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I will fulfil the promise I made 

 

Jeremiah 33:14–16 

Psalm 25:1–10 

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 

Luke 21:25–36 

 

Text: Jeremiah 33:14-15 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made to 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 

 

Introduction 

On the first Sunday of Advent, the beginning of the new year in the Christian 

calendar, the gospel lesson appointed in the lectionary is always the record of 

Jesus’ teaching about the coming of the Son of Man.  What are known as the 

“Synoptic gospels”, Matthew, Mark and Luke all contain these sayings—this year 

we read from Luke—that arise out of Jesus’ prediction with respect to the coming 

destruction of the Jerusalem Temple.  Whenever Christians read these texts, 

questions about the moment of history in which we live arise with respect to when 

Son of Man will come in glory with the holy angels.   

 

What time is it, we may wonder.  How near is the end?  And many undertake to 

read the ‘signs of the times.’  We observe the political realities of our world and 

sense that some sort of geo-political shift is underway.  Some are convinced that 

the uncertainty of the times coupled with the assortment of accompanying 

upheavals is surely a sign that we are speeding towards the consummation of all 

things. 

 

In a 2008 lecture given at the Anglican Church’s Lambeth Conference, N.T. 

Wright gave a lecture on scripture and the authority of God.  In it he said, “all 

empires declare that they possess justice, freedom and peace; Greece did it, Rome 

did it, the British did it a century ago, the Americans do it now. Who will be next, 

and are we ready for that with a biblical narrative of empire that will say … that all 

the powers in heaven and on earth were created in and through and for Jesus Christ 

and were redeemed by the blood of his cross? … People are already talking about 

the next great superpower, and whether it is India or China we can be sure that, 

unless something truly extraordinary happens, the world will be dominated for the 
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first time since ancient Rome by a superpower that does not stand within the 

Judaeo-Christian tradition, and which will see that tradition as a threat.” 1  

 

I read recently a review of Hartmut Rosa’s book, The Uncontrollability of the 

World. The reviewer pointed to “Rosa’s explanation for the strangely vertiginous 

feeling many of us have when faced with what seems the perpetual flux and 

instability of our world.  Rosa’s argument is that technological innovations 

transform societies in both public and private spheres.  The printing press, for 

example, changed commerce, politics, and religion, and in so doing changed the 

way people acted both in public life and within the family.  But it takes a society 

time to assimilate technological changes: The printing press helped precipitate the 

Reformation, and it then took Europe 150 years of bloody wars until some level of 

stability was restored.  Today, we have a problem: Technological changes are 

happening so fast that societies are incapable of adapting to one change before 

another comes along. Hence we experience the world as accelerating in ways that 

we cannot comprehend.” 

 

Amid the shifting geo-political realties of our world coupled with the speed of 

technological change that creates an off-balance feeling of perpetual flux, Jesus’ 

saying that “people will faint with fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 

world” may capture well the angst that many feel. 

 

1. Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet because he responded 

to Judah’s rebellion against God with tears of mourning.  (This 

painting of Jeremiah is Michelangelo’s on the ceiling of the Sistine 

Chapel).  Jeremiah also wrote Lamentations, a sorrowful poem 

lamenting the pain and suffering in the midst of invasion and 

oppression; a lament that things did not have to be this way.  

 

Jeremiah’s ministry spanned some of the most difficult years in Israel’s history.  

After Solomon’s reign, the kingdom of Israel split in two with the northern ten 

tribes going their own way and the southern two, Judah and Benjamin, remaining 

loyal to King David’s successors in Jerusalem.  The Northern Kingdom ceased to 

exist in 722 BC when overrun by the Assyrians.  Jeremiah’s ministry began in 627 

BC (approximately) and spans the forty years during which time the Babylonian 

Empire.  Three times Babylon invades Judah and Jerusalem—each time carrying 

leading citizens into exile and the first two times installing a king of their own 

liking.  Babylon grew tired of these Jewish kings rebelling against them.  The third 

 
1 N.T. Wright, Interpreting Scripture, Zondervan, 2020. p. 123-4. 

https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2021/09/a-critical-theorist-worth-reading
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invasion Babylon destroyed the city of Jerusalem, including Solomon’s temple, 

and left the poorest of the poor behind taking the rest into exile.  Jeremiah 

conducted his preaching ministry throughout all this misery. 

 

I don’t have to detail the miseries of such invasions; read Psalm 137 and hear the 

Psalmist’s painful cry to get a sense of these miseries, “O daughter Babylon, you 

devastator! Happy shall they be who pay you back what you have done to us! 

Happy shall they be who take your little ones and dash them against the rock!”  

Again and again Jeremiah warned the people of coming destruction if they refused 

to turn from their evil ways.  Judah’s leadership thought the temple would protect 

them; surely God won’t let any invading army touch the temple where God has 

chosen to dwell!  They took this a licence to do whatever they wanted.  Jeremiah 

warned them that the temple wouldn’t save them—it too would be destroyed. 

