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… if these were silent, the stones would shout out 

 

Isaiah 50:4–9a 

Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29 

Philippians 2:5–11 

Luke 19:28–40 

 

Text: Luke 19:39-40 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, order your disciples to 

stop.’ He answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.’ 

 

Introduction 

Elizabeth Bachmann, a junior fellow at the journal First Things, wrote a review of 

a book titled Gen Z, Explained: The Art of Living in a Digital Age (by Roberta 

Katz, Sarah Ogilvie, Jane Shaw, and Linda Woodhead). Generation Z are those 

born after 1995 who have never known life without the internet.  Apparently, Gen 

Zers spend nine hours a day on screens, and 4.5 of those on social media.  

Bachmann writes that the author of this book pinpoints “the trend that influences 

every aspect of Gen Z life, from relationships to religion to politics: identity 

fixation.”  

 

Why this fixation with identity?  Bachmann states, “Habituated to the idea that 

reality doesn’t have to be rational and left with nothing transcendent to gaze up at 

together, Gen Z can only turn inward for answers. Hence personal identity 

becomes the source and summit of life—it alone is certain because you define the 

terms.”  Bachmann, herself a Gen Zer, concluded, “I remain optimistic that my 

generation, Z, can discover a better way to live and use this technology because, at 

root, its obsession with identity is a perverted but genuine pursuit of truth in a 

world that obscures it.”   

 

Into this world of blazing internet speed comes a man riding on a donkey; 

admittedly a somewhat odd scene to this generation that has access to dystopian 

thrillers within a few touches of the finger on handheld devices. Into this world 

preoccupied by screens comes this man followed by crowds calling him a king.  

His name is Jesus and he said ‘I am the truth.’ People scoffed at his claim in his 

day; Pilate, the Roman governor presiding at this trial, sarcastically said to his face, 

‘what is truth,’ in essence implying, ‘I’m the one who makes truth around here.’ 

The question I ask is, can we suspend our inward fixation on identity for a few 

moments to hear this story of the One who invites us to look to him instead. 

 

https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2022/02/is-there-hope-for-gen-z
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And for believers, we come to this story again to hear and proclaim the truth that 

Jesus Christ is, in a world that obscures it. We do so because, as Jesus said, “if we 

are silent, the stones would shout out.” 

 

1. I invite you to reflect with me on what we might call the 50,000 foot view of the 

events that are happening on the ground as Jesus comes to Jerusalem.  It is a view 

the Apostle Paul provides in the portion of his letter to the Philippians that we read 

today.  It is a synopsis of the grand narrative that God has been undertaking for 

centuries that culminates in Jesus.  The gospel asserts that it is the true story of our 

world. 

The poem or hymn that Paul pens or cites can be divided into three parts.  It begins 

with assertion that Jesus Christ is God come among us.  Jesus did not regard his 

equality with God as something to be exploited, writes Paul.  In the Bible God has 

named God’s self as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  One God in three persons.  It is 

understood that it is God the Son who comes among us in Jesus.  As we stand on 

the ground today, so to speak, walking with Jesus to Jerusalem, the scriptures 

would have us understand that this One we follow is from all eternity.    

 

The poem goes on to say that this one from all eternity was found in human form.  

In the grand narrative of the world that the Bible lays out, this is where we are in 

the stories of Jesus—God being found in human form.   One of the implications of 

his coming among us is that humanity needs a saviour given to it.  The saviour 

comes from outside.  We will never produce our own saviour from among nor will 

we find it probing personal identity.  The gospel calls us to look away from 

ourselves to Jesus to find what we truly need. Not only does this One from eternity 

come among us but he became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 

cross.  This is the point of this grand narrative we walk in today heading up to 

Jerusalem where this cosmic altering event will take place. 

 

In the third part of this poem, God’s grand narrative continues looking forward to 

that day when Jesus, now exalted and given the name above every name, will be 

acknowledged as the Lord of all—every tongue confessing that Jesus Christ is 

Lord.  What is now known by faith—Jesus is Lord—will one day be undeniable in 

the great consummation of this story when all things will be set to rights.  Even 

those who oppose him will not be able to deny what is reality on that day.  And by 

faith as we cling to Jesus Christ now we live in the reality that is His truth. 

 

I want to go back to the first part of this poem.  The Apostle John joins Paul in 

declaring Jesus’ pre-existence as Son of God.  “He was in the beginning,” says 

John, “and all things came into being through him.” (John 1:1-3) In other words, 
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according to the gospel, this One who comes among us is the creator of the 

universe, including us.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “Ever since the creation of the 

world his (God’s) eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, have 

been understood and seen through the things he has made.” (Romans 1:20) Could 

we not understand the witness of creation to its Creator to be an instance of what 

Jesus meant by ‘the stones shouting out’ who he is?  

 

I know we are a long way from Christmas but I want to point out something to you 

that is of interest to us here regarding the witness of nature.  It is in historic 

paintings of the Nativity in church art.   In these early paintings of that stable scene 

you will often see a donkey and an ox included in the animals. The question is 

why?  It comes from a text of scripture in Isaiah (1:3) “The ox knows its owner, 

and the donkey its master’s crib.”  It is a metaphor that Isaiah uses to call Israel 

from their rebellion against their maker.  Animals know their owner, so should 

you, implies Isaiah.  These early painters wanted to say that these animals 

recognized their owner as they gaze on the infant Jesus.  Jesus called us to consider 

the birds of the air and how our heavenly Father feeds them.. “I tell you,” said 

Jesus, “if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

 

The gospel claims that our maker knows us better that we know ourselves.  Will 

we trust ourselves to this One riding into Jerusalem? 

