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…and the two shall become one flesh 
 
Genesis 2:18–24 
Psalm 8 
Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12 
Mark 10:2–16 
 
Text: Mark 10:6-9 
But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” “For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 
So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.’ 
 
Introduction 
If you were to give someone your best advice about marriage what would it be?  During the 
sermon portion of a wedding service the minister, looking at the bride advised, “To be happy 
with a man you must love him a little and understand him a lot;” turning to the groom the 
minister continued, “And to be happy with a woman you must love her a lot and not try to 
understand her at all.” (This is why I am not a marriage counsellor). 
 
1. I love the statement of purpose for a wedding service. ‘We come together today in the sight of 
God to witness the marriage of N and N.  We come to share in their joy and to ask God to bless 
them.  Marriage is a gift of God instituted by God at creation, it signifies to us the mystical union 
which is between Christ and His Church, and was adorned by Christ by His presence at the 
marriage in Cana of Galilee where He performed His first miracle.  It is, therefore, not to be 
entered into lightly or thoughtlessly, but reverently, thoughtfully and in the fear of God.  In this 
sacred covenant these two persons come now to be joined and to unite their hearts and lives 
blending all interests, sympathies and hopes.  I charge you both, therefore, in entering into this 
union to seek the favour and blessing of the Lord whose favour is life, whose blessings are rich 
and add no sorrow.’ 
 
In our gospel reading today we hear Jesus’ response to a question about the lawfulness of 
divorce.  This was a topic of rabbinical debate in Jesus’ day.  In the Older Testament law there 
were regulations regarding divorce; the question that was debated had to do with the grounds for 
divorce.  (Deuteronomy 24:1) There were two schools of thought; one quite restrictive with 
respect to the grounds and the other advocating that (almost) any reason would do.  That divorce 
was permitted was not in question.  When Jesus asked these Pharisees what the scriptures said, 
they correctly answered, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce 
her.” 
 
As I reflect on our Lord’s answer to this question it is apparent that Jesus has a high regard for 
marriage.  ‘It is because of the hardness of heart that divorce regulations were written,’ said 
Jesus.  “But from the beginning this was not God’s purpose.  “The two have become one flesh, 
therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate.”  What I mean by high regard is that 
Jesus thinks the bond of marriage so sacred that instead of debating how to get out of it, it’s 
preservation ought to be the emphasis. 
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In noting that Jesus has a high regard for marriage it is clear that he does not think being married 
is better than being single.  Singleness is not a curse, after all, Jesus himself was single.  A 
number of his followers were single.  When Jesus answered, “But from the beginning of 
creation,” he cites first from Genesis 1:27, “God made them male and female,” And then he 
couples that with citing Genesis 2:24 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  When God made the human 
male and female, while this does not require a person to be married, it does inform us of God’s 
intention for marriage. A careful reading of Scripture’s creation narratives informs us that the 
distinction between male and female is the only distinction among all that differentiate people 
today that God has embedded irrevocably in the creation itself. 
 
According to Jesus, marriage, in God's plan and purpose, is the union of one man and one 
woman in a lifelong bond that death alone terminates.  It is evident that Jesus’ teaching regarding 
marriage was as unpopular in his day as it is today in our culture’s understanding of marriage.  
The disciples are quite shocked by what Jesus said; in private they ask—did we hear you 
correctly? And Jesus doubles down on his understanding of what it means for a couple to be one 
flesh.  In Matthew’s gospel the disciple complain to Jesus, ‘if that is the case it is better not to get 
married!’ Meaning, if I am stuck with one woman for my whole life it is better to not marry. 
 
Jesus’ teaching is no less a problem today.  In our culture where some seek to deconstruct what 
they call the concept of heteronormativity the words ‘marriage’ and ‘family’ are similarly 
deconstructed.  The family as a discreet institution is replaced with the notion of ‘doing family.’  
I recognize that we live in a culture with varying manifestations of habitation and co-habitation.  
Many, like myself, live alone.  It was no different in Jesus’ day.  And yet our Lord commends 
this understanding of marriage to his disciples.  My purpose, in this message today, is simply to 
say a word in honour and commendation of Jesus’ view of marriage. 
 
Early in the summer we announced to our congregation the sad news of the death of one of our 
members Herbert Taylor.  In his obituary it was noted that he had been married to his wife Mary 
for 74 years.  I recall fondly conversations with he and Mary, where he spoke glowingly of being 
married 70 and then 71 years (and so on).  He readily acknowledged bumps on the road, yet the 
tone of deep satisfaction that was in his voice as he spoke of the years of his marriage was 
simply profound.  I hear that same tone in many of you who tell me you had just celebrated 40, 
or 50, or 55, or 60 years of marriage.  And I think you would commend this life-long 
commitment of marriage to others.  And even though I personally cannot claim the number of 
years of such marriage relationship I am not saddened because you can.  I find joy in hearing 
your joy and in commending the same. 
 
Further, in saying this word of honour and commendation of marriage I want to underscore again 
that this does not make singleness a second class of life.  Family is a penultimate good; 
relationship with God is ultimate.  Therefore, we in the church while honoring Jesus’s teaching 
on marriage ought to never make church a couples’ adventure.   
 
