
Rev. Dr. James Clubine Page 1 02/01/22 

… for your light has come 

 

Isaiah 60:1–6 

Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14 

Ephesians 3:1–12 

Matthew 2:1–12 

 

Text: Isaiah 60:1 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

 

Introduction 

In October of 2021 in Psychology Today psychotherapist Nancy Colier published 

an article titled How to Relax When You Don't Have the Answers.   She writes, 

“Resolution, for me, had always meant understanding what was happening, what it 

meant, and most of all, knowing what to do about it. … But over time, I realized 

that despite all the thinking humanly possible, there were important questions in 

my life that I couldn’t know and couldn’t solve, not yet anyway. This truth was 

unavoidable and irrefutable. … On the other side of that admission and acceptance 

however, I found something unexpected…utter relief.” 

 

Colier concluded, “The safety we experience in the truth, however, is not because 

we have all the answers or because the truth is comfortable … but rather because 

the truth is inarguable because the truth is what is (*truth that we don’t have all the 

answers).  Surrendering to not knowing means planting our feet in moving ground 

and accepting that we’re in a process without a known outcome and that the 

process is the destination for now.” 

 

1. “Arise, shine”, commands the prophetic word in Isaiah, “for your light has 

come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.”  As I read that article about 

how to relax when I don’t have all the answers and compared that to the gospel of 

our Lord Jesus Christ what struck me was the stark difference in the narrative told 

or assumed about human life.  What leapt out at me was how the starting points, 

the way of thinking about life, the approach to the unanswerable were so 

profoundly disparate. 

 

Psychotherapist Nancy Colier is correct in that there is much in life we don’t know.  

Love, for example, is, at bottom, inexplicable.  Yes, we can know and describe 

many things about love yet can you explain why a parent is so attached to their 

child or a grandparent so nutty about their grandchildren or why two people fall in 

love?  Lots of things are headscratchers.  What troubled Colier was that ‘living 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/blog/inviting-monkey-tea/202110/how-relax-when-you-dont-have-the-answers
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peacefully and not having the answers were incompatible.’  And there is help to be 

found in acknowledging that there are things we don’t know and relaxing about the 

category of things we might put in the unknowable column.  It seems to me that 

this narrative for life rests upon the human ability to know.   

 

The gospel begins in an entirely different place.  The gospel is the announcement 

that ‘your light has come.’  It doesn’t begin with us reaching out to understand.  It 

rests upon God’s incursion into our world and reaching out to us.  The gospel story 

is the grand narrative of God that begins with Adam and Eve, continues in the 

promise made through Abraham, shines through his giving his people the law 

through Moses ever marching forward to its culmination in Jesus Christ.  In Jesus 

Christ, ‘your light has come.’  This is the beginning point of gospel narrative—the 

narrative of what God is doing among us. 

 

In Isaiah we read, “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord 

has risen upon you.” He goes on to speak about a thick darkness that covers the 

earth but the darkness isn’t impenetrable because “the Lord will arise upon you, 

and his glory will appear over you.”  The word ‘glory’ has with the idea of 

manifestation, to see clearly.  It is the Apostle John who takes up these themes of 

‘light’ and ‘glory’ most explicitly, with respect to Jesus.  He writes, “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 

life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness did not overcome it. … And the Word became flesh and lived among 

us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 

truth.” 

 

The beginning point of the gospel; the posture the good news of Jesus takes with 

respect to knowability; the landscape on which the story of God in the world 

unfolds, is ‘for your light has come.’  In his Ephesian letter Paul says of his 

Apostolic calling, “this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of 

the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the 

mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things.”  Where it says ‘make 

everyone see’ many ancient manuscripts have “to bring to light.”  And the light has 

come in the person of Jesus—the babe that the Magi come to worship.  The church 

calls this Magi story Epiphany which means the manifestation of God—the light 

that now shines in the darkness. 
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When it comes to knowability the gospel places its emphasis not so much on what 

we are to know, but rather on the truth that we are known.  In his letter to the 

Corinthians the Apostle Paul writes, “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then 

we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I 

have been fully known.”  Remember the disciple Nathanael who was amazed at 

Jesus, asking him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you 

under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ (John 1:48) All of this is contained in 

the gospel declaration ‘for your light has come,’ because the ‘light’ is the person 

Jesus Christ. 

 

So why did Matthew write his book?  Clearly, to draw out the manifold ways in 

which the story of Jesus of Nazareth brought the long and prophecy-laden story of 

Israel to its God ordained goal.  And we see here, in this story of the Magi, the 

light of the star that brought them on their search finally shone its light precisely on 

the spot where Jesus lay.  Right at the beginning of Matthew the announcement 

was made that Jesus was also the light for the Gentiles. 

 

There are many things that we meet in life that are beyond our rational ability to 

understand.  The good news of Jesus invites us to trust the one who knows us fully.  

He is the light.  This is where the gospel brings us.  Trusting ourselves to him.  For 

me, I find no lasting comfort in simply admitting that unknowable stuff is 

unknowable.  I do find a settled peace in trusting myself to the one who knows me 

fully. 

 

2. On October 28, 2021, Statistics Canada issued a report on religiosity in Canada; 

the report, writes journalist Colby Cash,  “went largely overlooked, perhaps 

because the longitudinal data keep persistently telling the same old story: no matter 

how you choose to measure attachment to religious faith, it is in prolonged decline. 

In the mid-1980s, over 40 per cent of Canadians reported attending “group 

religious activities” at least once a month. The estimate in the most recent General 

Social Survey (GSS), taken in 2019, is 23.3 per cent.”  

