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Jesus meets Peter and Paul 

 

Acts 9:1–20 

Psalm 30 

Revelation 5:11–14 

John 21:1–19 

 

Text: John 21:15; Acts 9:4-5 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, 

do you love me more than these?’ 

He (Saul) fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting. 

 

Introduction 

It would be hard to overstate the influence of the Apostles Peter and Paul on 

Christianity. It is simply impossible to wrap your arms around the impact these two 

Apostles have had and continue to have on the church.  And when you consider the 

integral role Christianity has played in the rise of what we call Western 

civilization, it could be said that the work of these two Apostles continues to ripple 

throughout the entire Western world, though that could be abating as Christianity is 

increasingly pushed to the margins of our society.  As influential as they are, none 

of this would have occurred except for the fact that they met Jesus after he was 

raised from the dead. 

 

1. So, we have made the observation of the impressive influence of these two men. 

A fair question might be, so what?  We read stories today of the religious 

experience of two Apostles both of whom are now long gone from the world.  So 

what does their experience have to do with me in my life here at the beginning of 

the third millennium since the events we read about today took place?  Why do I 

bother to read and preach on these stories and why do you show up to hear them 

read and expounded?  The answer to that question is the same as the answer to the 

source of the amazing influence of these two Apostles; Jesus. 

 

The gospel—the good news that is Jesus Christ—claims to be the true or real story 

of the world told at its proper depth.  The question of how this story is relevant to 

my life is, according to the gospel, a question fraught with problematic 

assumptions.  It assumes, for example, that life revolves around me and my current 

existence.  Rather the question the gospel insists we ask is this; is my life relevant 

to the story?  It isn’t so much how I interpret Jesus but how he interprets me.  
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There is a wonderful parable told about two young fish on their way to doing what 

young fish do when an older fish swimming by greeted them and asked, ‘how is 

the water today, boys?’  The young fish looked at the older fish incredulously.  

After they swan away, the one said laughingly to his friend, “What’s water?”  The 

two young fish were oblivious to the environment in which they swam.  This 

parable depicts, to some extent, what the gospel says is the human condition 

having turned away from God.  We aren’t aware of the true environment in which 

we swim. 

 

In a sense, the good news of Jesus is always asking us, ‘how is the water today?’  

We first need to be acquainted with the water in which we swim.  Humans, says 

the gospel, were created to engage in a living relationship with the living God.  We 

swim in an environment where God is present calling us to relationship with him 

and who sustains that relationship by his presence in our lives.  Humans may be 

oblivious to the water but it is not humans who establish reality.  So, how is the 

water? 

 

The stories we read today of the experience of the Apostles are related to us 

because Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Believers today are bound 

together in fellowship with these Apostles just as much as they are with the people 

they worship with in the pew sitting beside them because we are joined in a living 

relationship to a living Saviour.  This is the environment in which we swim.  Our 

world’s self-understanding says that the present moment is the only moment that 

matters.  This is to make too much of ourselves believing that life is all about us.  

The gospel says the water is very different than the water implied by the world’s 

self-understanding. 

 

2. What do people do when they are let down terribly?  What do people do when 

they suffer enormous loss and are bereaved beyond telling? Some deny their loss; 

consciously deny the significance of their loss or unconsciously deny the fact of 

their loss.  They can put on a happy face and pretend that everything is as rosy as 

ever.  Conscious and unconscious denial, however, exact a terrible price 

psychologically.  Others who suffer enormous loss can simply be overwhelmed by 

it; so overwhelmed as to be frozen, immobilised by it.  Life stops for them. This is 

a living death.  And some who suffer enormous loss can admit their loss, own their 

pain and endure their disappointment. They can admit, own, endure, and go back to 

work.  They can begin doing once more what they have customarily done in the 

past.  I can say that, in the midst of bereavement, work has been a great help in 

making my way through painful loss. 
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I invite you to consider the trauma the Apostle Peter has been through that 

precedes this day in Galilee when he says, “I am going fishing.”  He had been a 

faithful follower of Jesus during the time of Jesus’ Galilean ministry and his love 

for Jesus and trust in him was such that he left his fishing business behind.  He has 

come to believe that Jesus was Israel’s long awaited Messiah who would set things 

right.  He has staked his life and his future in the hopes that Jesus would oust the 

Romans and set the Lord’s people free. But then everything went sideways at 

Jerusalem just when it seemed it was all coming together and the moment of 

triumph at hand.  The one he had staked so much on ended up crucified as a 

heinous criminal and association with him now became a liability.  For Peter, he 

feels terribly let down; he feels taken in by a fraud.  

 

John tells us that this breakfast on the beach with Jesus was the third time that 

Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.  We read of the 

two previous appearances John refers to last Sunday; the first meeting when 

Thomas was absent and then a second meeting when Thomas was present.  If we 

imagine the story unfolding these first two appearances occur in Jerusalem.  And 

then the disciples head home to Galilee.  You can imagine that it takes time for the 

disciples to embrace and understand what all of this means about Jesus and 

salvation from sin and so on.   

 

Peter is still reeling in many respects.  What is life going to be like now?  How 

does he make sense of things that are so upside down?  He saw Jesus crucified and 

now he has seen Jesus alive again.  What will Peter do now?  What is ahead for 

him?  Peter is back home now and so the most natural thing he could do is go back 

to the profession he left.  “I am going fishing,” said Peter.  

