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This will be a sign for you 

 

Luke 2:1-20 

 

Text: Luke 2:10-12 

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 

 

Introduction 

So, for a little Christmas fun, I imagined myself to be a modern shepherd and 

opened my Google Map app and into the text box wrote, ‘a child lying in a 

manger,’ and then hit the search icon; the following message appeared—"No 

results found in Google Maps. Try searching for something else or in a different 

area.” I was not surprised.  When it comes to following the sign God gives—a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger—our world is ever 

searching for something else or looking in a different area.  Our typical human 

mapping systems used for navigating to where to find the solution for what ails 

humanity; for discovering the significance of personal existence; to finally quell 

the desire of the heart that never seems quite satisfied with everything I have or 

experience; our mapping systems never lead us to the Babe of Bethlehem. 

 

1. During his 40-year reign, the Roman Emperor Augustus nearly doubled the size 

of the Roman Empire adding territories in Europe and Asia Minor, securing 

alliances that gave him effective rule from Britain to India.  Military might was a 

key component of this expansion.  It was said that when Augustus came to Rome it 

was a city of brick, but when he left it was a city of marble.  An elaborate tax 

system as well as a huge slave underclass financed this expansion.  Taxation was 

done on a census system that produced a list of property owners for the purpose of 

collecting taxes.  It was this census system that sent Mary and Joseph to 

Bethlehem.  You can well imagine, then, that if you wanted to make your way in 

that world all eyes were on Rome.  That is where things happened, where fortunes 

could be secured (or lost).  It has been said the Augustus established pax romama, 

the great Roman Peace that spread across the Mediterranean world.  Peace secured 

at the edge of a sword. 

 

And in a backwater province far from Rome’s movers and shakers God gives a 

sign to some lowly shepherds; a sign that the world needs a different kind of peace.  

Peace with God—the peace with which God blesses the world.  The gospel story 
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asserts that what the world needs most of all is a saviour.  We humans are sinners 

in need of a saviour not diamonds in the rough simply needing a little polishing 

here and there.  Will the shepherds heed the sign God has given?  Will they go and 

see? 

 

Culturally speaking, Christmas has been co-opted as a time for doing a little 

polishing of ourselves.  Remembering to give a little extra; to be hospitable; to 

gather the family around and let bygones be bygones; be kind to the neighbour 

who is alone; to spread a little cheer.  And it has also become a great commercial 

venture—co-opted by transnational financial powers—where fortunes are won and 

lost by cashing in on all the seasonal largesse and gift-giving that is somehow to be 

cathartic for the soul and make the world a little kinder and gentler.  According to 

the gospel story, however, God still gives us today, this night, the same sign—you 

will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger—will we go and 

see?  Will we heed the sign God has given? 

 

2. Now, as you know, signs point, they direct us somewhere.  When God says you 

will “find a child wrapped in bands of cloth;” what does this sign signify?  

Mothers, in this first century world, wrapped newborns in bands of cloth.  The clue 

is that this child had just been born; is only a few hours into the world.  God says 

that it is here you will find the Saviour you so desperately need.  As Luke tells us 

this story he began with the news to Mary about the child—he will be called Son 

of God.  The gospel story is that God saves us by becoming one of us.  He starts 

out as a newborn in the world like you and me taking on fully what it means for us 

to be human. 

 

The Bible tell us that when God looks out over the entire human creation, God 

can’t find one human being, not one, who renders him the glad and grateful, 

cheerful obedience God expects from the people he has created.  Whereupon God 

says to himself, “If I’m going to find even one human being who renders me such 

cheerful obedience, I shall have to provide that human being myself in the person 

of my Son.”  And so we have Christmas, where God in his mercy provides the 

human covenant-partner of God who remains rightly related to his Father in life 

and in death. 

 

This is the reason why Christians assert that Jesus was born of a virgin.  The world 

will never produce its own saviour, and there have been lots of attempts.  Our 

saviour has to be given to us. 
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And because Jesus of Nazareth is the one whose entire life and death are unbroken 

obedience, then insofar as we cling to him in faith we are bound so closely to him 

that when the Father sees the Son with whom he is ever pleased he sees you and 

me included in the Son: we too, clinging to this one in faith, are declared—

effectually declared—to be rightly related to the Father.   

 

You will notice that it is a child who is given.  Our salvation is given to us in a 

person.  We aren’t given a code for being better, doing more, or reaching higher; 

we aren’t given a technology to aid us to be super human; we aren’t given a 

formula for looking within and letting the authentic you emerge.  We are given a 

person.  Jesus of Nazareth. The gospel tells us Jesus—the newborn wrapped in 

bands of cloth—is both the sign and what is signified.  The sign, in that we need 

the person of God in our lives, and what is signified, Jesus is this very person we 

need.  The heart of faith is relationship.  God gives us what we need by giving us 

himself.  Will we embrace him? Or, more to the point, will we let him embrace us? 

