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Giving Thanks 

 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4–7 

Psalm 66:1–12 

2 Timothy 2:8–15 

Luke 17:11–19 

 

Text: Luke 17:15-16 

Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with 

a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a 

Samaritan.  

  

Introduction 

On January 31, 1957, the Governor General of Canada Vincent Massey issued a 

proclamation stating: "A Day of General Thanksgiving to Almighty God for the 

bountiful harvest with which Canada has been blessed – to be observed on the 

second Monday in October."  In more recent days we continue with a general 

Thanksgiving for bountiful harvest but have bracketed out those three, to me 

critical, words—'to Almighty God.’  In the 2021 statement on Thanksgiving our 

Prime Minister noted it as a day when “Canadians across the country will celebrate 

Thanksgiving with their loved ones and reflect on the blessings from the past 

year.”  One can understand the caution with which public office holders speak 

given that somehow it has become political suicide to ever mention God.   

 

1. Giving thanks is a function of relationship.  Gratitude isn’t a thing.  Just as love 

isn’t a thing.  It is persons who give thanks to one another; it is persons who love.  

At a child’s birthday party when a stack of gifts from the gathered family are 

opened, one by one as they are opened parents instruct their child to say ‘thank 

you’ to the gift giver.  In our family the ‘thank you’ is typically accompanied by a 

hug.  We don’t ask our child to simply reflect on the joy of all the gifts (as good as 

that is); we say, go and say ‘thank you.’  In the story of the healing of the ten lepers 

the one who stands out is the one who praised God and returned to Jesus to thank 

him.   

 

Whatever our culture makes of Thanksgiving, Christians bear witness that those 

three words—to Almighty God—are crucial to the idea of Thanksgiving.  In many 

respects the church’s weekly worship of God is that rhythm of life that is borne of 

the same conviction as this Samaritan who, noting that he was healed, turned back 

to praise God and thanked Jesus.  When our Governor General made the 

Thanksgiving declaration of an annual Thanksgiving Day it wasn’t intended to 
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limit thanksgiving to a single day; it was to highlight thanksgiving to be something 

of national importance and interest.  Week by week the church gathers to give 

thanks to God; akin to the healed Samaritan, we see the blessings that are ours and 

turn aside from regular duties to gather for thanksgiving and praise of God. 

 

Every Sunday we give thanks and praise to God; on this Sunday, as Canadians who 

have set aside tomorrow for a national day of Thanksgiving, we underline and 

make bold the word ‘thanks’ in the purpose of our gathering to offer our praise 

and thanks to God.  I grew up in, what was then, a rural part of Ontario.  The 

church our family attended had many farming families like ours.  And so the 

Governor General’s declaration that Thanksgiving be offered to Almighty God for 

bountiful harvest resonates with me.  October was that month of the year when we 

finished harvesting crops.  One thing about farm life was we knew how susceptible 

crops were to any number of environmental factors.  Thus when another season 

had passed and sufficient crops were now stored for the coming winter there was a 

gratefulness of heart that you just have to experience to know.  And so on the 

Sunday of thanksgiving in a rural church filled with farming families the worship 

was such that you thought your heart might explode.  A favourite hymn for that 

day was “We plough the Fields”.  The last verse of the hymn was particularly 

poignant: 

 

“We thank Thee then, O Father, For all things bright and good, 

The seedtime and the harvest, Our life, our health, our food; 

Accept the gifts we offer For all Thy love imparts, 

And what Thou most desirest—Our humble, thankful hearts.” 

 

It seemed the roof might come off the church as we sang the hymn’s chorus for the 

final time—"All good gifts around us, Are sent from heav’n above; Then thank the 

Lord, oh, thank the Lord, For all His love.” 

