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Look, here is the Lamb of God! 

 

Isaiah 49:1–7 

Psalm 40:1–11 

1 Corinthians 1:1–9 

John 1:29–42 

 

Text: John 1:35-36 

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched 

Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 

 

Introduction 

It was late afternoon on a fall evening and I was standing with some friends outside 

Scotiabank Arena in downtown Toronto waiting for a fourth friend to join us.  We 

planned to adjourn for dinner prior to attending a Toronto Maple Leaf hockey 

game that evening when I saw the Maple Leaf winger William Nylander walking 

towards us on his way into the arena.  I interrupted the conversation to say—

there’s Willy!  By the time we confirmed that it was indeed Nylander he had 

kindly stopped to get his picture taken with a little boy who was there with his 

father. (We avoided acting like star-struck groupies.) 

 

“The next day”, the gospel writer tells us, “John again was standing with two of his 

disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb 

of God!’”  Is this a New Testament equivalent of a celebrity sighting?  And would 

you, like Andrew and the unnamed disciple, follow after him?  If the ‘lamb of 

God’ walked by us in front of Scotiabank Arena at the same time as Nylander 

whose autograph would be sought after?   

 

I invite you to reflect with me in this story in such a way as to imagine that we too 

are standing there with John the Baptist and hear him point Jesus out to us, ‘Look, 

here is the Lamb of God!’  According to the gospel of John this is a celebrity you 

don’t want to miss! 

 

1. What does John the Baptist have in mind when he says of Jesus, “here is the 

Lamb of God” and (on the day before), “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world!”? When Christians read this story we do so knowing that 

Jesus gave up his life for us on the cross.  In this same gospel we are told that Jesus 

was crucified on the Jewish Day of Preparation, the day when the lambs were 

being slaughtered for the Passover meal. (John 19:31)  Thus we read John’s 

declaration looking back through the lens of the rest of the story of Jesus.  Indeed, 
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the author of this gospel writes it looking back through the same lens.  But for John 

the Baptist and these two disciples, these pivotal events haven’t happened yet.  

They don’t have our lens to see through.  What is in John’s mind, then, as he calls 

Jesus “the Lamb of God” and in the mind of two of his  disciples such that they 

follow Jesus? 

 

In 2020 the Abraham Accords Peace Agreement was signed establishing 

Diplomatic Relations and Full Normalization Between the United Arab Emirates 

and the State of Israel.  Since then others have signed on to this accord.  Why is the 

name ‘Abraham’ in the title of this accord?  The Abraham Accords Declaration 

reads as follows: “We encourage efforts to promote interfaith and intercultural 

dialogue to advance a culture of peace among the three Abrahamic religions and all 

humanity.”  What three religions?  Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  All three 

claim Abraham to be the father of faith.  For Christians Abraham is the prototype 

of faith as the Apostle Paul taught in his Galatian letter, “Just as Abraham 

‘believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness’, so, you see, those 

who believe are the descendants of Abraham.” (Galatians 3:6-7) 

 

For Christians the culminating event in the life of Jesus is his death on a cross as 

Father and Son give themselves for the sin of the world of humanity.  For John the 

Baptist and his first century disciples the culminating event in the life of their 

ancestor Abraham occurred on Mount Moriah when God asked Abraham to 

sacrifice his son Isaac.  Those who know the story recall Isaac asking his father, 

‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’, and 

of how a ram was provided so that Isaac was spared. (Genesis 22:7, 13)  This story 

looms large in first-century Jewish imagination.  When John says of Jesus, ‘here is 

the Lamb of God’ this, I believe, is the story he is calling to mind.  

 

When I am in church surrounded by believers and I refer to the good news of Jesus 

with the phrase ‘the cross of Christ,’ it calls to mind the whole story of Jesus 

among us.  When John says ‘the Lamb of God’ to these disciples the story he calls 

to mind is this one of a ram that was provided by God to be offered in the place of 

Isaac.  John the Baptist seems to know that Jesus is somehow to be God’s 

provision for the sin of the world even though the details of that are yet to unfold.  

