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… live your lives in him 

 

Isaiah 5:1–7 

Psalm 80:1–2, 8–19 

Colossians 2:6-23 

Luke 12:49–56 

 

Text: Colossians 2:6-7 

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 

him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving. 

 

Introduction 

Addressing a 2022 class of seminary graduates Rev. Charles Chaput (Archbishop 

Emeritus of Philadelphia) said, “We need a new Pentecost. Remember that. Give 

your lives to that. God is calling each of you to be what he saw in you when he 

first spoke your name from all eternity, and then spoke it in the silence and 

yearnings of your heart.”  I love this line, “God is calling each of you to be what he 

saw in you when he first spoke your name from all eternity.” I find it expresses a 

purposefulness for life that transcends all I might face.  It casts a vision that 

inspires.  It reminded me of my own calling to pastoral ministry and reinvigorates.  

It resonates in my heart because indeed God is calling.  

 

This word isn’t limited to seminary graduates who go on to ministry in the church.  

St Augustine said, “For you I am a bishop; with you I am a Christian:,” when he 

said this he spoke directly to the shared Christian identity that faith renders each of 

us as believers.  No one in the Church has a second-class status or an unimportant 

task to accomplish for the Lord.  When Jesus said, “Go make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” he was 

speaking to all of us.  Each of us.  No exceptions.  Relationship with Christ binds 

all of us together—clergy and lay—as one believing people.  It commissions each 

of us to a missionary life, whatever our vocation and wherever God leads us.  

 

“God is calling each of you to be what he saw in you when he first spoke your 

name from all eternity.”  I hear this wonder of God’s love so beautifully expressed 

and I hear the call to give my life to that and a ‘yes’ reverberates in my heart.  In 

many respects, this inspiring word from Rev. Chaput is an angle of vision on what 

the Apostle Paul writes in his Colossian letter; “As you therefore have received 

Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him 

and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”  

https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2022/05/toward-a-new-pentecost
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Paul means to inspire these believers with the wonder of following Jesus.  Even 

though Paul writes this from prison he is convinced that nothing can compare with 

the wonder of walking in life with Jesus Christ, the one through whom and for 

whom all things were created. 

 

1. Everyone worships something.  This does not mean that everyone has a religion.  

Another way of saying this is, everyone lives life for something.  In our culture the 

individual is prized above all else and we are encouraged to live for ourselves.  If 

you were to complete the sentence, I am living for …”, what would you write?  

Some may have a clear idea of what they live for; others may feel adrift seeming to 

go from one thing to another.  At a certain point in the year it seems that we live to 

pay taxes.  And there are many good things that can come to mind—family, work, 

friendships. 

 

The Apostle Paul is keenly aware of the demands of life that these Christians face 

living in the Roman Empire of the first century.  The rest of this letter to the 

Colossians is dedicated to discussing what it means to walk with Christ and live in 

that world.  What we call the sixth verse of the second chapter is a summary of the 

theme of this letter, “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 

continue to live your lives in him.” The first part of the letter, then, focuses on the 

Colossians acceptance of the gospel of God's son, and the second on their need to 

continue to accept and live out this gospel.  The first part talks about who we are 

living for the second part what living for Him looks like.  

 

If we were to ask the Apostle Paul to complete the sentence, “I am living life for 

…”, we all know he would write “Jesus Christ.”  A reading of any of his letters 

would make that quite apparent.  But what would he have written as he was 

starting his journey to Damascus; on the road that changed his life so dramatically?  

Saul (as he was known then) was not a man uncertain of what he thought.  Given 

his impressive academic credentials he was a man of great learning.  He hardly 

seems aimless uncertain of what to do next.  He wasn’t looking for God.  He 

appears to be a man with everything in good order, possibilities abound.  And yet 

he comes to this understanding that Jesus Christ rises above it all and in that 

exalted place lifts and orders everything else in a way that is so satisfying he sees 

no other way to continue.  What accounts for this dramatic turn?  He met Jesus.  

The only way to say it is—there is something about Jesus that outshines everything 

else.  Otherwise, why would Paul, inhabiting a prison cell because of his testimony 

to Christ, write to others that following Jesus is worth it all?  Why else would he 

commend, ‘continue to live your lives in him?’ 
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The late Rev. Dr. James Wetherall was my preaching professor in seminary and a 

great friend in the gospel.  When I was ordained in the United Church he was one 

of the ministers who laid hands on me in the act of commissioning to gospel 

proclamation.  In his office he had a plaque to  remind him of the Lord he served.  

It is a sentence from the Song of Solomon (5:16) “He Is Altogether Lovely.”  The 

quote is from the King James translation of the bible; if you look it up in our 

NRSV it reads, “he is altogether desirable.” 

 

Many of you know that the Song of Solomon is a love song. The portion this 

sentence comes from is on the lips of the bride speaking of the bridegroom.  It is an 

intimate poem extolling the wonder of love between a woman and a man.  In the 

book of Proverbs (30:19) we are told that among the great wonders beyond our 

understanding that God created is ‘the way of man with a maid.’  It is fitting that 

we should take this text and think of Jesus.  The most common metaphor in the 

Bible for faith is marriage.   

 

In the relationship that the Song of Solomon extols, love has a way of compelling 

you.  Often we describe falling in love as finding ‘the one.’  We are not forced into 

the relationship but it seems that there is nothing else we could do.  The drawing 

power of another person’s love for you is, well, compelling.  Not forced but 

compelled; not taken prisoner but captive nonetheless.  This is the way it is with 

relationship with Jesus.  Paul speaks of the surpassing value of knowing him.  His 

love and loveliness compels.  Before the foundation of the world he determined to 

be for you and me out of the great love with which he loved us.  Or as Rev. Chaput 

declared, “God is calling each of you to be what he saw in you when he first spoke 

your name from all eternity.” How can Paul commend anything else except, 

continue to live your lives in him. 