(Jeremiah 7:13-14)  

 

The first part of Jeremiah’s book announces God’s judgement on his wayward 

people. The third section is about God’s judgement of the nations.  In the middle 

we have what Luther called the little book of hope; chapters 30 to 33.  In it is the 

promise of return from exile, of restoration, of a new covenant. This is where we 

read from today.  Where do we look for hope? ‘The days are surely coming, says 

the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah.  It is in the midst of all this misery that some of the most beautiful 

scriptural words of hope were penned.  And this is so like Jeremiah—it is in the 

middle of his Lamentations that this glorious text is found;  ‘The steadfast love of 

the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness.’ (Lamentations 2:22-23) 

 

2. Come with me to our gospel story.  It is now Tuesday of that last week of 

Jesus’s earthly sojourn.  Friday is coming; the Friday we call Good Friday.  Since 

Sunday Jesus has returned to the temple each day to teach.  Tuesday was no 

exception.  Jesus was leaving with his disciples that afternoon and someone 

remarked on the beauty of the temple.  This is the second temple—the one that was 

rebuilt when the Jews returned from Babylonian exile.  It wasn’t as glorious as 

Solomon’s temple, but King Herod had added some grand-scale porticoes and 

pavement areas.  It was a marvellous place, beautifully constructed.  Jesus, like 

Jeremiah before him, responded to the comment about the beauty of the temple, 

and perhaps their confidence in the temple, by saying “the days will come when 

not one stone will be left upon another, all will be thrown down.” Withing forty 

years the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and reduced that temple to rubble. 
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Jesus crosses the Kidron valley, with his disciples, to the Mount of Olives and 

from that vantage point the Jerusalem temple dominates the horizon and draws 

your eye.  This is when the disciples ask Jesus about when this will take place and 

what sign will indicate that it is about to take place.  What follows is Jesus’ answer 

to the disciples’ question about the temple.  Some read Jesus’ entire answer as 

relating only to the time of the temple’s destruction.  Others think that Jesus 

switches topics moving from the coming temple destruction to his second 

coming—particularly in the reference to ‘the coming of the Son of Man.’  For 

those who think it only refers to the temple I note that God’s word is full and rich 

in meanings we can’t see at some points—we could say of many texts a double 

fulfilment.  For those who read this saying as referring to the second coming, the 

question of what Jesus means by ‘this generation will not pass away until all things 

have taken place,’ becomes a challenge. 

 

If speaking of end time then, “this generation”—the generation of disciples Jesus is 

speaking to—can be sure the last events have begun and will be brought to a 

consummation.  In fact the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus is, 

according to the gospel, the very hinge of history and the event that accomplishes 

the redemption of the world.  The generation that Jesus is speaking with saw that—

all things, including the consummation at the end of the age, have already been 

made certain in the event of Jesus’ life and they witnessed it. 

 

When Jesus announces this to his disciples thy cannot imagine faith without the 

temple.  The destruction of the temple for Judaism is an earthquake of seismic 

proportions that cannot be measured. My point is that in the midst of this 

earthshaking announcement by our Lord, as in Jeremiah’s, a wonderful word of 

hope is spoken.  “Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  Whatever you see going 

on in the world just know that your redemption draws nigh.  

 

3. Now back to Jeremiah.  In our text that says “I will fulfil the promise I made,” 

the word ‘promise’ is literally the ‘good word.’  You know that John’s gospel 

begins, like Genesis, with the beginning; in the beginning was the Word.  Of 

course this Word is Jesus.  Jesus is the living Word of God.  The bible that we say 

is the word of God functions as witness to the living Word that is Jesus. Through 

Jeremiah, God promises that he will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 

David.  Both Matthew and Luke trace a genealogy from David to Jesus.  When 

these first believers had witnessed everything they had with respect to Jesus (and 

Jesus had taught them how to read the older testament), they began to see the 

whole story of God’s incursion into the world traced through the Hebrew scriptures 
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was leading inexorably to Jesus.  The great narrative that God has been weaving 

from time immemorial to have a people for himself finds its fulfilment in a 

person—Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

God announced through Jeremiah that a new name would be given to Judah and 

Jerusalem; “The Lord is our righteousness.”  This is gospel.  We have been 

brought into relationship with God by virtue of the righteousness of another.  The 

Lord’s people are those who have been saved by God’s gracious initiative, “For by 

grace you have been saved through faith,” writes the Apostle Paul, “and this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God” …  and your life is hid with Christ in God.  

When God sees the believer who clings in faith to Jesus, he sees the Son with 

whom he is ever pleased.  Jesus was the one who lived the perfect human life for 

us.  

 

Did you notice how the future God has in mind for his people is described in 

Jeremiah’s prophesy? … ‘and he (righteous branch) will execute justice and 

righteousness in the land’ and ‘in those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 

will live in safety.’ These descriptions depict that great future in terms of the 

Lord’s people experiencing human flourishing in a world where all that molests 

safety will disappear. A world where Jesus is present and justice will be certain in 

him.  As it is seen in John’s Revelation—"mourning and crying and pain will be no 

more.” 

 

The grand narrative of the Bible is that God has purposed that he will fulfill his 

promise; and the fulfilment of his promise is the life, death, resurrection and 

ascension of Jesus.  Jesus is the story.  Whatever else is going on in the empires of 

this world there is only one true sovereign—Jesus Christ—and his purposes will 

not fail.  We each know enough history to see that empires rise and fall—all except 

one.  According to John’s Revelation, the kingdoms of this world are judged—they 

do not triumph.  God’s story is moving inexorably to the day when heaven and 

earth will be one and Jesus’ lordship undeniable.  The book of Revelation is a 

pastoral work written to first century Christians to assure them that the Roman 

Empire that treats them so despicably will not endure.  For me, the key line in the 

book is the one sung in Handel glorious Hallelujah Chorus; “The kingdom of the 

world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign 

forever and ever.” 

 

My plan through advent is, as today, to take the reading from the prophet 

appointed for each week and probe the story of Jesus Christ through that lens.  He 

is the story and he is why we should be jazzed about Christmas. 
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Whatever uncertainty you may be feeling about the kingdoms of the world or 

unsettledness because of the speed with which technology develops, tuck this word 

from God that he has given us through his prophet Jeremiah in your heart, “I will 

fulfil the promise I made.’ 

 

 

 


