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I will follow you wherever you go 

 

2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14 

Psalm 77:1–2, 11–20 

Galatians 5:1, 13–25 

Luke 9:51–62 

 

Text: 2 Kings 2:2; Luke 9:57 

But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you 

wherever you go.’ 

 

Introduction 

My daughter recently sent me a picture she had taken of a sticker that she saw on 

the rear windshield of an automobile.  (Show picture) The sticker read, “Would 

you follow Jesus this closely?”  A timely message for tailgaters. Can we follow 

Jesus too closely?  As Jesus was walking with his followers along the road one 

day, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’  I invite you to 

reflect with me on some things our Lord said about a believer’s commitment to 

follow him. 

 

1. In a recent article by sociology professor Brandon Vaidyanathan, titled Resisting 

a Culture of Incoherence, he wrote the following: “Fragmentation is a defining 

feature of modern life. Most of us find ourselves constantly pulled in different 

directions by our myriad of social roles, which make demands not only on our time 

and energy but also on our sense of identity. We take this state of affairs for 

granted. Incoherence is now the norm.”  In his article he cited some research he 

had done on the relationship between faith and work in the lives of Christian 

corporate professionals.  He was surprised to hear how they described themselves 

as mercenaries; not loyal to the company but loyal to the cash; you planned your 

exit from a company the day you arrived.  These same professionals were lay 

leaders in their churches, trying to build communities of trust and healing.  This is 

an example of what this professor means by fragmentation resulting in 

incoherence. 

 

In this culture where we feel pulled in many different directions—even 

fragmented—we arrive at church today and hear Jesus’ sayings about commitment 

in following him.  “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay his head.” “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for 

you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” “No one who puts a hand to the 

https://comment.org/resisting-a-culture-of-incoherence/
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plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  These may sound strident, 

demanding, even unreasonable.  But are they?   

 

In Stephen Covey’s book “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People” the third habit 

is titled, “Put First Things First.’  We know the wisdom of that practise for life.  It 

is much easier to say ‘no’ to things that waste time or take us off course if we have 

a bigger ‘yes’ burning inside.  We all know the wisdom of having a clear vision of 

what we are going to say ‘yes’ to.  It settles life and secures a sense of identity.   A 

profound Scottish preacher, Thomas Chalmers, used to speak of the Christian life 

as a life motivated and directed by what he called “the expulsive power of a new 

affection.”  A new ‘yes,’ in a manner of speaking. 

 

I read a review recently of the movie ‘The Worst Person in the World.’ Critics are 

hailing it as one of the best movies of the year. The dark romantic comedy-drama 

received Oscar nominations for Best International Feature Film and Best Original 

Screenplay. “The recognition is well-deserved,” states the reviewer. “In its 

protagonist Julie (Renate Reinsve), the film aptly portrays the plight of the twenty-

first-century millennial woman, who often finds herself feeling dehumanized 

despite unprecedented freedom. Nearing her thirties, unmarried and childless, Julie 

is paralyzed by indecision and restlessness, struggling with the question of what 

she wants to do with herself—and what it means to be human. … Paralyzed by 

unlimited choices, Julie is indecisive from the start. … She is a casualty of our age, 

which offers dizzying freedom, but few guides.” 

 

I suppose that there are many like the woman portrayed in this movie.  Paralyzed 

by seemingly unlimited choice leaving one indecisive, restless.  What if I choose 

wrong or what if there is some choice I missed?  In a sense, what may sound rather 

demanding in our Lord’s call to commitment is, in reality, that wonderful ‘yes’ for 

our lives. Rescue from such indecision.  But I want to be careful here.  Jesus’ call 

to commitment to him isn’t merely to meet a need we feel to have some direction 

in life—as if choosing some direction will satisfy, so pick one.  Jesus insists that he 

is the way, the truth, the life.  Our fragmentation is because we humans have 

rejected this way.  Jesus insists that there is no other. 