 

2. Lets move from our 50,000 foot vantage point to something much closer.  The 

gospel writer Luke is writing to the church about forty years after these events take 

place.  He writes so that these second generation Christians could know the truth 

concerning the things they were taught about Jesus.  What does Luke want us to 

know? 

 

There is something exhilarating about finally seeing your destination after a long 

road trip.  On a recent winter holiday I went to Mt Tremblant in Quebec.  There is 

a corner you turn where you finally see the mountain before you and, arriving at 

night, it is covered in the lights of the village and homes; a welcome sight 

particularly when the last hour of driving had been through a snow storm.  You 

have similar experiences. 

 

The pilgrims who had been journeying with Jesus from Galilee are, on this first 

Palm Sunday, so close to Jerusalem they can almost taste it.  They have been on 

foot for about six days and now come past the villages of Bethphage and Bethany 

on the east slope of the Mount Of Olives.  There is a place, as they break the crest 

of the Mount, that is simply breathtaking; there before them across the Kidron 
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valley high atop Mt. Zion is the city gleaming in the distance.  They can finally see 

their destination with the Temple dominating the horizon.  It is at this moment we 

read, “As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the 

whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for 

all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying, ‘Blessed is the king who comes 

in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven,   and glory in the highest heaven!’” 

 

The disciples along with other travellers from Galilee had seen Jesus perform 

‘deeds of power’—like healings and exorcisms and Lazarus raised from the dead.  

They believed that when Jesus came to Jerusalem the Kingdom of God would 

appear.  Such a hope makes sense in the context of what had preceded in this 

gospel.  The disciples had been taught that the Kingdom had in some sense arrived, 

and it was natural for them to assume that its consummation would follow once the 

activity of Jesus extended to the capital city.  This is combined with popular 

Messianic expectations that the Messiah would liberate them from Rome’s power. 

 

So when they begin to praise God joyfully, “Blessed is the king who comes in the 

name of the Lord’, you can imagine all these expectations and hopes and dreams 

they have loaded into this moment.  It makes some Pharisees in the crowd very 

nervous—this is the sort of thing that brings down the heavy hand of Rome upon 

you.  Another king has already arrived in Jerusalem.  He came from the west with 

armed escort—his name is Pilate.  He comes to Jerusalem for Passover to secure 

power.  Passover is Israel’s celebration of liberation from slavery in Egypt, a time 

ripe for stoking rebellion against Rome.  It is interesting to note that Jesus will not 

ask his followers to keep a lid on it.  He is the king—a different kind of king than 

those of the world—but the king nonetheless. 

 

Luke, and the church he writes to, live in a world where Caesar claims to be king 

demanding their allegiance.  To be a Christian meant saying Jesus is Lord and by 

implication, not Caesar.  We live in a world where many powers demand 

allegiance be they political or group or ideology or identity.  Our culture has, in 

effect led us to believe that the individual is the king of themselves.  Jesus is 

unrepentant claiming to be the rightful king of our lives.  Countless believers will 

confess that he is a king like no other and that service of him is true freedom.  

 

Also, as a believer, I need this reminder that Jesus insists he is king and has a 

rightful claim on my life.  I need to ever renew my commitment to him.  There are 

lots of voices in our world, like some of the Pharisees in the crowd, telling me to 

keep a lid on my enthusiasm in proclaiming him king.  The powers of our world 

don’t like it.  This is not new.  We have just lived through a time when the 



Rev. Dr. James Clubine Page 5 10/04/22 

authoritarian impulse of those who govern has surprised me.  I need to hear my 

Lord afresh, ‘I tell you, if you’re silent, the stones would shout out.’ 

 

3. And now I invite you to come up close to the story; to the man riding the 

donkey.  What is Jesus seeing as he approaches Jerusalem?  What is in his heart?  

For a number of weeks now he has been teaching his disciples what he expects in 

Jerusalem.  ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about 

the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will be handed over 

to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and spat upon. After they have 

flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise again.’  (Luke 

18:31-33) 

 

Where is this written about the Son of Man in the prophets?  The disciples don’t 

see it.  We know that Jesus was a man steeped in the Hebrew scriptures; we also 

know that the prophet Isaiah loomed large in his imagination with respect to 

understanding his mission.  On that day in his hometown synagogue early in his 

ministry he read from Isaiah claiming it as his mission statement—"today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”   

 

So what is on his mind?  He is surrounded by followers joyful in their excitement 

to claim him king.  He won’t dampen their enthusiasm even if their expectations 

are off the mark.  I think it wouldn’t be a stretch to imagine that another text from 

Isaiah is running through his mind; the text we read today.  “The Lord God has 

opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backwards. I gave my back 

to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not 

hide my face from insult and spitting.” 

 

The marvel is that he does this for us.  The gospel asserts that our salvation hinges 

on his going to Jerusalem.  I marvel that he keeps on riding to the city so 

deliberately.  Knowing as he did what was to unfold for him, he keeps on going.  

And he does so to rescue us from our rebellion against God; to free us from the 

power of sin.  This king will pour himself out without remainder for our sakes.  He 

is the only one worthy of human worship and allegiance.  Will you trust yourself to 

him? 

 

The whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully … ‘Blessed is 

the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the 

highest heaven!’ Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, order 

your disciples to stop.’ He answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the stones 

would shout out.’  May we not be silent! 


