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All the fullness of God 

 

Amos 8:1–12 

Psalm 52 

Colossians 1:15–23 

Luke 10:38–42 

 

Text: Colossians 1:19 

For in him (Jesus) all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell  

 

Introduction 

In an ad for Crypto.com, a website for buying and selling cryptocurrencies, we are 

told that history is filled with people who almost, but then there are others who 

embrace the moment and commit and when they peer over the edge they calm their 

minds and steel their nerves with four simple words that have been whispered by 

the intrepid since the time of the Romans, “Fortune favours the brave.”  Fortuna is 

the Roman goddess of fortune. Indeed “Fortune (Fortuna) favours the brave,” is an 

English translation of an ancient Latin proverb.  It is put on the lips of Turnus, the 

chief protagonist in Virgil’s Aeneid written between 29 and 19 BC.   Pliny the 

Younger, a Roman magistrate (61-113 AD) quotes his uncle, Pliny the Elder, as 

using the phrase when deciding to take his fleet and investigate the eruption of 

Mount Vesuvius in AD 79. (Pliny the Elder and his crew ultimately died during the 

expedition.)  

 

In another ad, this time from an auto manufacturer, I am enticed to buy one of their 

vehicles because ‘we see beyond,’ with the concluding punchline ‘future is an 

attitude.’  And then an ad popped into my email box for a TED talk by a speaker 

whose topic was ‘how to find work you love;’ the author of the ad wrote, ‘This talk 

reminded me to keep pursuing what I truly believe and want in life.’ 

 

Does fortune favour the brave?  To be sure, there are times in life that require 

bravery—bearing children and raising them requires a certain amount of bravery.  

We have the saying, ‘nothing ventured, nothing gained.’  Is the future an attitude?  

We all know how attitude shapes life experience—is the glass half-full or half-

empty?  And it is a happy thing to be employed in work you like doing that 

inspires instead of work that seems to sap energy from you; indeed reaching for 

clear goals and objectives is better than aimless wandering.  I touch on these ads 

because they typify, in some measure, what is on offer to us in our world.  They 

draw on a common human desire to live a fulfilling life.  I ask you, will fortune 

deliver the fulfilment we seek?  Will the rosiest attitude you can muster produce a 
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joyous future?  Does pursuing what I truly believe and want in life deliver as 

promised? 

 

1.  Of Jesus Christ the Apostle Paul writes, “in him all the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell.”  I invite you to underline the word ‘fullness.’ (πλήρωμα; it is the 

Greek word from which the English word ‘plethora’ is derived.)  This word will 

appear again (2:9) in this Colossian letter in describing Jesus.  In this sentence the 

word God (as in ‘fullness of God’) does not appear—it is added for clarification in 

the NRSV because the context implies that God is the subject of the sentence.  

Literally, the sentence reads, ‘in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell.’ 

 

The question theologians probe is why does Paul emphasize fullness in speaking of 

Jesus.  It would appear that the effect of the philosophy and human traditions Paul 

warns Colossian believers not to be taken captive by (Colossians 2:8) have the 

effect of denigrating or reducing the importance of Jesus Christ in their lives.  In 

some measure, Paul means that in Christ we find such fullness for life that these 

other philosophies could never deliver.  In other words, you will find everything 

you need in relationship with him.  Paul’s emphasis indicates that these 

philosophies implied a Jesus-plus message; yes Jesus was good to get you off on 

the right foot but you need to move on or add to that some other important things. 

 

My point is this.  In the face of all that is on offer to us in the world—bravery in 

reaching for fortune, attitude for shaping our future, pursuing what we believe and 

want in life—I think the Apostle Paul would write, and the gospel proclaim, this 

sentence ‘in Jesus all the fullness was pleased to dwell’.  Let me rephrase it 

because Jesus is ever the same, yesterday, today and forever, ‘in Jesus all the 

fullness is pleased to dwell.’ 