 

You don’t have to be in a rural congregation to know the truth conveyed in that 

hymn.  Think about all the givens we receive at God’s hand day by day.  Did any 

of us cause the sun to rise today?  Will we cause it to set so we could have the 

night hours for sleep and rest?  What about the air we breathe and the capacity of 

our lungs to take a breath, for that matter.  And sunshine and rain that replenishes 

and does its part.  Did you keep the earth in its orbit that is calibrated just right to 

sustain life?  And what about your ability to apprehend the beauty of our world or 

your enjoyment of the delight of food and drink?  We are given so much day by 

day it is literally beyond our telling.  I fear that I am too much like the nine lepers 

who received their healing and kept on going.  The scriptures tell me that in Christ 
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all things consist—are held together.  Day by day I receive life from God’s hand 

and so much more and just keep right on going.  I need the discipline of turning 

around to give thanks.  I am grateful for the rhythm of weekly worship that aids me 

to be like the Samaritan and praise God and give thanks. 

 

Giving thanks is a relational activity and today we give our thanks to God. 

 

2. Thanksgiving to God goes hand in hand with seeking the good of those around 

us.  In the 145 Psalm we are told that, “The Lord is good to all, and his compassion 

is over all that he has made.” (Psalm 145:9) John Wesley loved this verse; his most 

cited verse from the Psalms. Jesus said, of the one he called the Father, “for he 

makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 

on the unrighteous.” (Matthew 5:25)  Thanksgiving for these gifts we have 

enumerated that God pours unasked daily into our lives isn’t just for us believers.  

In many respects, our personal good in life is part and parcel of the good God gives 

to all.   So, in promoting the common good do we not also promote our own? 

 

In Psalm 66, part of which we prayed earlier in our service, the Psalmist calls; 

“Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard, who has kept us 

among the living, and has not let our feet slip.”  A wonderful word of thanksgiving 

to God.  When the Psalmist rejoices that God “has kept us among the living”, there 

is much more here than being thankful that we woke up today on this side of the 

grass. In the description of difficulty that follows you could imagine that the 

experience of exile is in the Psalmist’s mind, when he prays,  “…you let people 

ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet you have brought 

us out to a spacious place.”  

 

Our reading from Jeremiah today was of a letter he wrote to Israelites who were 

taken into captivity.  When Babylon conquered a nation they deported the citizens 

who they thought could be of use to them—those with strong backs, the brightest, 

the leadership.  (Typically in our immigration policies there are expectations of 

those who come to be self-sufficient, at least for a time.) Babylon left behind the 

poor and the weak—those they perceived to be no future threat.  Jeremiah, for 

whatever reason, was among those left behind. 

 

A prophet named Hananiah had prophesied that the exile would only last two years 

and the Lord would break the Babylonian power.  (Jeremiah 28:11) People 

believed him and made plans accordingly.  Jeremiah would go on to say that, 

according to God’s word to him, it would be seventy years before the return of 

exiles to Jerusalem. (Jeremiah 29:10).  This is the context for the letter Jeremiah 
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writes; “Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 

Take wives and have sons and daughters; … seek the welfare of the city where I 

have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you 

will find your welfare.”  As you think of the people who responded positively to 

the word of the Lord through Jeremiah; those who settled down, built homes and 

families; could you not imagine our Psalmist among them writing, “…you let 

people ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet you have 

brought us out to a spacious place.” 

 

Thanksgiving to God isn’t simply listing all the happy things in life and smiling 

about them—though it certainly includes this.  Thanksgiving to God, according to 

the Apostle Paul, is to be offered in all circumstances.  Even in exile the Lord has 

not abandoned his people but makes a way for them.  And certainly Paul knew ups 

and downs in life.  Praying to the Lord on behalf of the place he has placed us, 

seeking its welfare, is a response of thanks to God who has purposed that in its 

welfare you will find your welfare. 