 

The conclusion of the article caught my attention. … “we don't really have any 

idea of how the experience of the pandemic will affect all those trends. COVID 

interfered with church attendance in monstrous and unprecedented ways, and 

certainly churches and other religious institutions will all be wondering if they can 

entice parishioners who fell out of the habit.  

  

At the same time, COVID has certainly bred new and unexpected political and 

countercultural phenomena, and rightly or wrongly it has established a general 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/75-006-x/2021001/article/00010-eng.htm?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NP%20Platformed%20newsletter%202021-11-01&utm_term=NP_Comments
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mood of millennialism. Will there be those inspired to reconnect with their 

ancestral folkways? Will some unbelievers become newly, cruelly aware of the 

loss of a social framework for birth, marriage and death? Is religious practice now 

so out of fashion that it may appear newly cool to the young?”  Can the long-term 

trends depicted by Stat Can be defied?  Hard to tell.” 

 

I note with you that, in the early Bethlehem days of Jesus’ life, talk on the streets 

of Jerusalem was not about “the one born king of the Jews,” at least, not until the 

Magi showed up.  And who would have thought that some foreigners who studied 

astrology could possibly deduce enough from seeing a star to know that a royal 

birth had occurred—much less than that the one born king of the Jews was worthy 

of their worship? And yet they did.  Apparently, God can speak through any means 

God chooses.  Even if we see pandemic restrictions concluding in the near future, 

our world will not be as it was before.  We know God is always speaking calling 

people to himself—will the upheaval of pandemic life help us to hear his call?  Has 

enough happened that perhaps some are considering a return to the faith you were 

introduced to as a child?  Or for some to consider a faith that you are only just now 

starting to hear about? 

 

I also invite you to note that as the story of the Magi unfolded scripture played a 

key role in guiding them to find the child. When pressed by King Herod the chief 

priests and scribes all seemed to know the prophetic word of Micah that Bethlehem 

was the place from which the ruler would come who is to shepherd God’s people 

Israel.  So the Magi were sent off to Bethlehem.  Do you find it odd, that though so 

many knew this scripture, that none of them went with the Magi to see?  The Bible 

is the written word of God that bears witness to the living Word.  But we still need 

to come to him.  Reading and knowing the scripture doesn’t mean we have met 

Jesus.   For sure, to meet Him we are guided by the scripture.  We must do as the 

Magi and go and see that we might worship him.  It starts with reaching out in 

prayer asking him to enter our hearts; it is sealed as we give ourselves to worship 

Him. 

 

The Magi’s journey may have begun with astrology—yet they needed and heeded 

the clarity of the scriptures.  Wherever our faith journey begins the Bible is a key 

part of leading us to Christ.  And as they went we are told, “there, ahead of them, 

went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was.”  Whatever means God uses to call us to himself, you will know it is 

of God because it leads to this place—the place where the child was.  Biblically 

speaking, whatever light God chooses to lead us by, it always shines on this same 
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person, Jesus Christ.  “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the 

Lord has risen upon you.” 

 

3. Today is the second day of the year of our Lord 2022.  We don’t speak much 

that way these days; secular society is loath to admit that we mark time based on 

the coming of God into the world in the birth of Jesus.  It is 2000 and 22 years 

since the Epiphany! …for your light has come!  I must admit that New Years is not 

a big event for me; even still there is a sense that we stand at the threshold of a new 

year.  As Christians, we are always looking forward because the best is yet to 

come, and so there is some value in thinking about how to reach forward in the 

year before us. 

 

Do you have hopes and dreams and plans for the year ahead?  Is there something 

you hope to achieve this year; a career change you are contemplating; employment 

you hope to secure; some travel on which you hope to embark; an important 

decision you need to make; a course of study to begin or complete; a medical 

condition from which you are praying for relief; not having to wear masks 

anymore.  

 

One of the Christian traditions is that these Magi or Wise Men were kings from the 

East.  You know that carol “We Three Kings.”  While certainty regarding their 

kingly status cannot be ascertained, let us go with that for a moment and note that 

in this story there are many kings present.  The Three Kings of the East, King 

Herod representing Roman rule, and the one born King of the Jews.  Some of the 

kings bow before the one born King of the Jews, other kings want rid of him.  

History is filled with similar stories and even today in our democratic societies 

some in leadership don’t want Jesus having any say over what they do; still others 

labour faithfully to follow Jesus in their elected office as best they can. 

 

The question the story puts to us is, will we bow before the one who is born King 

of the Jews?  The next time we will see this title for Jesus as ‘King of the Jews’ is 

when Pilate questions Jesus at his trial and then had it written on the plaque that 

announced his crime as Jesus was crucified.  Note the humility and humiliation of 

this king; first as a child then as a crucified criminal.  Will he get our allegiance?   

 

Now with respect to those hopes and dreams and plans you have for 2022 they 

won’t happen just because we wish for them.  God does not exempt us from the 

need to make decisions and take action.  The Magi had to decide to go to Jerusalem 

and make provision for the journey; they had to decide to heed the scripture, and 

change course to go to Bethlehem even though it was a one-horse town; they had 
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to decide to stop where the star led; they had to take action to bow down and 

present their gifts and worship this particular child Jesus. 

 

As you consider what is before you in 2022, I would offer this pastoral counsel—

decisions that keep our Lord and worship of him at the centre of our lives will lead 

us in the way our Lord has for us. 

 

“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 

you.” The blessings of the Epiphany of our Lord be yours! 