 

This sentence is found in a beautifully lyrical section of the Colossian letter that 

extols the supremacy of Jesus Christ above everything else.  The lyrical nature of 

this paragraph (verses 15 to 20 of chapter 1) is the reason many scholars consider 

this to be a hymn or creed of the early church.  In much the same way as in the 

Philippian letter when Paul commends the mind of Christ to believers; ‘who being 

in very nature God did not consider equality with God something to be exploited.’  

It may be a hymn Paul cites but there is nothing to suggest that Paul could not wax 

lyrical when speaking of Christ. 

 

This section opens by proclaiming that Jesus is the image (ikon) of the invisible 

God—to see Jesus is to see God.  He is the firstborn of all creation—firstborn 

referring to rank or position. Everything in heaven and earth was created through 
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him and for him.  Paul writes that dominions were created by him.  You could 

think of education, health care, governance, economies, work as dominions.  

Humans were created to do work—care for and tend the earth. Work is a dominion 

God intends for our good.  In our work we care for our lives with the livelihood it 

produces. Please note that while it is a good it is not the ultimate good.  Particular 

work has its meaningfulness and satisfactions. However, doing work that you 

enjoy, as happy as that may be, will never come close to the ultimate of knowing 

Jesus Christ.  The meaningfulness of a particular job simply cannot carry the 

freight to produce ultimate meaning for life. I am one of those who likes the work I 

do.  Even so, there are aspects of the work that are less appealing than other 

aspects (I won’t tell you what those are).  I think most people who love their work 

also find they have to hold their nose over certain aspects of the overall work. 

 

Fullness is found in Jesus because he is the fullness of God. When a believer gets 

to know Jesus, moving ever deeper in relationship with him, she finds a 

satisfaction that will have her looking nowhere else.  Paul began this letter 

thanking God for the faith of the Colossian Christians in Jesus Christ.  He 

perceives currents swirling around the churches that might deflect them from the 

centrality of Jesus Christ.  If this was a hymn Paul cites, he says, in essence, ‘keep 

on singing it!’  For in him (Jesus) all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  

You are called Christians because you belong to Christ. 

 

In March of this year a book was sent to United Churches across Canada titled, 

Keys To The Kingdom: Money and Property for Congregational Mission in The 

United Church Of Canada. The publication is sponsored by two consulting 

agencies that work in the United Church for ministry development.  It was 

published in anticipation of some services that are scheduled to be held in June of 

2025 commemorating the 100th anniversary of the United Church.  Their goal is 

“no more church closures in 2025 and beyond.”  The discouraging thing for me 

was that Jesus Christ gets scant attention in the 170 pages of the book.  If I were 

reading this book, as a person who knew nothing about the church, I would never 

know that “Jesus is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything.”  If 

Paul were writing to the church today I think this section on the supremacy of 

Christ would be in bold print and larger font than the rest of the book. 

 

2. It is through Jesus as the fullness of God that ‘God was pleased to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the 

blood of his cross.”  Jesus, as the fullness of God means that God loves us in our 
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misery so very much that he is willing to share our misery with us.  He loves us 

enough in our alienation from him as to stop at nothing to bring us home to him. 

 

But do we need to be brought home? Do we know that we are alienated from God?  

In his best-loved parable, “the parable of the prodigal son,” as we call it, Jesus uses 

two pithy, single-syllable words to describe our condition before God. The first 

word is “lost;” the second, “dead.” Please note that Jesus doesn’t attempt to explain 

what he’s said in order to defend himself for saying it.  Neither does he argue for it 

in order to persuade us to believe it.  He merely states it: “Lost, dead.” He expects 

us to agree with him.  In the same way everywhere in the Bible God’s existence 

and presence in the world is assumed—never explained nor argued for. 

 

On another occasion people are gathered around Jesus, listening. They hear him 

using the strongest language concerning the spiritual condition of humankind. 