 

2.  In our gospel story one of those travelling with Jesus blurts out, “I will follow 

you wherever you go.”  The other two appear to be responding to Jesus’ call of  

‘follow me.’  But this first one offers himself.  There is a parallel in the older 

testament story of Elijah and Elisha.  Elisha states his purpose to follow Elijah, “As 

the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”  Both Elisha and the 

one promising to follow Jesus we take to be sincere.   

https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2022/04/the-plight-of-the-millennial-woman
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Twice Elijah offered Elisha the possibility to stay behind and take up a ministry in 

these other places with the company of prophets.  From the day that Elijah called 

Elisha to join him, throwing his mantle over Elisha, Elisha senses a call to follow 

Elijah to the end.  Elijah's mantle is the symbol of his power. In Hebrew, as in 

English, mantle has a double meaning, referring both to a loose sleeveless garment 

and to a symbol of authority. So when Elijah threw his mantle over him it was a 

call to follow and receive this mantle.  Elisha won’t let anything else deflect him 

from this calling. 

 

I take it that the disciple was sincere in this stated commitment to Jesus, “I will 

follow you wherever you go.”  Jesus certainly treats this disciple that way.  He 

wants this disciple to have eyes wide open to what it might mean to follow Jesus.  

‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere 

to lay his head.’ Jesus makes clear that he does not offer followers wealth or 

prestige or power.  Jesus’ statement here is not a call to homelessness in order to 

follow him.  Persecution for being a Christian could lead there.  Jesus is making 

clear that, in following him, we won’t be at home in this world that is organized 

against God.   

 

Keep in mind the context in which Luke places these saying of Jesus.  Jesus had 

just learned that a certain Samaritan village refused hospitality to Jesus and this 

group because Jesus has set his face to go to Jerusalem.  Jesus has nowhere to lay 

his head because people reject him and his mission.  I wonder if you, like me, find 

that your commitment to the gospel means you find yourself less and less at home 

in our present culture. 

   

Luke tells us that it was ‘as they were going along the road’ that this follower made 

the promise to go wherever Jesus went.  Jesus is going to Jerusalem and even 

though he has been teaching them what will happen to him there, these followers 

can’t take it in as a possibility that Jesus must suffer and die.  Keep in mind that 

Luke is writing to the church to assure them of the truth of the things they have 

been taught about Jesus.  When he writes ‘they were going along the road,’ the 

word he uses for road is ‘way.’  In the same word he uses in his second volume we 

know as the book of Acts when speaking of Christians as people of the way.  This 

was how the first Christians spoke of themselves.  People of the way.  Recall 

Jesus’ claim, “I am the way.”  These early Christians were considered ridiculous 

for believing in a crucified saviour.  Luke wants to encourage them to keep on this 

way even though they may not find themselves at home in their world.  And our 

Lord uses Luke’s witness to say the same to us. 
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The continuing marvel to me is Jesus’ own resolute determination to go to 

Jerusalem.  He speaks these words about our commitment in the context of his own 

commitment; he will not turn aside from obedience to the one he calls the Father.  

In other words, commitment is what Jesus is doing real time as he walks along the 

way having set his face to go to Jerusalem.  Knowing what Jesus will endure there 

for our sakes can we do anything less than continue in the way with him? 

 

3. I invite you to go again with me to the story of Elijah and the passing of the 

prophetic mantle to his protégé Elisha.  I want to probe Elisha’s commitment, ‘As 

the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’  I invite you to see 

the deepening of his commitment at each stop along the way; his recommitment at 

each significant juncture.  As in the story of Jesus, so in the story of Elijah, a 

destiny is on the horizon.  Jesus is going to Jerusalem; today the Lord will take 

Elijah away.  Everyone in the story of Elisha somehow knows that Elijah’s 

departure is imminent.   

