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All things came into being through him 

 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalm 98  

Hebrews 1:1-12  

John 1:1-14 

 

Text: John 1:3-5 

All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 

Introduction 

Perhaps like me, you find that you are so busy celebrating Christmas you miss the 

wonder of Christmas—that is the wonder of the Child born unto us this day.  The 

churches that I have been part of throughout my life did not have a worship service 

on Christmas Day, unless it was when, like today, Christmas fell on a Sunday.  In 

more recent years, it has become my habit to attend Christmas day worship at an 

Anglican church—it is their custom to have worship on Christmas Day.  I have 

found that drawing aside for worship on Christmas morning points me in the 

direction of the wonder that is the Child born in Bethlehem. 

 

Do you like babies?  Not everyone does.  I do.  I am not sure that it is especially 

virtuous one way or the other.  But I like the little ones.  I like to hold a little one 

and tell stories to them.  My late wife Valerie said I was a baby whisperer; I am not 

sure about that but I do like the little ones.  I recall a family Christmas gathering 

one year when three young mothers were there with newborns.  At one point in the 

evening the three of them were sitting in a circle facing each other chatting while 

each was nursing their newborn.  It was beautiful to see.  It was clear that each 

child was profoundly loved. 

 

I wonder what it was like for Mary to hold the newborn Jesus.  I suppose it was not 

unlike what I witnessed as young mothers nursed their newborns.  Could Mary 

have possibly understood the life that would unfold for her child?  I suppose in 

some ways no more than most mothers can of their children.  Yet it had to be 

different in some ways given how she became pregnant and in what the angel told 

her about the child.  A message that was confirmed in what was told to Joseph.  No 

doubt Mary and Joseph are filled with wonder even though the magnitude of this 

child’s identity is limited for them. 
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To be sure the gospels of Matthew and Luke describe the wonder of the birth of 

this child.  But the gospel of John starts in a loftier place, so to speak.  It starts in 

the beginning.  John tells us that this child has existed from all eternity—he was 

God and was in the beginning with God.  Further, “All things came into being 

through him,” writes John, “and without him not one thing came into being.”   It is 

fitting to me, that this first section from John’s gospel is generally the one 

appointed to be read in the Lectionary for Christmas day.  The profound wonders 

of this child enumerated at the beginning of John’s gospel are, well, wonders.  I 

invite you to reflect with me as we probe a little of the wonders of this child. 

 

1. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. The writer of the letter of Hebrews says the same in his lofty confession 

of the identity of Jesus; “in these last days he (God) has spoken to us by a Son, 

whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds.”   

 

Here in John’s Gospel and in the book of Hebrews, as elsewhere in the Bible, the 

scriptures are clear that God is not his creation.  Our existence is contingent on 

God’s; God is self-existent.  The cosmos (an ordered world) is said to have a 

beginning, not to be eternal, and hence not to be ultimate.  God is distinguished 

from the universe.  God has no beginning but is everlasting. Creation depends on 

God for its existence. Christian faith rejects panentheism, God in everything, and 

pantheism, the cosmos itself is God. 

 

Since God is not his creation we, his creatures, cannot fully apprehend God or 

define him.  Nothing is higher than God.  The mind of the creature is not greater 

than the mind of the Creator.  The Bible teaches us, for example, that God is love.  

This isn’t because we somehow know what love is independent of God, as if love 

were something above or outside of God and now we are judging that indeed God 

is love.  God is above everything.  The Apostle John who tells us that God is love 

is saying this because of God’s self-disclosure in Jesus Christ. 

 

The difference between the being of God, who is inherently everlasting, and all 

else, which is contingent, is expressed by the notion that God, who created the 

universe, created it freely.  God did not have to create the universe. God felt no 

external or internal compulsion to create. If there was an external compulsion it 

would mean that there is something above God compelling him to create. If there 

was an internal compulsion as if God was lacking completeness without the 

creation (as some say) this would mean God is inherently unstable or incomplete.  

But the God of the Bible acts freely and thus is inherently stable and inherently 

full, complete, or perfect.  God is who he is in his eternal relations as Father, Son, 
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and Holy Spirit without the universe.  The act of creation is thus an act of sheer 

generosity or sheer grace. 

 

Why is there something rather than nothing?  The gospel answer is the grace of 

God.  The marvel is that God chose from all eternity not to be without his people.  

The Psalmist is right to marvel, who is the human that you are mindful of them?  

God knows, in proceeding with creation, of the cost of redemption for wayward 

humanity, and yet still proceeds.  The magnitude of the love that is God is beyond 

our ability to tell yet is known in our encounter with Him in Jesus Christ.  When I 

reflect on these things, the wonder of his being and love, it overwhelms such that 

only worship seems the fitting response.  What does one do before Him? You bow 

the knee. 

