that 

the church has something to do with this man named Jesus.  

 

What I invite you to consider is this; when they meet Jesus they are blown away—'astounded  

beyond measure’ is how our text puts it—by his sheer goodness.  Yes, the marvel of curing 

deafness and enabling the mute to speak are examples of this, but it is so much more than this.  It 

is in his character, in everything he touches, in what he speaks—there is just something about 

Jesus—‘he has done everything well!’  This word translated ‘well’ is also used to mean 

‘beautiful, of good quality or disposition, fertile, rich, profitable, excellent, choice, select, 

honorable;’ you get the picture.  This is why I like the translation that characterizes their 

response as, “their admiration was unbounded.”  

 

It is this Jesus who does everything well that we gather to meet in our worship; it is this Jesus, of 

whom the theologically uninitiated said “everything he does is good;” it is this Jesus to whom 
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Christians bear witness; it is this Jesus any are invited to gather near to and know.  To know him 

is to know God—asserts the gospel—and know that he is good! 

 

1.  “He has done everything well.”  All except, as some modern commentators say, for that 

disquieting bit of rhetoric Jesus used when speaking with the Syrophoenician woman who 

begged Jesus to exorcize a demon tormenting her daughter.  “Let the children be fed first, for it is 

not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”  The implication of the saying—

clearly understood by the woman evident in her response—is that this Gentile woman and her 

daughter are characterized as the pet dogs of a household.  In Matthew’s gospel he tells us that 

Jesus had preceded this statement saying that “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel.”  (Matthew 15:24) What is going on here?  This seems so out of character compared to 

Jesus’ behaviour everywhere else.  Is Jesus reluctant to help her?  Is Jesus tired and irritated 

because she intruded upon his attempt holiday?  Is Jesus’ own vision of his ministry limited and 

needs expanding?  I have seen all these readings by theologians commenting on this story. 

 

The Apostle Paul, whose apostleship on behalf of Jesus Christ was to bring about the obedience 

of faith among all the Gentiles, said that the gospel is the power of God for salvation, to the Jew 

first and also to the Greek (meaning the rest of the world).  The good news (gospel) that God has 

come among us to save was first given to the Jews.  The decalogue (10 commandments) begins 

with gospel; “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.”  Their identity as God’s people and 

their rescue from slavery preceded their obedience to the law.  In Jesus Christ this gospel is for 

the world.  Jesus rescues us from the power and penalty of our captivity to sin and frees us to 

walk in company with him. 

 

For Martin Luther, the gospel is the promise of God fulfilled in our midst.  When we read ‘you 

shall have no other gods before me’, we tend to hear, ‘you better not have…’ and read it as code.  

However, there is also God’s promise here; promise to fulfill what he commands in us—he will 

render our hearts free of that tendency to put things in the place that God rightfully ought to 

occupy for us.  Notice that the law of God is spoken in the second person.  “You shall…”  

Canadian Law—as in most law statutes—is written in the third person, i.e. “Every one who 

commits an offence under subsection (1) and thereby causes the death of any other person is 

guilty of an indictable offence.”  This is not how God speaks.  God does not give us a code.  The 

law is God addressing us personally—you shall, God is looking you in the face addressing you 

by name.  You shall be—the promise God is making in his determination to have a people for 

himself.  Of course, the believer responds by walking as best she can into this future God 

promises.  The law of God is encounter with the God who is speaking; this is who Jesus is—the 

Word of God made flesh addressing us. 

 

I also note that though God has spoken in the particulars of his address to Israel and then in 

coming among us in Jesus of Nazareth this does not mean that God has forgotten the rest of the 

world or is not working among them.  When Abraham died we are told that both his sons Isaac 

and Ishmael buried him.  God promised to bless Ishmael too.  Think of the story of the prophet 

Jonah and God’s determination to be for the people of Nineveh.  In the Revelation the leaves of 

the tree of life are for the healing of the nations. (Revelation 22:2) 
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Now back to Jesus’ conversation with this Gentile woman.  If Twitter or Facebook were 

operating in Jesus’ day this saying would likely have been enough to get his accounts cancelled 

for hate speech.  What is going on?  Some say that Jesus is testing her persistence and confidence 

in him.  This is clearer in Matthew’s telling when at first Jesus does not answer her at all, after 

further begging then says he came for the lost house of Israel, and then this saying about the 

priority of children over the dogs—this woman persists through all of this.  Indeed her faith is 

being revealed in the process and was commended as great by Jesus. (Matthew 15:28) 

 

The point I would make with you is that we weren’t in the room to hear the conversation.  We 

have snippets of what was said.  The emphasis in the story is on the outcome.  The woman was 

not deflected or turned off by anything Jesus said and her faith is rendered apparent for all to see.  