 

Twice in this journey Elisha is invited to stay behind with a company of prophets, 

first at Bethel and then in Jericho.  When you hear prophet think preacher.  Elijah 

has set up training places; schools to train prophets to call Israel back to faith in 

God and to continue in faith. You can read the results of this work in the writings 

of the prophets in the older testament.  Notice that it was something good that 

Elisha could stay behind and do.  But each time he renews his commitment to go 

with Elijah. 

 

I think of my own call to ministry.  There was lots of good work I could stay 

behind and do in order to support my family and be engaged in serving a church as 

a lay person.  But there was this sense I had that I needed to press on into 

something else.  Perhaps someone here is sensing God’s call to press ahead into 

ministry.  There isn’t anything evil about remaining behind—it is simply that our 

Lord has something else in mind for you. 

 

Faith, relationship with Jesus Christ, can be expressed and experienced in a variety 

of ways and callings but there comes a time in each one's journey when it is 

necessary, clearly and unequivocally, to declare the depth of that commitment. 

God's place in our lives is neither a matter of convenience or something that can be 

taken for granted or assumed. I have found that there are many such turning points 

or deepening points in my walk in this way with Jesus.  A call to ministry, for 

example, deepens as challenges come and problems arise and a decision is made to 

stay the course.  Bereavement or job loss or other significant events can be times 
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when we have to decide again that we trust Jesus and our commitment deepens.  

Each decision to stay the course with Jesus deepens that commitment. 

 

When Jesus says to the man who wants to delay following Jesus to go bury his 

father,” “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the 

kingdom of God,” Jesus is not denigrating family obligations.  He is stating that 

there is something that is of greater importance. The greatest urgency in life is to 

trust Jesus. When Jesus says to another who wants to delay until he says farewell 

to those at home, “No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for 

the kingdom of God,” Jesus is again stressing what is of ultimate importance.  We 

mustn’t let penultimate matters deflect us from what is ultimate.   

 

Unlike other human endeavors, our commitment to God is a heartfelt matter; a 

matter of the centre of our being.  When choosing to turn with Jesus to go to 

Jerusalem, factors such as love and grace play a far greater role then criteria such 

as length of association or depth of knowledge. It is a life changing shift in 

direction and priorities, in which our human needs and wants become subservient 

to the call of the Lord.  The commitment our Lord calls from followers is not a 

demand to reject responsibilities of family or vocation but, rather, encourages us to 

see those responsibilities in the light of our faith and through the lens of our 

deepening commitment to Christ. 

 

Two final points. First, with respect to our commitment to follow Jesus, let me 

state as strongly as I can a truth that we must always keep before us: we can turn 

toward him only because in him God has first turned toward us. The simple fact of 

the Incarnation, of God’s coming among us in Jesus Christ, demonstrates his 

turning toward us. Supremely in the cross God has turned toward us. Having 

turned toward us God will never turn away from us, never turn back from us, never 

turn his back on us, never abandon us, betray us or quit on us. Facing us now in 

Christ Jesus, God quickens in us the desire to turn and face him. More than 

quicken in us the desire to turn toward him, God fosters in us the capacity to turn 

toward him. Having given us both the desire and the capacity to turn toward him, 

God then invites us to do just that. There is no moment more crucial in any 

person’s life than that moment when the invitation is heard and the summons is 

unmistakable and the fork in the road is undeniable. 

 

Secondly, following Jesus implies a turning toward the church. Many people have 

difficulty grasping this point. The church isn’t a club, albeit a club that is “a force 

for good.” The church—and the church alone—is the body of Christ. To turn 

toward Jesus Christ is always to turn toward all of him, head and body together.  A 
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churchless Christian is a contradiction in terms.  In other words, to be related to 

Jesus Christ is to be related to all of him. To love him is to love his people, 

however disfigured they are.  To abide in Christ, then, is to abide in his 

community. To cherish him is to cherish his people.  

 

“I will follow you wherever you go,” said this follower to Jesus.  May this ever be 

our commitment.  


