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… seeing the glory of the Lord 

 

Exodus 34:29–35 

Psalm 99 

2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 

Luke 9:28–36, (37–43a) 

 

Text: 2 Corinthians 3:18 

And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected 

in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 

another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. 

 

Introduction 

I have this cherished childhood memory as a little boy standing on a tractor next to 

my father as he was doing fall ploughing preparing the field for winter.  He let me 

ride there beside him and I recall feeling as if I were part of doing something very 

important.  There is something mesmerizing about the roar of a tractor and 

watching the earth turn over at the behest of the blades of a plough.  After a while 

my Dad stopped the tractor and said I should go and perhaps play with my brother.  

I didn’t really want to leave; I would have ridden there all day with him. As a little 

boy I looked up to my Dad.  I wanted to be like him.  Perhaps you too have these 

sorts of memories with regard to an important person in your early life. 

 

My work experience includes a period when I was engaged in leadership 

development consulting.  As part of that consulting work I led workshops designed 

to help people articulate personal mission statements; in essence to create a picture 

of the person they wanted to be and then engage in an implementation process to 

live out of that mission.  Part of that mission writing process was to note a 

person(s) they admired and what it was they admired.  In my own mission writing I 

noted a preaching professor I admired.  I eventually wrote that my mission was to 

help people fall in love with the God who is in love with them. 

 

In the course of my pastoral work I encounter people seeking financial help.  As I 

listen to their story of what brings them to be asking for help I can see that people 

are captive to the stories they tell about themselves.  I sometimes try, gently, to 

suggest an alternative narrative for their experience hoping that they might be able 

to begin to see the possibility of articulating a different narrative for their life.  We 

all do this.  We live out of a story we tell about ourselves.  Change comes when we 

entertain the possibility of adjusting our story.  After marriage failure I did not 

think I would preach again; it was the story I lived out of.  It took some time and 
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the gracious help of the Lord’s people—including that of my preaching 

professor—to begin to tell a different story. 

 

The Apostle Paul said this of the Christian life, “And all of us, with unveiled faces, 

seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed 

into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the 

Lord, the Spirit.”  “… seeing the glory of the Lord.”  As I reflect on this idea that 

we are being transformed into the image of our Lord as we keep our gaze on him, I 

wonder if I truly apprehend how profound a blessing this is for navigating life.  

This is not to say that a parent or influential person or help in articulating a new 

story are unhelpful, but do we not, as believers, have this all rolled up into the 

glory of the one person that is our Saviour Jesus Christ?  Can any person be greater 

as that influential person whose character you wish to emulate than Jesus?  Who, 

besides Him, do you want assisting you in writing the story out of which you 

would want to live? 

 

At the end of 2021 Christianity Today posted a number of personal testimonies of 

people coming to faith in Jesus Christ.  One was by Chris Goswami who is now a 

part-time pastor and a vice-president of communications for a technology 

company.  The title of his story was, “My Six-Month Experiment with Christianity 

Turned into 12 Months, Then 24 …”    It is an interesting read but I want to share 

with you one of his summary paragraphs: 

 

“God has answered many prayers over the years, while leaving many others 

unanswered. We have endured our share of family crises, but in Christ I have an 

anchor in those storms. If you’re looking for an easy ticket through life, the 

Christian faith isn’t it. But if you want purpose, meaning, and direction, here is a 

narrative, a grand story, in which you have your own essential part to play. And 

most importantly, you get the incomparable privilege of intimately knowing the 

author.” 

 

It was that last line that jumped off the page to me; “And most importantly, you get 

the incomparable privilege of intimately knowing the author.” This is what the 

Apostle Paul is telling us, “And all of us…. seeing the glory of the Lord as though 

reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree 

of glory to another.”  The Author of reality, the Writer of the real story of the 

world told at its proper depth, is the One we engage with in faith.  And we are 

being transformed into the same image one degree at a time; just think, to say this 

is to say that the true Author of reality is writing your story and mine.   

 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2021/july-web-only/chris-goswami-experiment-christianity-hindu-india-grace.html
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1. The Greek word the Apostle Paul uses in this second Corinthian letter that is 

translated ‘are being transformed’ is the same word that Matthew and Mark use to 

speak of what happened to Jesus when he was transfigured.  

Transformed/transfigured—it is the same Greek word.  Luke emphasizes the point 

that Jesus was at prayer on the mountain top when the appearance of his face 

changed.  Akin to when Moses came down from Mount Sinai, ‘the skin of his face 

shone because he was talking with God.’  It was when talking with God that this 

transfiguration of Jesus occurs. 

 

Luke is also the one who tells us the topic of Jesus’ conversation with Moses and 

Elijah (law and prophets containing all the promises of Christ); the topic was 

Jesus’ coming ‘departure’ at Jerusalem.  The word means his coming exodus.  

Luke makes sure his readers understand that Jesus is the promised new Moses.  As 

Moses led the children of Israel from Pharoah’s captivity so Jesus will lead his 

people from captivity to sin and death. 

 

The transfiguration vision was fleeting, and Peter wished to prolong it by providing 

tents for Jesus and his companions to stay in.  And the message of the vision is 

unmistakable.  The heavenly voice from the cloud affirmed that this Jesus whom 

they followed was none other than the son of God, the one chosen by God to carry 

out his purposes; obedience must be rendered to him.  In confirmation of the voice, 

Jesus alone was seen as the one deserving of honor and obedience; his companions 

had gone, and he appeared again in his normal form. There was nothing more for 

the disciples to say in the aftermath of such an epiphany, nor did they share their 

experience with anybody else. It was purely an experience for the three, but one 

which is now recorded for all readers of the gospel, so that they too, reading in 

faith, may have a foretaste of the heavenly glory of Jesus. 