Matthew makes explicit what Mark implies—Jesus commends her great faith.  And Jesus heals 

her daughter.  You know that in speech much is conveyed in tone of voice and in the eyes and 

facial expression and in the posture of the speaker.  Think of the difference of something said 

with an open hand or a clenched fist.  What was Jesus conveying as he said this?  The woman 

took it as a clue to feel free to offer a rather sassy comeback—"Sir, even the dogs under the table 

eat the children’s crumbs.” I think Jesus is speaking satire and exposing this rhetoric about 

Gentiles as dogs as false.  He does, after all, heal the woman’s daughter.  Further, Mark is 

writing to Gentile Christian’s to encourage them in their faith in Jesus and understands this story 

as consistent with this theme. 

 

Additionally is the context.  Just before this story Mark has told us of how Jesus was scolded by 

some Pharisees because Jesus’ disciples did not follow the hand-washing traditions of the elders 

regarding dietary laws.  This is where Jesus famously said that a person is not defiled by what 

goes into a person from outside but is defiled by what comes from within, the evil in the human 

heart.  Similarly this regard of Gentiles as unclean dogs is elders tradition arising out of these 

dietary laws.  Further, if Jesus had no intention of ministry to Gentiles why does he go to these 

Gentile dominated regions.  Jesus demonstrates what the Apostle Paul will declare—the gospel is 

“also to the Greek”. 

 

I do acknowledge that when first coming to know or hear the gospel or gospel stories there are 

things in it that run counter to the moral pieties that dominate modern culture.  Some Biblical 

statements are currently considered hate speech because they demand that someone set aside the 

sovereignty of their own desires or feelings in light of an external authority.  Other statements 

require acknowledgement of a world for whom happiness of the individual is not actually the 

meaning of our existence.  Can we listen long enough to experience that Jesus wants to bless us; 

bless us with what we really are longing for? 

 

I invite you to note what has Jesus’ attention—this woman’s faith; her confidence that Jesus can 

help her.  As she first comes to see Jesus she has obviously heard about him—the reputation of 

this healer in Galilee has spilled over into neighbouring regions.  And then she gets news he is in 

a nearby house and musters all her courage, spurred on by her desperation over her daughter’s 

condition against which she is powerless, and barges in to where Jesus is staying to beg for her 

daughter.  Do you think Jesus is there by happenstance? 
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And then she hears the words she can hardly believe—“for saying that, you may go—the demon 

has left your daughter.”  Now would you leave?  I am more inclined to have wanted Jesus to 

come to my house and see my daughter released; I wouldn’t let Jesus out of my sight just yet, 

now that I have the healer’s attention.  Yet, at Jesus’ word, she went home and found her child 

lying on the bed, and the demon gone.  This woman is changed in her encounter with Jesus.  

What she heard by reputation is now reality for her beyond her imagining.  Somehow meeting 

Jesus has convinced her that if he says something it is done.  Friends, there’s something life-

changing about meeting Jesus. “He has done everything well.” 

 

2. A few weeks ago we heard a sermon by Rev. Stephen Williamson on the story in Mark’s 

gospel of the people who brought a paralyzed man to Jesus—they removed some roofing 

material and lowered their friend lying on a mat in front of Jesus. (Mark 2:1-12)  That incident 

took place in Capernaum, the Galilean town that served as the headquarters for Jesus’ mission.  

We find something similar taking place in the healing of the man suffering from deafness and a 

speech impediment.  In this story Jesus is in the Decapolis, a Gentile region on the east side of 

the Sea of Galilee. 

 

While there, Mark tells us that, “They brought to him (Jesus) a deaf man who had an impediment 

in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him.”  Keep in mind that Mark assumes 

you remember the earlier story he told about the paralytic man and how Jesus saw the faith of 

those who brought the man and responded.  Here too we can assume that Jesus sees the faith of 

the people who are bringing their friend for whom they care deeply, wanting good for him.  Jesus 

sees their faith—even if it is just ‘beginning’ faith; faith borne of hearing of Jesus’ reputation.  

And Jesus responds.  We are encouraged, by this story, to bring our loved ones to Jesus in 

prayer—our Lord sees our faith in him and he responds. 

 

Did you notice that when Jesus acted to heal this man’s hearing and speech impediment that 

Jesus took him aside in private away from the crowd.  Why?  In part because Jesus does not 

perform miracles for the sake of the miracle—as if to grandstand and say to the crowd, ‘look at 

what I can do.” Jesus refuses this sort of attention to himself—this is what Jesus rejected when 

Satan tempted him to turn stones into bread. It is because our Lord gives himself completely for 

us—never for himself. 

 

Notice too that Jesus orders them to tell no one.  You would understand this would be hard to 

keep quiet given that the man could now hear and speak plainly.  But why?  I think at the root of 

Jesus’ order is the truth that something much deeper is needed than healing of disease—as 

wonderful as that is.  We need to be forgiven our sin—our defiant rebellion against God.  Recall 

what Jesus said first to the paralyzed man as he lay before him—“your sins are forgiven.”  You 

could well imagine that the first words this man heard from Jesus after he restored his hearing 

were, ‘your sins are forgiven.’    Just as recovery of sight is used as a parable for the recovery of 

spiritual sight—I was blind and now I see—so too the recovery of hearing, something we all 

need spiritually, is used as a metaphor that we might also hear God’s pardon—your sins are 

forgiven.  

 

They were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done everything well; he even makes the 

deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’ 