 

The creator of the world not only guides his creation, he unites himself to it and 

becomes part of it.  We are living through a time when we have been told that it is 

not safe to come together.  Better to keep distance and avoid contact; stay apart and 

stay safe or you might die.  To enter this world means to become subject to 

sickness, suffering, danger and death.  Draw close, enter this world—and you will 

die.  The gospel claims that God does just that.  For Jesus, there is no protection; 

no PPE.  From his early days in Bethlehem the shadow of death looms over him.  

Mortal danger is his companion, and finally he submits himself to the cross for our 

sakes. 

 

My Google map response told me to look for something else.  The sign God gives 

tells us to look here and find the newborn because in him God has drawn near to 

us.  Will we draw near to him? 

 

3.  “you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” “Lying 

in a manger,” what is this part of the sign about?  We could reflect on the lowliness 

of how God comes to us. Unassuming. Not in the places where our world says 

movers and shakers are to be found. Not in a pristine hospital setting with an 

attending midwife.  What I invite you to notice is that the manger signifies that it is 

a particular newborn we are to look for.  The newborn lying in a feeding trough.  

Among all the possible newborn infants that might have been born in Bethlehem 

that night, only one is found in a manger—the child named Jesus. 

 



Rev. Dr. James Clubine Page 4 Christmas Eve 24/12/21 

The Protestant reformer Martin Luther loved Christmas.  He was the one who gave 

us the idea of the manger standing as a metaphor for the Bible.  In essence he said 

that the manger isn’t the Christ child; but if you want to find the Christ child you 

must come to the manger.  In a similar way, the Bible, the book Christians call the 

word of God, isn’t Jesus, however, if you want to meet Jesus you need to come to 

the book that bears witness to him.  You will find him as you read the book in 

faith.  This is why we have read the story of Jesus’ birth from the Bible again this 

evening.   

 

Christmas Eve is one of those can’t miss worship services for Christians; 

consequently we have heard this story of Jesus’ birth possibly more times than 

many other Bible stories.  And sometimes with something so familiar we don’t 

give details the attention we might otherwise.  How many of you, without looking, 

could draw a picture of the opening screen on your cell phone with all the apps in 

the correct order—a screen that you look at many times a day.  Friends, the chief 

reason we listen again is so we can meet Jesus afresh; the gospel claims that when 

scripture is read in faith Jesus looms before us making himself known.  We come 

to the manger afresh; to see the newborn in bands of cloth all over again and 

marvel that he has done so for us. 

 

What do the newspapers of today claim as the important events for us to know 

about?  The Christian understanding is that there is another history, a sometimes-

hidden history that reveals the true story of the world, told in its proper depth.  It 

unfolds in the Sinai desert, in a stable in Bethlehem, on a cross in Jerusalem.  This 

hidden story of God's love breaks into history in a newborn lying in a manger. “Try 

looking in a different area,” said Google maps.  Will we go to Bethlehem and find 

the newborn, the particular one named Jesus that is lying in a manger? 

 

4. Well, the shepherds do go to see if it was so; we are told they returned praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told to them.  “As it had been 

told to them;’ there is much more indicated in the phrase besides the amazement of 

the shepherds marvelling that such an improbable prediction turned out to be so in 

the end.  … ‘as it had been told to them’ bespeaks the certainty of God’s promises, 

of his word to them and us. 

 

Jesus said, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.’  Countless believers 

throughout history have testified that, having turned in faith to Jesus, they found 

that it was “as it had been told to them.” They found that Jesus is everything he 

advertised himself to be and more; as the believer walks with Him in faith she is 

ever finding how expansive the truth about Jesus becomes.  I can tell you, that as I 
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walk with Jesus, his claim that he is the life is true in ever expanding ways. As 

believers we have come tonight to follow the sign God has given us.  …you will 

find a child  wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ As we have come to 

the child afresh and probed a little of the meaning of the sign and the wonder of the 

One signified we have been blessed, faith has been solidified, we have met with 

our Lord again—or more correctly, we have found our Lord has been faithful to 

meet us again.  And perhaps you are someone who is not sure about all of this and 

yet you are drawn to the child in the manger. Christmas is a good time to begin this 

journey of faith in him.  I know that if you do you will find as the Shepherds, it is 

just as it has been told to you. 

 

 