Additionally I would like to say a little word about divorce.  Most of you know that I have 
experienced divorce.  I can tell you personally that Jesus is correct when he touched on the 
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matter of the hardness of heart as the source of marital failure.  In our Lord’s pronouncement to 
not separate what God has joined together, Jesus said these things in the context of the 
recognition of the hardness of heart that issued in the Mosaic permission for divorce.  What our 
Lord says is that divorce was not God’s plan and purpose from the beginning and so our 
objective is for permanence in marriage.  In saying this I want to be clear that our Lord’s call for 
permanence never obligates a woman to remain in an abusive relationship.  Just before this 
teaching on marriage Jesus also taught his disciples, ‘be at peace with one another.’   
 
2. You have heard me often say that the chief metaphor for faith in the scriptures is marriage.  
God calls Israel his wife; the church is said to be the bride of Christ.  I want to share with you 
section on this point from Victor Shepherd’s book on Martin Luther.   In Luther’s day the view 
of marriage that dominated the church was that which prevailed in the late medieval period.  
Generally speaking, in the Church of that era, marriage was deemed to be an unhappy estate, 
frequently problematic. For one thing, it was considered inferior to a life of celibacy. In addition, 
marriage was seen to be impaired by the depravity of women. Women were thought to pose an 
extraordinary threat to the faith and the integrity of males.  There was even, in the Aristotelian 
school of thought, the idea that women were botched males; Aristotle had said that if copulation 
and conception were error free, a male would result every time.   
 
Luther became the primary critic of this Aristotelian view of women.  He opposed all such 
notions in sayings like, “whoever is ashamed of marriage is also ashamed of being and being 
called human.” 
 
“Ephesians 5 speaks of marriage as depicting the union between Christ and the church, the 
church being a communion of the divine and the human. If … marriage is a metaphor for the 
intimate relationship between God and his people, the metaphor tells us as much about the life of 
faith as well as much about marriage. … 
 
On the point of marriage as a metaphor for faith, Shepherd writes, “Enlarging on the significance 
of the union of which marriage is a sacrament, Luther writes, ‘consider this matter with the 
respect it deserves, because the union of man and woman signifies such a great mystery.’  
Modernity tends to get over the category of mystery too quickly. In scripture, mystery is not 
something eerie or strange. The mysterious can be an everyday reality as common as the air we 
breathe, yet simultaneously so profound that its depth escapes comprehension.  Marriage comes 
to mind at once as an example of such a mystery: marriage and falling in love are common, 
everyday events, yet there remains a profundity about the union of husband and wife that no 
language can capture and no married people can otherwise express. This is surely what the writer 
of the book of Proverbs is referring to when he includes among the four wonders of the world 
‘the way of a man with a maiden’ (Proverbs 30:19). 
 
There is a mystery as well to the union of our life in Christ, so common and simple that any child 
can participate in it but so wonderful that no sociologist or psychologists of religion can grasp or 
explain it. We apprehend the mystery only by living it, and for this reason the ultimate category 
in commending it to others is not explanation but witness. When we cannot capture in words 
what marriage is like we are left saying to the enquirer, “the only way you will ever know is to 
taste the glories of marriage yourself.” Similarly after all our words have failed to explain a 
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relationship with Christ, ultimately we can only urge people to come to faith themselves.  All 
argumentation is superfluous to the committed and unpersuasive to the uncommitted.”1 
 
3. On some occasions during a wedding service sermon I will point out to the gathered family 
and guests that we may wonder what the cross of Jesus Christ has to do with this matter of 
marriage.  Generally, the couple standing before me is consumed by their affection for one 
another and the fact that they love each other is obvious.  So what has the cross to do with this? 
 
The Apostle John tells us that God is love.  God is the reason love even exists in the world.  The 
gospel claims that the love of God is seen most clearly as he pours himself out without remainder 
on the cross for our sakes.  It is at the cross where God bears the sin of world—including your 
sin and mine—in order to reconcile a wayward humanity who have each turned away from God 
to go their own way.  It is at the cross where we learn the love of God is self-forgetful self-
giving.  It is at the cross where we learn what love really is—self-forgetful self-giving. 
 
Everyone’s marriage is molested by sin.  Individually and collectively our humanity is distorted 
by depravities within and dangers without.  Thus marriage remains resilient as we ‘borrow from’ 
the undiscourageable, undeflectable love of God for us—as we follow after Christ’s self-
forgetful self-giving.  The current myth is that marriage endures by sentiment.  In the 
“Declaration of Intent” of a wedding service I ask the bride and groom a long question which is, 
essentially, their wedding vows in the form of a question.  The question begins with “Will you”.  
Part of that question asks ‘will you love?” Note the question isn’t “do you” but “will you.”  And 
the love we are to live out is this self-forgetful self-giving for the other. 
 
Many times the Apostle Paul’s definition of love (1 Corinthians 13) is read at weddings.  The 
Apostle, in that definition, is reflecting on the love of God for the world seen in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus.  This is why Paul says ‘love never ends’ or ‘love never fails.’  I encourage you to 
read that text some day and replace “Love is …” with “I am ….”  Instead of ‘love keeps no 
record of wrongs’ read ‘I keep no record of wrongs;’ instead of “love is not irritable or resentful” 
read “I am not irritable or resentful.”  I leave it to your imagination to picture a relationship 
where two are committed to living this way towards each other. 
 
Finally, we must remember that while marriage promises what is to be found nowhere else in 
creation it cannot provide what it was never meant to; namely, that profoundest contentment only 
found in God. To expect husband or wife to provide what no human partner can; to expect 
husband or wife to give what only God supplies is to burden marriage unrealistically. 
 
“…from the beginning of creation,” said Jesus, ““God made them male and female.” “For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh.” 
 
 
  
 
 

 
1 Victor Shepherd, Interpreting Martin Luther, Regent College Publishing, 2008, p. 316-317 


