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A beautiful invitation 

 

Acts 16:16–34 

Psalm 97 

Revelation 22:12–17, 20–21 

John 17:20–26 

 

Text: Revelation 22:16-17 

‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am 

the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.’  The Spirit and the 

bride say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’  And let everyone 

who is thirsty come.  Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 

 

Introduction 

Do you have some treasured invitations?  Maybe it was an invitation to attend the 

wedding of one of the children of dear friends?  Maybe a first date?  Maybe to a 

special occasion with a dignitary of some renown?  There is a tradition in academic 

institutions like Oxford and Cambridge in England called High Table.  It is a table 

on a raised platform at the end of a dining hall where the college fellows and 

professors eat along with there guests.  At Christ Church college in Oxford, those 

at high table gather early for a glass of cherry before dinner and then are escorted 

to the table before the doors are opened to let students in to take their places in the 

rest of the dining hall.  Someone at high table says grace and the meal begins. 

Those at high table are served first.  I remember fondly my invitation to high table 

while at Oxford’s summer school of theology.  It was such a delight to engage in 

conversation with the college fellows and professors. 

 

1. For me, this invitation at the end of John’s revelation is one of the most beautiful 

invitations in all of scripture.  One of the reasons is because it is at the end of the 

Bible.  After we read of the culmination of God’s plan to redeem humanity; after 

reading the conclusion of the salvation-history that God has been weaving from the 

foundation of the world; after we read of the new heaven and the new earth where 

mourning and crying and pain are no more because death is no more; after we read 

of the glory of a human existence where God is with his people that endures for 

ever; after we read of the wonder of a world where love gives way to only more 

love and evil can molest no more; after all of that we hear the invitation.   

 

“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’  

And let everyone who is thirsty come.  Let anyone who wishes take the water of 

life as a gift.” You hear echoes of the prophet Isaiah, “Listen, everyone who thirsts, 
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come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!  ’Come, buy 

wine and milk without money and without price.”  For some of you, it sparks 

memory of what Jesus said to the woman at the well, “those who drink of the water 

that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in 

them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The prophet Isaiah foresees this 

culmination of God’s saving work in the terms of a Messianic banquet. (Isaiah 

25:60) Friends, this scriptural invitation is an invitation to the high table of all high 

tables whose glory is beyond your imagination; an invitation none of us would 

want to miss.  The wonder of the gospel is that our Lord extends it to any who 

would believe.   

 

1. A second reason I love this invitation is because of its context in the book of 

Revelation.  Revelation is written as a pastoral word of encouragement to 

Christians who find themselves harassed by the vicissitudes of persecution at the 

hands of Roman authorities.  Many find the images in the book bizarre and violent; 

a river of gore that flows up to the level of a horse’s bridle, a dragon that fumes 

and spews as it slays God’s people.  Paradoxically, the book has comforted untold 

Christians, especially the bereaved.  We read from it at virtually every funeral or 

interment. ‘God will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more.’  

 

As I read those violent images in Revelation I am struck by an overall sense of 

turmoil, or roiling upheaval of a world at odds with God.  I get a similar sense of a 

roiling world in the deluge of information coming at me through our ever-

advancing technology.  The divisions in our society seem to have people on edge 

unable to hear one another.  And then there is the war in Ukraine with the constant 

daily fresh images of devastation and brutality.  As the Russian army retreated 

from certain towns the evidence of atrocities committed against the civilian 

population are sickening to read; mass graves, signs of torture, looting, rape. 

 

We may wonder has God lost control?  This is precisely the question that first 

century Christians were asking only with respect to persecution.  Revelation was 

written to address this heart cry.  And so I find that this invitation, in a book that 

reveals a word from our Lord spoken for just such times, particularly poignant for 

the times in which we live.  A beautiful invitation for a world in upheaval. 

 

Friends, in the violent images of the Revelation it witnesses that it will require the 

whole wisdom and the whole power of God to save God’s creation from the evil 

that afflicts it, for evil is unspeakably evil.  Recall that Paul calls Jesus Christ the 

wisdom and power of God.  We know that the number seven, in scriptural images, 
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is the number that signifies completeness.  There are a number of sevens in the 

Revelation.  There are seven plagues in the book of Revelation.  This tells you that, 

according to the gospel, the world is wholly afflicted by evil. 

 

In the face of the evils of war some are prone to ask where is God?  Or why 

doesn’t God do something about it.  And even say God can’t exist because this evil 

exists.  We cast aspersions on God as if to say that there is something wrong with 

God.  It is humans who execute war.  Shouldn’t the real question be, what is wrong 

with humanity?  Why can’t we shake our warring ways?  Jesus said that evil 

intentions come from the human heart.  Some may say, “look, I am opposed to 

war; I didn’t invade Ukraine.’  Let’s take a moment to look at our families and ask 

if there is perfect harmony there.  Further, our question about God implies that we 

understand that God should oppose evil—where does that expectation arise from? 

 

N.T. Wright posed the question, why is there beauty in the world and why do we 

perceive beauty as beautiful.  He invites us to consider that this is an echo of a 

voice calling to us, the author of beauty.  In a similar way, I ask, why is there this 

perception among us that we were made for better things.  Think of all the 

organizations that exist in our world ostensibly aimed at making the world a better 

place, at improving life, at meeting need.  Consider all the legislation passed into 

law aimed for similar reasons.  Where does the notion come from that we were 

made for better things?  Is it possible that this too in an echo of a voice?  The same 

voice that calls out, ‘Come, let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.’ 

