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Faith in Christ Jesus and love for all the saints 

 

Amos 7:7–17 

Psalm 82 

Colossians 1:1–14 

Luke 10:25–37 

 

Text: Colossians 1:3-5 

In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all 

the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. 

 

Introduction 

Dr. Ferrukh Faruqui is a family doctor who teaches in the Department of Family 

Medicine at the University of Ottawa. She's fascinated by the ethical quandaries 

that confront modern society.  In a recently published essay on medical assistance 

in dying in Canada she made the following observation: “As western societies 

hurled off the shackles of religious authoritarianism, an ethical void was created. 

This gap’s been filled by humanist creeds that teach that the greatest good flows 

from personal independence. This libertarian ideal posits the individual as the 

master of his universe, however lonely that universe may be.” 

 

1. As the Apostle Paul undertakes to write his letter to the Colossians, I wonder 

what ideology or creeds dominated the general landscape of society in his day.  

There are hints in the letter.  Paul writes, for example, “See to it that no one takes 

you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, 

according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ.” 

(Colossians 2:8)  There are hints from history and archeology.  The worship of 

Zeus and Apollo dominated the region.  One third of the coins found in first-

century Colossae feature the goddess Artemis.  You may recall the trouble Paul got 

into at Ephesus agitated by silver-smiths who saw a decline in sales of Artemis 

statues due to the preaching activity of Paul and his companions. (Acts 19:21-41) 

 

I invite you to notice that Paul does not spend a lot of energy unpacking the creeds 

of the first-century world.  If you were to read current commentaries on Colossians 

you would observe a wide divergence of opinion regarding the nature of the false 

teaching Paul sees troubling the Colossian Christians. The reason for this wide 

divergence of opinion is because Paul simply doesn’t say enough to be definitive.  

What Paul does do, in the midst of the creeds that dominated that world, is spend 

his energies extolling the wonder that is Jesus Christ.  Rather than talk principally 
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about the problems of the philosophies Paul’s primary focus is on Jesus.  This does 

not mean he is unaware of what those philosophies taught as, for example, his 

sermon at Athens makes evident and he says enough in this letter so the Colossian 

Christians, with a knowledge of those philosophies, know what he references. 

 

Consequently, the letter to the Colossians contains, for me, some of the most 

wonderful sentences on the glory that is Jesus Christ found in the entire New 

Testament.  “He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together,” 

exudes Paul, “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.”  In 

theology we call this a high Christology.  The high status of Jesus Christ is 

stamped throughout this letter.  In our world, dominated by creeds that teach that 

the greatest good flows from personal independence, Paul would point us to focus 

on Jesus and who he is. 

 

Additionally, like two sides of the same coin, Paul emphasizes the significance of 

the church. In this letter, like his Corinthian letter, Paul describes the church as the 

body of Christ.  Jesus is said to be the head of the church and his people are his 

body in the world.  (Colossians 1:18, 24; 2:19)  If we say we love Christ then we 

also must love his entire body—as disfigured as the church may be at times.  This 

is assumed as the background of all that Paul says.  Notice what Paul thanks God 

for as exemplary about the Colossian church; “In our prayers for you we always 

thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard of your faith in 

Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints.”  Faith in Christ Jesus 

and love for all the saints are two sides of the one coin of relationship with Jesus.  

Another way to say that is, faith in Jesus implies love for the church, it implies the 

obedience of loving one another as he loved us. 

 

I was schooled, as most of you, in the individualistic ideology that has long 

dominated Western culture.  Often, then, the emphasis we placed on faith in the 

church was individualistic; its focus was on you personally believing.  It is true that 

each must do their own believing.  Yet placing too much emphasis there leads to a 

‘me and Jesus’ kind-of-faith; a faith that is merely internal.  What was lost was the 

gospel truth that faith is something we hold together with others down through the 

long process of history.  We hold this faith together with other believers including 

the Apostles and the Colossian Christians. 

 

When it comes to the question of why go to church we often make the mistake of 

separating faith in Jesus Christ from love for all the saints as if the first were 

essential and the second optional.  Church leaders then resorted to articulating the 

benefits of going to church to get people to come—inspiring worship, great music, 
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good fellowship, excellent coffee.  There is nothing wrong with these things but we 

have things backwards.  We go to church because that is what it means to believe 

in Jesus.  The pandemic has had a profound impact on the church.  It is my 

conviction that the church today—at least in the Western world—needs a fresh 

articulation on the theology of the church. We don’t go to church because of what 

is in it for us, we go because of what we are by virtue of relationship to Christ—the 

body of Christ in the world. 

 

It seems to me that commitment to faith in Christ Jesus and love for the church is a 

wonderful bulwark against the loneliness that arises out of cultural creeds that 

teach that the greatest good flows from personal independence.  The gospel asserts 

that the greatest good arises through relationship with God and one another. 

 

2. The Apostle Paul was the first to evangelize Ephesus, which later became the 

centre of the activity of the Apostle John.  Paul spent the better part of three years 

there; you can read some of the highlights of his evangelism work in Acts 19.  It 

was a highly successful mission; Luke tells us “that all the residents of Asia, both 

Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord.” (Acts 19:10) The city of Colossae 

was one of the places Luke refers to as ‘residents of Asia’ who hear the gospel. 

 

The church at Colossae was a house church that met at the home of Philemon and 

his wife Apphia. (There may have been more than one house church in Colossae.)  