 

Jesus Christ—or the Christ event emphasizing what God has done through him—

stands at the centre of Apostle Paul’s theology; it is what Paul is usually talking 

about, whether directly or indirectly.  But this is never abstract speculation for 

Paul.  This is never armchair discussion about higher powers. It is personal and 

intimate for Paul.  It is union with Christ or participation in Christ that serves as a 

web that holds Paul’s theology together.  Paul’s most common way of indicating 

this union is in his ubiquitous ‘in Christ’ language ( approx. 130 times in his 

letters). Paul uses this phrase to refer to virtually every aspect of Christian 

existence and theology.  As he does here…”continue to live your lives in him.” 

 

So when Paul goes on to warn the Colossian Christians about ideologies that lead 

away from Christ; ideas that diminish our Lord’s achievement on the cross by 
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insisting that more is needed; teaching that relegated Jesus to a private religious 

backroom away from public view; what is at stake for Paul in these warnings isn’t 

merely correct teaching about Christ but a relationship with him.  To be sure, 

correct teaching roots and grounds us in this relationship.  Knowing about him and 

knowing him go together, for Paul. 

 

2. “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord,” writes Paul, “continue 

to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just 

as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”  The word Paul uses her to speak 

of what they received means traditions.  It is clarified by the phrase ‘ as you were 

taught.’ There was a body of teaching regarding the good news of Jesus that was 

taught them by Epaphras. (1:7)  Some of that Paul reviewed in the preceding 

portions of this letter. 

 

What you can tell in what follows is that false teachers are making some inroads 

that would undermine these foundational teachings.  For instance Paul reminds 

them, “For in him (Jesus) the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have 

come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority.”  The way 

Paul emphasizes fullness indicates that these false teachers were advocating 

something else.  We find the same today.  Many say that all religions are just that 

and, for those who must have god, you can choose.  Others say that only the 

material exists and to speculate about God is just that, speculation. 

 

All of this is to deny that the God who is sole creator of heaven and earth has 

rendered himself incarnate in Jesus of Nazareth, and done this precisely for the 

purpose of reconciling and restoring his creation, gone awry through the sin of 

humankind. 

 

In our gospel lesson today Jesus said he came to kindle a fire and bring division.  

There is an all-or-none claim that Christ makes.  You can’t have what he brings 

(salvation) apart from having him.  It is him or nothing. Indeed, note how talk of 

Jesus divides.  Since God has incarnated himself in the Nazarene, God can’t ‘do or 

say’ anything more than he has said and done in that Nazarene whose life is 

identical with God’s life.  God’s act in Christ is conclusive and definitive. 

 

For this reason Paul doesn’t hesitate to declare that in Jesus Christ “the whole 

fullness of deity dwells bodily”.  Earlier in the letter Paul speaks of him as “the 

image of God” which is to say that God’s being and nature are perfectly revealed 

in him.  Jesus Christ, as the eikon or image of God, mirrors God’s word and work, 

will and way. 
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Yet as the image of God, Jesus Christ is more than this; in him God’s word and 

work, will and way are operative.  In everyday life, “mirror image” is merely a 

reflection of substance, never substance itself. When you and I look into the mirror 

we do not see ourselves; we see only a reflection of ourselves.  Strictly speaking, 

we see only a reflection of ourselves in place of ourselves, instead of ourselves. If 

we reach out and poke what we see in the mirror, does our face feel pain?  Of 

course not. Then what we see isn’t ourselves but only a reflection. 

 

How different it is with that image of God which Jesus Christ is.  He isn’t merely a 

reflection of the Father lacking the Father’s substance; he isn’t a reflection of God 

that we apprehend instead of apprehending God. He is the fullness of God dwelling 

bodily.  As image, Jesus Christ is God-with-us operative. 

 

To think we can advance beyond Jesus is to fall short of him.  To add to him is to 

subtract from him.  To augment him is to diminish him.  All whom the Incarnate 

One has seized and brought to faith in him know this.  Thomas Cranmer, author of 

the Anglican Book of Common Prayer, penned the prayer of consecration for Holy 

Communion wherein he speaks of Christ’s atoning death: “…who made there, by 

his one oblation (i.e., sacrifice) of himself once offered, a full, perfect and 

sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world….”  

Why did Cranmer have to say the same thing three times over?  

 

We mustn’t overlook the crucial point Cranmer is concerned to make.  Listen to 

the cumulative force of it all.  “Who offered there, in that place.” Jesus Christ is the 

venue of sacrifice. Everywhere in the older testament the altar is the venue of 

sacrifice, the place where God meets with sinful people without having to 

annihilate them.  “Who offered there”; plainly Christ is priest.  “Who offered there 

himself”: Christ is himself the sacrifice that he offers.  Our Lord is simultaneously 

sacrifice, priest and altar, the place where sinners can meet with God and survive 

God’s holiness.  Jesus Christ needs no supplementation whatever. His one oblation 

of himself once offered—adequately  definitively, conclusively—it cannot be 

repeated.  The newer testament rings with the consensual apostolic recognition and 

affirmation and confession of Jesus Christ in this regard.  He, he alone, is the 

image of the invisible God. In him only does the whole fullness of God dwell 

bodily.   

 

Paul’s insistence that we continue to live in him is because of who Jesus is—he is 

our salvation.   
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As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 

him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving. 