 

We speak of the redemption of the world in Jesus Christ evident in the humility of 

the manger and the humiliation of the cross.  Here, on Christmas morning, as Mary 

holds her young child she holds the redeemer of the world.  Here in the child of 

Bethlehem we meet the One who purposed from all eternity to not be without us.  

All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. 

 

2.  On a clear night in a dark sky the Andromeda Galaxy is visible with the naked 

eye.  It is the closest major galaxy to the Milky Way, the galaxy in which earth is 

located.   Even though you can see it with the naked eye, the Andromeda Galaxy is 

2.5 million light-years from earth.  Let me remind you that a light-year is the 

distance light can travel in a year.  Light zipping through interstellar space at 

300,000 kilometres per second travels 9.46 trillion kilometers in a year. This means 

that the light you see tonight as you look to the sky and see Andromeda has 

travelled 9.46 trillion kilometer per year for 2.5 million years—that’s a long way.  

Further the light you see tonight left the stars of that galaxy 2.5 million years 

ago—that’s a long time.  And this is just the galaxy closest to us. 

 

All things came into being through him.  The creation story of the Bible implies 

that God created the universe with time which means that God ever stands in the 

same relationship to all times.  Everything is now for God.  Also God is greater 

than the universe—it ever stands in relationship to God as his creation.  His love is 

great enough to embrace the universe but close enough to enter our hearts.  While 

we can point to many things about the greatness of God as we have done in 

thinking about the vastness of the universe and the expanse of time, his greatness 

surpasses all our descriptions. 
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As I reflect on these things and think about Mary holding this little child I am both 

thrilled and overwhelmed by the love that is on display in the humility of the 

manger.  I know that when Christians think about the love of God our minds go to 

the cross—as it should.  The love of God is most characteristically seen in our 

Lord’s self-forgetful self-giving.  However the humility of the manger and the 

humiliation of the cross is one continuous story.  Since it is Christmas day I invite 

you to focus on the humility of the manger. 

 

When I think that God who created the worlds condescended to be born of Mary it 

staggers the imagination.  God the Son gave himself to the various stages of fetal 

development in Mary’s womb.  None of us have recollection of our time in our 

mother’s womb.  We aren’t conscious of our being alive in any meaningful way 

until later; our first memories that we can recall might be as early as two years of 

age.  When I think that God, who created all consciousness and is conscious of his 

eternal being in a way beyond my ability to tell or apprehend, would condescend to 

the restrictions of the womb I marvel at the wonder of such humility.  And he does 

this forever.  That is, in coming among us taking on human life in the person of 

Jesus of Nazareth, he does so forever.  He ever remains Jesus.  And he does this so 

we might be redeemed.  It seems that the only right response to such wonder is to 

bow the knee and worship. 

 

3. “How beautiful,” writes the prophet Isaiah, “upon the mountains are the feet of 

the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces 

salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’”  The Apostle John said that 

without him (Jesus) not one thing came into being.  The writer to the Hebrews said 

“he sustains all things by his powerful word.”  Everywhere in the gospel the 

sovereignty of Jesus Christ is asserted to be over all things.  Aren’t you glad that he 

is the God who reigns. 

 

Think about some of the dictators of our world.  Perhaps a certain megalomaniacal 

dictator comes to mind masquerading as a legitimate president and a defender of 

Christian civilization, murders his domestic opponents; crushes all public efforts to 

manifest dissent; fouls the communications space with lie after lie; invades a 

peaceful neighboring country and attempts to annex large swaths of its territory; 

authorizes the deliberate targeting of innocent civilians and willfully destroys 

kindergartens, maternity homes, and churches; denies the war crimes committed by 

his rabble of an army; practices energy blackmail; threatens the use of nuclear 

weapons; turns the traditional religious leadership of his country into blasphemous 

lapdogs; and disrupts the entire global economy, putting the weakest and poorest at 

risk of famine. (One writer’s description of the actions of Vladimir Putin.) 

https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2022/10/a-world-without-rules
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Aren’t you glad that Jesus Christ reigns and will judge the world with 

righteousness and the peoples with equity.  Aren’t you glad that this One who 

loves sufficiently to give himself to the humility of the manger in order to redeem; 

that this One is the God who reigns?  Aren’t you glad that Jesus who preached of 

God’s welcome home to wayward humanity, who brought good news to the poor, 

who loved his enemies, who came that we might have life and that abundantly, 

aren’t you glad he reigns.  Dictators come and go but the child born of Mary 

endures forever. 

 

We have probed only a little of the wonder of the child born of Mary.  All things 

came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  But 

what does all this mean for us.  Let’s let the Apostle John tell us.  “But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 

but of God.”  Our response is to receive him and believe in his name—which 

means to believe in his purpose as Saviour.  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