 

Even though it was a fleeting vision of only three of the Apostles, all the synoptic 

gospel writers—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—recount this story and it stands as a 

hinge in their accounts of Jesus’ life.  In a sense, the gospel of John begins hinting 

at this transfiguration story in the prologue where John writes of the Word made 

flesh, ‘and we have seen his glory.’ (John 1:14) Keep in mind that John was one of 

the three disciples on the transfiguration mountain.   In the synoptic gospels the 

transfiguration is a hinge story because after this event Jesus is on his way to 

Jerusalem.  At this pivotal moment the disciples declare that they believe Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God and Jesus begins to make his coming suffering, death, 

and resurrection a staple of his teaching.  And on the mountain the voice from the 

cloud confirms the disciples’ declaration, “This is my Son, My Chosen; listen to 
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him!” Jesus’ conversation with Moses and Elijah is about what is coming at 

Jerusalem. 

 

This story is preserved for us as well.  The voice from the cloud still speaks the 

same message.  Thus, when the Apostle Paul tells believers that in looking to Jesus 

we are ‘seeing the glory of the Lord’, our hearts resonate with the wonder of what 

Peter, James, and John witnessed for our sakes.   

 

2. Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians is an extended defence of his ministry and 

the ministry of the gospel among them.  The theme that dominates the letter is the 

glory and nature of gospel ministry.  Recall how his letter begins. “Blessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all 

consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console 

those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are 

consoled by God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 

 

In the section we read today Paul is in the middle of an extended ‘midrash’ on the 

Bible story of Moses veiling his face.  A ‘midrash’ is an interpretive technique 

plumbing the meaning of the words of the Torah.  Paul’s ‘midrash’ is somewhat 

complex but what I want to point out is that Paul never denigrates the glory of the 

old covenant—its glory has simply been outshone in the glory of the new covenant 

in Christ. The glory of the new covenant does not strip the old covenant of its 

glory—the new fulfils the old.  When Paul says the veil is lifted in Christ it would 

be helpful for us to use the word fulfilled.  We must be careful not to make this 

mean that what went before is obsolete; Jesus is ever Israel’s messiah—to say 

otherwise is to strip the word ‘Messiah’ of its meaning.  Regarding Paul’s Jewish 

contemporaries who did not believe Jesus to be the Messiah, Paul said, “as regards 

election they are beloved, for the sake of their ancestors; for the gifts and the 

calling of God are irrevocable.” (Romans 11:28-29) 

 

We must be careful as Christians to never read into these texts of scripture the 

antisemitism that is so virulent in our world today.  Paul never stops being a Jew—

he is a Jewish man who met Israel’s Messiah in a vision while on the road to 

Damascus.  When Paul talks about  ‘seeing the glory of the Lord’ surely his 

Damascus road experience is in the back of his mind.  He can’t deny that he met 

Jesus there any more than the three disciples on the mountain can deny what they 

saw that day in all its otherworldliness.   

 

3. When the Apostle Paul speaks of the wonder of the gospel ministry saying, 

“And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected 
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in a mirror,” he declares that each of us has direct access to the Son of God and in 

walking with Jesus in this relationship we “are being transformed into the same 

image from one degree of glory to another.”  We may look at our lives and don’t 

see this increasing degree of glory the Apostle sees. 

 

While some may have mountain top experience most of the time our discipleship is 

not like that.   We note that though Peter, James, and John wanted to freeze this 

ecstatic experience, build a shrine, consecrate the spot, Jesus won’t let them do any 

of this. Jesus takes the three men down the mountainside to a village where an 

epileptic boy is convulsing, parents are distraught, church people (disciples) appear 

helpless and feel bad about it, and some religious leaders are agitating a crowd.  

Jesus tells the three men that the experience on the mountain was good; of course it 

was good, since it was God-given and they were meant to have it. Still, among the 

convulsing and the agitated is where his followers belong. 

 

Much of a believer’s faith experience is so quiet and undramatic as to be virtually 

the constant background to our lives.  Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice; I 

know them, and they follow me”.  Needless to say Jesus doesn’t mean that we are 

constantly “hearing things”, as though we were undergoing auditory hallucinations.  

He means that his people are unremittingly possessed of the conviction that he is 

the one to be followed.  They continue to hear his voice inasmuch as they are never 

without the conviction that he is the good shepherd and ever will be.  It is not a 

startling experience; it is not an ecstatic experience. But it is the foundation on 

which the life of any Christian is built. “My sheep keep on hearing my voice; I 

continue to know them, and they keep on following me.” 

 

Surely most of our Christian experience is of the non-startling, non-ecstatic order. 

Most of our Christian experience is so very ordinary that it becomes second nature 

to us; in truth it is our new nature. Paul writes to the Christians in Colosse, “God 

has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 

of his beloved son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” There is 

nothing dramatic about this. While a few people can certainly point to a datable, 

never-to-be-forgotten moment when they were delivered, most cannot. All that 

matters is this: as we read newspapers and listen to newscasts, as we observe social 

trends, as we ponder all that tends to confuse people, beguile people, humanly 

impoverish people, we know in our hearts that we have been delivered from the 

dominion (the illegitimate rule) of darkness and have been transferred to the 

kingdom of Jesus Christ; and in him we know ourselves to be forgiven people. 

This too is experience; elemental experience. 
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When the ecstatic experience is over Peter, James, and John are left alone with 

Jesus.  This is the picture of the Christian life.  Even though Paul had an ecstatic 

experience on the road to Damascus he will say that the wonder is this… “And all 

of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a 

mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 

another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.” 