They assume he’s referring to “others,” “others” being inferior sorts whom they 

don’t like in any case and whom they could readily agree to be spiritually 

defective. “But what about us?” these hearers ask Jesus, expecting to be exempted. 

“What about us?” Whereupon our Lord utters two more words: “blind, deaf.” 

Suddenly enraged, these people fly at him: “Don’t talk to us like that. We are better 

than that. We have Abraham for our father.” “Abraham?” says Jesus; “You 

wouldn’t know Abraham if you fell over him. Your father is the devil.” 

 

You and I ought never to deceive ourselves about our sinnership. We ought never 

to forget it. We should recall it daily, and daily feel better immediately, since to 

recall our sinnership is to recall gospel truth that God loves us enough to 

condescend to us sinners and number himself among us. 

 

Let me come at this from another angel of vision.  When Jesus, the fullness of God, 

comes among us he does so as saviour.  God’s action in coming among us as 

saviour discloses the truth that we need saving.  Our sin blinds us to this need.  

God doesn’t attempt to explain this in order to defend his action.  God simply does 

it. 

 

Salvation, biblically speaking, is a category that God defines in relationship to 

himself.  Humans, left to themselves, don’t necessarily conclude we need saving.  

In many respects it is a Judaeo-Christian category.  In my knowledge of the 

religions of the world there isn’t necessarily a category called ‘salvation’ as if we 

agree on the category and just differ on the details.  Salvation is a category of our 

faith conversation because the Saviour has come to save us from our sin.  However 
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the word is used elsewhere it has a very specific meaning in relationship to Jesus 

Christ, the fullness of God. 

 

For those who, like me, lived through the advent of the personal computer we had 

to learn a whole new language—words took on new meaning.  Downloading had a 

very different meaning when using a manure spreader on a farm than a file on a 

computer. Lots of things have their own language; icing has a very different 

meaning in hockey than it does in baking.  Admittedly this is a limited analogy, but 

salvation has a very specific meaning when it come to Jesus.  When the gospel 

asserts that there is salvation in no one else it isn’t comparing salvation ideas—it is 

an assertion about who Jesus is—the saviour. 

 

How far will God go to save us—he made peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

3.  Finally, God’s action to come among us in Jesus in all his fulness is the greatest 

affirmation of life.  After all, if human life is so precious to God that he chooses to 

live our human existence as human himself, then human existence must be rich, 

wonderful, a treasure.  If God so prizes human existence then we must prize it no 

less.  If in living every dimension of our humanness God endorses every 

dimension, then we must endorse every dimension too. 

 

Life is good. I didn’t say easy. I didn’t say life is trouble-free or confusion-free or 

pain-free. I said life is good. Jesus, the fullness of God is the story of God’s 

coming among us to rescue us inasmuch as he deems our existence worth rescuing. 

Then human existence, however problem-riddled, remains good. 

 

I feel sorry for the people who have slipped or skidded or otherwise fallen into the 

rut of not being life-affirming.  Low-grade depression is usually so very low-grade 

that it’s not recognized as depression. It’s what people slide into unawares when 

they don’t have reason enough to be life-affirming.  Jesus, the fullness of God, is 

reason enough to be life-affirming. There is a very instructive verse from the book 

of Ecclesiastes, “There is nothing better for a man than that he should eat and drink 

and find enjoyment in all his toil.” (2:28) We are to enjoy eating and drinking and 

working not simply because they keep life going; we are to enjoy these because 

they are pleasurable, good in themselves. 

 

I love a child’s exuberance. A child is on the tear every waking moment. He 

doesn’t want to go to bed just in case he misses something. Yes, I know; we adults 

don’t have the child’s physical stamina, and we are aware of the world’s grief in a 

way the child isn’t. Nonetheless, the child’s exuberance should inflame ours. 
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Friends, Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God… in him all the fullness of 

God was pleased to dwell.   