 

To our question of God’s seeming inactivity in the face of evil, I note with you 

what God has done in the Son on the cross.  It was there that evil was defeated and 

the penalty of our sin absorbed as Father and Son together bear this for us so that 

we could be invited to this glorious future when Christ’s victory at the cross is 

consummated.  Through faith in Christ we are set free from sin that we might live 

for him now, in other words, to live the values of that future kingdom here in this 

world.  This is the message throughout Revelation, the lamb who was slain is 

victorious now.  Cling to him.  He is the future.  “The Alpha and the Omega, the 

first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 

 

3.  I also find this invitation compelling because it is found in a book that witness 

to the nearness of our Lord in all that we face in this world.  John's vision assumes 

a deep connection between heaven and earth.  John is trying to explain, in the light 

of the current crisis, what is going on with God's purposes in heaven, and how all 

that corresponds to his audiences’ earthly plight.  We are given to understand that 

there is considerably more going on than meets the eye: tyrannical power is neither 
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absolute nor everlasting.  God's purposes for his people and the world will not be 

thwarted.  John is trying to explain how the divine purpose is working itself out to 

bring about a marriage between heaven and earth and how, at the centre of it all, is 

Jesus himself, the lamb who was slain, the king who will return to conquer all his 

adversaries, so that God will in the end dwell fully and finally with his people.1  

 

Listen again to the framing of this invitation. ‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to 

you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of 

David, the bright morning star.’  Heaven and earth intersect and our Lord speaks to 

us from there in our present moment here.  Jesus is fully aware of their plight and 

is close at hand sending a message of encouragement.  John sees this vision of 

heaven here on the Isle of Patmos.  Don’t give up.  The One who is first and last 

guarantees the future. 

 

“The Spirit and the Bride say ‘Come’.”  The Spirit is the Spirit of God, the power 

in which Jesus Christ speaks and acts.  The Bride is the city of God, the New 

Jerusalem, the kingdom of God, the entire creation healed.  The Spirit and the new 

creation that God established in the triumph of his Son over the myriad plagues of 

evil and sin; the Spirit and the new creation call to us, even as God himself renders 

it all believable and desirable. 

 

When it comes to the scripture’s proclamation of the glorious future—a future so 

spectacular we haven’t begun to imagine what is prepared for those who love 

Him—some have accused Christians of mere wishful thinking.  We just hope it 

will be this way and tell one another stories about it to help us make it through the 

cold indifference of a meaningless universe.  Is this all we are doing?  Consider 

Paul and Silas in a Philippian jail singing hymns after being flogged for preaching 

the gospel. Who does this?  Can you imagine people putting up with this sort of 

treatment if they knew the risen Jesus to be merely a pipe dream? 

 

I think I know one of the hymns they sang.  Paul cites it in his Philippian letter—I 

think he sang it while in that city’s jail.  Listen again to the last stanza.  “Therefore 

God also highly exalted him (Jesus) and gave him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, and every tongue should confess   that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father.”  Paul and Silas are singing about that coming day 

when ‘every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. (By the way, 

proclaiming Jesus as Lord in the Roman world clearly implies that Caesar is not). 

 
1 N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird, The New Testament In Its World, Zondervan, 2019. p. 810-811. 
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The truth is that it is our Lord who renders this vision of the final consummation 

both believable and desirable is just that same way that he makes his presence 

known to us. When you read or hear this text—God will wipe away every tear 

from your eyes… death will be no more—its truth resonates in your heart not 

because you are wishing it to be so but because the Spirit of God is the power in 

which Jesus Christ speaks and acts.  It is Jesus saying these things to us. 

 

4. At the risk of being too personal I also find this invitation a great comfort to me.  

It was two years ago today that our Lord called my wife Valerie home.  I also 

know that many of you annually mark the day you lost earth’s dearest.  You know 

the day, the time, the events burned in your memory with riveting clarity.  It was 

just before our Lord went out to the garden of Gethsemane; the place where the 

sequence of events would begin that lead to his crucifixion; it was then that Jesus 

prayed this wonderful prayer and in that prayer he prayed for you and me.   

 

“I ask,” prayed our Lord, “not only on behalf of these (disciples), but also on 

behalf of those who will believe in me through their word (us)”—now here is the 

line of that prayer I invite you to highlight today.  “Father, I desire that those also, 

whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory.”  And we 

know that God hears and answers Jesus’ prayers.  The great consummation our 

Lord is inviting anyone to come to is the fulfillment of this prayer—that we may be 

where he is.  To know this of Valerie because of his great love for her is a 

wonderful comfort to me. When I hear the Spirit and the Bride say ‘come’, my 

response is “Yes, I want to come.”  “I wish to take the water of life as a gift.” 

 

One final point about this invitation, something we must not over look.  Invitations 

have to be accepted or we miss the event.  At the beginning of the sermon I related 

my experience of being invited to high table at Oxford.  When I first saw the 

invitation I really didn’t know what high table was and I nearly set it aside—O 

that’s nice I will see if I have time.  I am glad I was informed at the orientation as 

to the nature of high table.  I would never have had the experience if I didn’t accept 

the invitation. 

 

Friends, this invitation in the Revelation is, I believe, the most important invitation 

you will ever receive.  Don’t set it aside or say, “I’ll get to that when I have time.”  

It is crucial to say ‘yes’ to our Lord’s invitation. 
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The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’  

And let everyone who is thirsty come.  Let anyone who wishes take the water of 

life as a gift. 
 

 

 