 

It is easy these days to complain about the failings of government agencies.  The 

problems at our airports and procurement of passports (just to name two) has many 

citizens groaning.  And we keep in mind that it isn’t just government agencies that 

have been found wanting in our post-pandemic reality.  Thanksgiving doesn’t 

mean that these problems shouldn’t be addressed and rectified.  It seems to me that 

thanksgiving implies that I ought to be part of the solution.  If I have ideas on how 

to fix things should I not at least offer those ideas.  Or as the Lord instructed 

through Jeremiah, “seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you (into exile), 

and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”   

 

Ask any parent what a joy it is when a child walks into the kitchen and sets the 

table for dinner without being asked; or at the end of dinner gets up to clear the 

table and put dirty dishes in the dishwasher.  Are such actions, whether consciously 

or unconsciously, not acts of thanksgiving for all the good that parents provide for 

their children?  It seems to me that thanksgiving to God goes hand in hand with 

seeking the good of those around us; or as Jesus said, to obey his command to love 

one another. 

 

3.  Thanksgiving to God bespeaks relationship with God.  This is to say that faith 

and thanksgiving go hand in hand. In the story of Jesus’ healing of the ten lepers 

the one leper who turned back to praise God and thank God experiences a salvation 

that goes beyond the merely physical cure—as wonderful as that was.  This 

Samaritan is the one who hears the words of life from Jesus’ lips.  ‘Get up and go 



Rev. Dr. James Clubine Page 5 09/10/22 

on your way; your faith has made you well.’  The Greek word translated here as 

‘made you well’ is the Greek word ‘to save.’  To be sure it can be translated ‘made 

well’ but in the context of the New Testament, salvation is a loaded term that 

speaks of the wonder of our Lord’s rescue of us from our sin; of making us 

spiritually alive though we were spiritually dead in trespasses and sins.  I would 

prefer to translate this text as “your faith has saved you.” 

 

I notice how open our Lord is to any who would turn to him in faith.  I marvel how 

a simple thing like returning to thank him opens a relationship that Jesus welcomes 

and dives into. The heart of faith in scripture is relationship with God.  This man 

acknowledges that Jesus is the healer.  He has likely heard of Jesus’ reputation as a 

healer—this is why they shout out to Jesus in the first place.  But there is more.  

This man returns to acknowledge that Jesus is his healer; my healer.  He prostrated 

himself at Jesus’ feet; this is an act of worship.  Notice that Jesus receives it.  He 

doesn’t say as Paul and Peter would when people tried to worship them because of 

healing, “No, get up, I’m just a guy.”  Jesus receives his worship, whatever the 

limits of this Samaritan’s understanding. 

 

In the story I also note that the man who we would expect is least likely of the ten 

lepers to turn to Jesus is the one who does, he is a Samaritan.  Samaritans were 

considered half-breeds at best, as far as Jews were concerned and he has leprosy.  

He is both spiritually and physically considered a leper.  And yet he is the one who 

turns back.  I note in my encounter with people on the financial margins of society 

how readily I am wished God’s blessings by them.  In Matthew’s Gospel we are 

told the purpose of Jesus’ healing ministry, which attracted many people to him,  

was to fulfill the words of the prophet Isaiah, part of which says, “He will not 

break a bruised reed or quench a smouldering wick.” (Matthew 12:20) 

 

In the Apostle Paul’s second letter to Timothy—Timothy was the minister to 

whom Paul bequeaths his ministry and as such is a word that needs to be heard by 

all ministers—he calls Timothy to the task of ‘rightly explaining the word of truth.’  

The word of truth is that we humans are sinners in need of a saviour, that we have 

each turned our to own way and need to turn back.  My prayer is that in the 

proclamation of that message I would have the temperament of our Lord; “He will 

not break a bruised reed or quench a smouldering wick.”  It is so easy to say a 

hasty word that could quench a smoldering wick of faith. 

 

The Apostle framed this word to Timothy this way; “Remember Jesus Christ, 

raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel.”  The good news 

we have to declare is Jesus Christ.  He is the story and the message.  Paul goes on 
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to say that we proclaim so that people may obtain the salvation that is in Christ 

Jesus, with eternal glory.  The saying is sure, says Paul, it can be trusted,  “if we 

are faithless, he (Jesus) remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself.”  He will 

never deny that he is our saviour—even if our faith wavers.  What a glorious 

Saviour! 

 

Thanks be to God!! 


