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The fountain of life and light 
 
Isaiah 62:1–5 
Psalm 36:5–10 
1 Corinthians 12:1–11 
John 2:1–11 
 
Text: Psalm 36:9 
For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 
 
Introduction 
“Ransomware” is a lucrative criminal activity and it is a growing problem, noted a 
recent news article titled Web of Deceit. “Ransomware” is an attachment to an 
email that delivers a malicious program which lets in hackers who scramble all the 
files on a company’s computer systems using an uncrackable computer code, for 
which they have the digital “key.”  The hackers then offer the “key” for a certain 
amount of ransom usually paid in untraceable crypto-currency.  Research quoted 
by Interpol from Chainalysis found that ransomware payouts totalled $350 million 
in 2020, a fourfold increase over the year before. 
 
Today we read the middle section of Psalm 36 extolling the wonders of the 
steadfast love of God.  But the Psalm begins with a frank and blunt description of 
the wickedness of human sin. “Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in their 
hearts,” writes the Psalmist, “there is no fear of God before their eyes.  For they 
flatter themselves in their own eyes that their iniquity cannot be found out and 
hated.  The words of their mouths are mischief and deceit; they have ceased to act 
wisely and do good.  They plot mischief while on their beds; they are set on a way 
that is not good; they do not reject evil.”  The Psalmist may have written this over 
3 millennia ago yet it accurately describes perpetrators of ‘ransomware.’ 
 
It seems that there are always people who view each technological advance as an 
opportunity for fraud, deceit, and illicit gain.  I still get voice recorded phone calls 
telling me something is awry with my Revenue Canada account or some problem 
with some ‘border agency.’  Not a week goes by without some email purporting to 
be from a company I deal with trying to lure me to follow a weblink to ‘fix’ my 
account.  The Psalmist is quite realistic about the world we live in and with that 
backdrop clearly described, holds up the steadfast love of the Lord as both the 
opposite of those who seek to harm and the hope in a world full of mischief and 
deceit.  Against what seems the tireless pursuit of fraud and deception in our world 
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that seeks to do harm, the Psalmist joyfully proclaims, looking to God, ‘For with 
you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.” 
 
1. I love the way Rabbi Martin Cohen translates this sentence of scripture; “for the 
source of life is with You; indeed, it is only in Your light that we may see light at 
all.”  Cohen goes on to invite readers to consider the mystery behind what may 
seem a simple message: “Is all that we know of worldly things merely a reflection 
of the way they exist in God? Is light itself, the medium in which we see 
everything we perceive visually, only recognizable as a reflection of the light of 
God?  Is the same true of life itself: do we only perceive ourselves as being alive 
because we see our existence as somehow reflecting the reality of the God whom 
we acclaim as the Life of the universe? And this as well: the issue for us to ponder 
is not so much whether God exists, but whether existence exist—or rather, if what 
we know of existence can bear any meaning at all outside of faith in God.” 1 
 
Perhaps there are others among us who, like me, enjoy probing questions like this 
one that Cohen asks—does existence exist?  We humans are really quite arrogant 
to think ourselves clever enough or with sufficient knowledge to be able to make 
the determination as to whether God exists when we cannot establish the certainty 
of our own existence.  What makes you certain that what we call existence is 
real—is it the fact that when you stub your toe it hurts?  And why is that any 
guarantee?  Can the human beginning from herself establish the meaning of her 
own existence—the writer of Ecclesiastes concluded, “then I saw all the work of 
God, that no one can find out what is happening under the sun. However much 
they may toil in seeking, they will not find it out; even though those who are wise 
claim to know, they cannot find it out.” (Ecclesiastes 8:17)  (But enough of my 
special interests.) 
 
The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Colossians said this of Christ Jesus: “all things 
have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.”  (Colossians 1:16-17) Another way to translate that 
last clause is to say “and in him all things consist.”  The Psalmist comes at this 
same truth about God from another angle of vision—‘for with you is the fountain 
of life.’ Stop and think for a moment about the breath you just took.  Do you do 
this all by yourself?  One theologian commenting on this text said that according to 
the Psalmist human breath depends on God's breath or spirit.  Should God's spirit 
be withdrawn, death follows, but God's spirit recreates the self over and over again.  

 
1 Martin Samuel Cohen, Our Haven and Our Strength: The Book of Psalms, Aviv Press, 2004. p. 108-9. 
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If, as the Psalmist and Apostle declare, God is the fountain of life, then God 
sustains the life he gives us moment by moment. 
 
As I have noted with you before, none of us asked to be born into the world.  We 
simply found ourselves alive in the world and living.  When I was a child I 
assumed the fact of my parents care of my life.  I didn’t have to ask them to feed, 
clothe, house and educate me—they just did.  And I took it for granted.  It is only 
as I grew up and had children of my own and now observe my children with 
children of their own that I think back so fondly about the great start in life my 
parents afforded me and what a thankless little miscreant I was at times to them.  I 
watch my grandchildren and take joy in how their parents care for them and note, 
like when I was a child, that they have no real way to appreciate the wonderful 
start their parents are affording them.   
 
For with you is the fountain of life, O Lord.  O, how I take this for granted.  That 
God sustains me in the very breath I now take is a wonder beyond full 
comprehension.  But the wonder of wonder is that God does so consistently, 
untiringly, undeflectably, day by day, moment by moment even though humanity 
has turned away from him and told him to get lost.  God does not withdraw the 
fountain of life—it continues to flow though I don’t think about it often and readily 
take it for granted.  The Psalmist tells us that life itself is the outflow of the 
steadfast love of God.  Another way to translate this Hebrew word for this steadfast 
love is mercy; when God’s love meets our sin it is experienced as mercy. 
 