 

For those among us who have been believers a long time we can look back in our 

lives and see that, like Peter, there were pivotal moments when Jesus made himself 

known to us in a clearer way.  Like Peter, some can identify a time when 

knowledge of Jesus was a story of events—amazing events at that—but things that 

happened at a certain time to certain people.  But somewhere along the line it 

became clear that it had to do with my life now.  Like Peter, Jesus posed his 

question to us, “Do you love me?”  Do you love me now?  And maybe like Peter 

we couldn’t only answer that we love him unconditionally; we could only say,  “I 

am your good friend.”  Still Jesus keeps coming to us and giving us a commission 

to follow him. 
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This is the third time Jesus comes to these Apostles. I marvel that Jesus keeps on 

coming, beckoning, helping us to know him more and more.  I am and continue to 

be a disciple not because of superior insight or unusual loyalty or extraordinary 

grip on Jesus Christ.  Like Peter I’m a disciple only because my Lord keeps 

coming to me, keeps speaking to me, and continues to hold me with a grip greater 

than my grip on him. 

 

3. The American novelist Mary Flannery O’Connor, once said of the Apostle Paul, 

‘I reckon the Lord knew that the only way to make a Christian out of that one was 

to knock him off his horse.’  The scriptures don’t say that Paul was on horseback; 

even so O’Connor’s point is a good one.  Paul (or Saul) was a driven man certain 

of himself and his convictions.  He was sure that the followers of Jesus (all Jews at 

this point) perverted the faith and he was going to do something about it.  It seems 

that he was one of the chief—if not the chief—drivers of the persecution unleashed 

in Jerusalem against the followers of Jesus.  One interesting feature of the story is 

that this persecution caused people to flee Jerusalem taking their faith with them—

this is why Paul is on his way to Damascus. 

 

I wonder what he saw in that vision where Jesus met him on that Damascus road.  

Paul makes cryptic reference to it in his second letter to the Corinthians but gives 

no details.  It wasn’t important.  Knowing Jesus is the important matter, not how 

you came to know.  Still, I wonder if his vision was something like what the 

Apostle John relates in the Revelation.  “Then I looked, and I heard the voice of 

many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they 

numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, 

‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

and might 

and honour and glory and blessing!’ Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, ‘To the one 

seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honour and glory and might 

for ever and ever!’ 

 

Whatever he saw the change in Paul is dramatic.  I am not sure that you would call 

it a conversion because he worships the same God before and after.  But he is now 

convinced that in meeting Jesus he has met God.  Before this experience the Torah 

stood as the centre of Paul’s life and thought and commitments.  After this it is 

Jesus who occupies this place.  He doesn’t throw the Torah away but he now sees 

it in the light that is Jesus Messiah.  We are told that he began to proclaim in the 

synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 
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It may be that there are many who believe there is a God; convinced that this world 

is such an engineering marvel that it had to have a designer.  But does this designer 

love us?  Paul discovered, on meeting Jesus, that he does declaring, “For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

(Romans 8:38-39) 

 

4. The stories of the experience of Peter and Paul are still happening.  Last year 

Christianity Today posted a series of personal stories of how people came to meet 

and know Jesus.  One of those stories was from an astronomer name David Block .  

The title read, “What the Heavens Declared to a Young Astronomer; How I 

learned that the same God who numbered the stars knew and loved me personally.” 

 

Block, a gifted student, wrote, “I remember attending a meeting of the Royal 

Astronomical Society graced by Stephen Hawking. The atmosphere there was 

intellectually stimulating, but inwardly I could tell that something, or someone, 

was missing.  Back home … I started sharing … my thoughts and feelings about 

the cosmos. “The universe is so beautiful,” I proclaimed, “both visually and 

mathematically.” The idea of the universe being designed by a Master Artist 

continued to resonate with me, but I struggled to find evidence that this artist had 

any interest in knowing me personally. 

 

Somehow, all the way back when I aimed my first telescope at Saturn—and when I 

beheld Saturn, with its tilted system of rings, in all its majesty and splendor—I 

suspected in my heart that there existed not merely a Great Designer but a personal 

God. But I hadn’t yet experienced his still, small voice of forgiveness and 

reassurance. 

 

Reflecting on these moments now, I realize they had been infused by God’s grace. 

He had been planting spiritual seeds every time I gazed up into the heavens. It was 

as if Jesus were sitting at my table—in my case, looking over my shoulder as I 

peered through my telescope—just as he had when he accompanied his followers 

on the road to Emmaus.” 

 

David block said that it was ‘as if’ Jesus were sitting at my table; I would 

encourage him with one small correction—it was Jesus sitting at the table.  The 

stories we have considered today have a common theme.  Jesus and Peter; Jesus 

and Paul; Jesus and David Block.  It is the same story for each of us, Jesus and Jim, 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2021/march/david-block-heavens-declared-young-astronomer.html
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Sarah, Sharon, (names)… it is the same for each of us as our Lord is still calling us 

to himself today and sustaining us in our walk with him. 

 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, 

do you love me more than these?’ 

He (Saul) fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting. 