The Apostle Paul has never visited the Colossian church but he knows Philemon 

and Apphia personally. (Philemon 1-2).  It is likely that Philemon and Apphia were 

in Ephesus on a business trip and came to faith having heard Paul preach in the hall 

of Tyrannus in Ephesus. (Acts 19:9) Epaphras is the preacher who came to 

Colossae to pastor the church. (Colossians 1:7) 

 

Paul is in prison, likely in Rome, when he writes his letter to the Colossians and, at 

the same time, composes his personal letter to Philemon.  It was Philemon’s 

runaway slave Onesimus who, with another disciple named Tychicus (Colossians 

4:7), who deliver these letters on Paul’s behalf.  What drives Paul to write these 

letters?  We often assume it, but I invite you to underline it today so that we might 

bring it to the front of our consciousness.  In every commentary on Colossians 

there will be discussion of the particular occasion of the letter.  Here in Colossians, 

for example, the well-being of the church seems to be threatened by a certain 

philosophy.  It isn’t the particular occasion I ask you to note but the point that the 

reason Paul writes any of his letters is for the welfare of the church.  Paul assumes 

that the welfare of the church is essential to the good news he proclaims. 

 



Rev. Dr. James Clubine Page 4 10/07/22 

We noted how faith in Christ and love for the church are two sides of the same 

coin.  It is interesting to note that in Colossians Paul has faith in Christ first, in 

order of mention, then love of the saints.  However, in Philemon, the letter written 

at the same time, the order is reversed.  To Philemon and Apphia he writes, “When 

I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love 

for all the saints and your faith towards the Lord Jesus.” (Philemon 4-5) This tells 

me that these two things are inseparable in Paul’s thinking. 

 

In our gospel reading today Jesus responded to a question of ultimate importance.  

What must I do to inherit eternal life?  We might think this an antiquated question 

born of religious thinking.  I was reading an article recently about 

transhumanism—the belief that the fusion of machine and humans will lead to 

conquest of disease and unprecedented longevity, even eternal life.  The question is 

on people’s minds even today.  The answer Jesus affirmed was to love God and 

neighbour; the key is relationship with God, a relationship that issues in love of 

neighbour. 

 

In the Apostle Paul’s preaching he is addressing this ultimate question in 

proclaiming the good news of Jesus.  He believes that to turn toward Jesus Christ is 

always to turn toward all of him, head and body together. When we turn toward 

our Lord we aren’t turning toward a severed head; neither are we turning toward a 

headless torso. In other words, to be related to Jesus Christ is to be related to all of 

him, body as well as head. To abide in Christ, then, is to abide in his community. 

To cherish him is to cherish his people.  

 

The challenge is that the church is often disfigured.  This makes embracing all of 

Jesus, head and body, difficult.  Yet in the midst of all this there remains a truth we 

dare not forget: Jesus Christ isn’t divided. His head isn’t severed from his body. 

Why is embracing all of him so very difficult? It’s difficult because of the jarring 

discrepancy between head and body. The head is fair to behold while the body is 

often ugly.  The head is resplendent while the body is blemished. What we often 

forget, however, is this: every last person who is possessed of any faith at all in 

Jesus Christ came to such faith only through the body, the church.  

 

You and I are not the first Christians. Who preserved the truth of Christ for us? 

Church fathers in Egypt did, even as the church of that era was riddled with 

political intrigues that make politics anywhere today appear virtuous. Who 

preserved the truth of Christ for us? Mediaeval thinkers did, including those 

thinkers whose thinking often obscured the gospel as much as it honoured the 

gospel. Who preserved the truth of Christ for us? The Protestant Reformers did, 



Rev. Dr. James Clubine Page 5 10/07/22 

even though they remained inexcusably blind to those overseas mission-fields for 

the sake of which Roman Catholic Jesuits bled to death or were burned at the 

stake.  The people who handed the gospel directly to me weren’t perfect either. 

Yes, the body is frequently disfigured, always dishevelled, sometimes disgraced. 

Still, it is only by means of the body of Christ that anyone ever comes to know the 

master himself. 

 

There are institutions without number in our society that rightly look out for people 

with assorted afflictions. We need them all. What institution is there in our society 

whose sole purpose is the service it can render God in his remedying the ultimate 

human affliction—namely, the bleakness of being separated from Christ, without 

hope, without God in the world? There is one institution: the church. 

 

3.  Compared to some of the first computers the technology in your cellular phone 

is astonishing.  As astonishing as that might be they do need maintenance.  Now 

while advice will vary from technician to technician, there appears to be general 

agreement that you should restart your phone once per week.  This allows the 

phone to close apps or sort misplaced data that can cause things not to function 

properly. 

 

There is great wisdom built into the seven day cycle established by God at 

creation.  It isn’t an entirely accurate parable, but I find drawing aside for Sunday 

worship with the Lord’s people functions as a kind of spiritual restart.  In this 

culture I am bombarded by the individualistic ideology of the world that is counter 

to the gospel.  I find hearing gospel on a Sunday a good reset; a way to put things 

back in its proper order. 

 

Take any news outlet, for example, whether print or electronic, whether essay 

length or twitter length, all the stories are shaped by an editorial ideology.  It 

comes at you in the way the story is told.  Once you get a feel for the general 

outlook of any newspaper or electronic news feed, you can read the headline and 

first sentence of any story and guess where the story is headed.  You have a good 

idea of what will be promoted as a good thing and what will be demonized before 

you ever read the story.  These cultural ideologies come at us relentlessly. 

 

It is also true of the gospel—you know the contours of the message before you 

read the title and hear the first lines of any sermon.  And you want to hear it 

because faith is sustained by the hearing.  I find that I look forward to Sunday to 

hear again some aspect of that wonderful news of God remedying the ultimate 

human affliction of sin.  I come again and again to hear of my Saviour’s great love 
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for me poured out in self-giving on the cross.  I need to hear afresh of his 

forgiveness and that in Him this day is a day to begin again no matter how I 

stumbled yesterday. I find in the weekly rhythm of worship with our Lord’s people 

a wonderful kind of reset. 

 

…for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for 

all the saints. 