In our reading from the prophet Isaiah we heard of God’s promise to save his 
people.  “I will not keep silent,” says God, “I will not rest,” and then, using 
marriage as a metaphor for relationship with his people, continues, “For as a young 
man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” In this 
promise to redeem I invite you to note that this is entirely the action of God.  There 
is no—if you do this, God will respond with that.  “I will,” is the action of God. 
 
“But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 
us,” exclaims the Apostle Paul. (Romans 5:8) When we come to stand at the foot 
of the cross it is apparent that we are all bystanders.  There on the cross Father and 
Son reconcile a wayward humanity; take our sin upon themselves and bear it away; 
achieve our salvation; defeat death.  Not only do we watch but we participate with 
death and evil unleashing its worst.  It is this steadfast love of God that will not 
give up and will go to any length for our sakes that the Psalmist extols.  It extends 
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to the heavens and saves humans and animals alike.  It is in the light that shines in 
this love in which we see true light! 
 
In a world where evil is not rejected and good is undone the Psalmist points us to 
embrace this love.  To cling to him in faith who is the very fountain of life and in 
whose light we see light.  The Psalmist holds up the glory of this One who loves so 
steadfastly in the face of those who seek to harm.  The light of this love illuminates 
so much more—though it stands in stark contrast to the deceit and fraud of 
wrongdoing. 
 
 In a TED talk, organizational psychologist Adam Grant spoke about his 
experience during the pandemic of feeling somewhat lost that he described as 
“looking for bliss in a blah day and purpose in a perpetual pandemic.”  Grant said, 
“I wasn’t depressed. I still had hope. Wasn’t burned out, had energy. Wasn't 
lonely, I was with my family.  I just felt a little bit aimless and a little bit joyless.  
Eventually I remembered there's a name for that feeling: languishing.  Languishing 
as a sense of emptiness, stagnation and ennui. It was coined by a sociologist Corey 
Keyes …  When you're languishing, it just feels like you're muddling through your 
days, looking at your life through a foggy windshield.”  He asked his audience if 
some felt like this and many hands went up. 
 
I think that Grant has touched on a common human experience.  Languishing—the 
feeling of being a bit aimless, looking at life through a foggy windshield.  I invite 
you to consider where the Psalmist would point us to find help with this sense of 
languishing.  There is no aspect of life  that His light will not illuminate for us.  I 
can tell you personally that this description of languishing accurately depicts my 
experience of grief.  “Aimless, a bit joyless, just muddling through,” were apt 
descriptors. I can also tell you that the experience of the steadfast love of our Lord 
and its light was the help needed so that languishing did not eventuate into collapse 
or despair.  Of the One whose love is steadfast the Psalmist said “His judgements 
are like the great deep;” there is nothing too deep that this love does not penetrate.  
I can confess, with the Psalmist, “in your light, O Lord, we see light.” 
 
2. It is the Apostle John who most pointedly tells us that in Jesus Christ we find the 
life and light that the Psalmist posits of God.  “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. … All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.”  (John 1:1-4) Notice 
how life and light are together in the same person.  The person who said, “I am the 
light of the world,” also said, “I am way, truth, and life.”  Jesus gives us these 
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things by giving us himself…this is why they are found nowhere else.  It is also 
why faith is, at its heart, a relationship with Him who is all these things. 
 
Today we read the story from John’s gospel of the wedding at Cana where Jesus 
performed his first miracle of turning water into wine.  John tells us that this 
miracle was “the first of his signs and revealed his glory.”  As you know signs 
point, they signify—and for John they signify that Jesus is this life that is the light 
of all people.  On other occasion I have noted with you what this generous gift of 
wine signifies about God and the kingdom Jesus brings.  In Ecclesiastes we are 
told that wine gladdens life.  It signifies the wonderful blessing of life God wishes 
to bestow on us in the Son.   
 
As wonderful as it is to reflect on God’s love that blesses life, I invite you to focus 
on a detail from this story that isn’t commented on very often.  I have read the 
story numerous times and usually read over it; but as I read in preparation for today 
the line caught my attention.  It is the moment when the steward, unaware of the 
source of the wine, tastes it and is utterly surprised that the hosts have kept the best 
wine until now.  John writes, “When the steward tasted the water that had become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew).” “Though the servants who had drawn the water knew;” our 
English translations places this in brackets rightly indicating that it is a kind of 
sidebar.  But why does John note this detail?  Is it simply to highlight the steward’s 
ignorance on the matter of the source? Simply to highlight that only a few lowly 
servants knew so the chief steward was clearly in the dark about the source of the 
wine? 
 
The servants who saw knew where the wine came from.  Isn’t this so like our Lord 
that he makes himself known to the simple, the unheralded, unacclaimed.  The 
servants at a wedding who are so often treated as so much background; who are 
trained to do their work so seamlessly so as not to be noticed—Jesus notices them 
and reveals himself to them. Imagine yourself as one of those servants—surely you 
would go home changed after seeing what Jesus did and how he let you in on the 
event of this wonder.  Recall what that teenaged girl of no account in a backwater 
province of Rome said as she entered her cousin Elizabeth’s house now carrying 
the child Jesus in her womb; My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.” 
 
The Psalmist said of God in his steadfast love, “All people may take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings.”  John echoes the same when he says “God so loved the 
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world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.” 
 
For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 