This story of Abraham is also in the Apostle Paul’s mind when he says of God, 

“He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not 

with him also give us everything else?”  Abraham’s son was spared, but God’s Son 

was not.  
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At the end of that Abraham story God made this declaration to Abraham: “Because 

you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed 

bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as 

the sand that is on the seashore. … and by your offspring shall all the nations of the 

earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” (Genesis 

22:16-18)  One of my theology professors liked to point out that our salvation 

depended in some way on Abraham’s obedience.  What if he hadn’t been 

obedient?  Some say, well God would have had another plan.  But that isn’t what 

the story reveals.  So the professor would ask, what blessing of others does God 

intend by my obedience to the things he calls from me? ‘This haunts me,’ he would 

say.  And then ask us students, ‘do you ever think about that’?   

 

2. Now while John’s pronouncement, “Look, here is the Lamb of God”, captured 

the imaginations of his Jewish disciples, does it capture the imagination of anyone 

today?  Most in our culture do not share the back story of these first century Jews.  

Our culture is dominated by other stories.  I wonder what back story about life 

looms large in the imaginations of young people today, particularly those who have 

not grown up with church.  They have access to all sorts of information because of 

the ubiquity of cell phones.  It is interesting to me to see five people in a restaurant 

apparently having a meal together all sitting silently staring at their individual 

devices with thumbs blazing as they message.  Some of them might be sharing 

pictures or messages with their table mates.  I wonder if the back story is, “I have 

everything I need in my palm through this electronic devise.”  You want to know 

about ‘lamb of God’, let’s see what Google can tell us. 

 

In a recent article by Liel Leibovitz, editor at large for Tablet Magazine, he made 

some observations about this season’s epic television shows.  “For the 

traditionalists,” writes Leibovitz, “there’s The Rings of Power, a prequel to J. R. R. 

Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, which cost Amazon’s Jeff Bezos a pile of gold 

that would’ve made Smaug the dragon lick his scaly lips. Those who love shows 

with an extra helping of carnage and cleavage can turn to House of the Dragon, 

another bloody entry in the Game of Thrones universe. And then there’s The 

Witcher, The Sandman, The Wheel of Time, and dozens of other shows involving 

a smattering of magic, some swords, and the good fighting the bad. Actually, 

scratch that last bit. Today’s epics aren’t interested in morality, … Instead of good 

and evil, we get a heaping dose of strong and stronger, because it’s power, and 

power alone, that moves our modern-day, made-for-streaming epics.”  Is power the 

back story that dominates imaginations today? 

 

https://www.firstthings.com/article/2022/12/epic-failures
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“We are no better than our ancestors” wrote Professor Ephraim Radner. “I firmly 

believe this, although apparently many others do not. My disagreement with 

prevailing opinion concerns more than current academic arrogance and 

anachronism with respect to our ancestors. I’m opposed to the sweeping trends of 

popular attitude and public policy, with their figurative (and literal) removal of all 

memorials to the bad people and events of the past. The problem here goes beyond 

impoverishing historical memory, wiping away whole swaths of the past from our 

collective imagination. … I am concerned with deeper contemporary assumptions 

that motivate our attempts to erase the past, ones that touch upon the truth of 

human life. Our current attitude to our ancestors seems to grow out of a broad 

sense that today we know more, indeed, are morally better than yesterday; that 

today we are different, not just in our attitudes, but in our very selves. … young 

people (and many older folks, too) continue to believe that the present is a morally 

evolved moment that can evaluate the past from a position of purified and 

enlightened vision.”  Is this the back story that informs imaginations about the 

nature of our lives today? 

 

“Look” says John the Baptist to any generation who will listen, “Here is the Lamb 

of God.”  I invite you to notice that he pointed to a person, Jesus of Nazareth.  He 

doesn’t point to a thing but to a person.  John was an unusual sort of prophet.  His 

wardrobe lacked sophistication and his diet lacked imagination.  He preached in a 

desert area not the comfortable surroundings of a centrally heated sanctuary.  He 

wasn’t interested in the technologies of his day.  He calls his hearers to look past 

all those things to a person.  Is it not worth observing that there is a loneliness 

epidemic in a world that has never been as connected as we are via technology?  

The number one cause of unnatural death among teenagers and college students is 

suicide.   

 

You notice that John points us to the person of Jesus.  And that his two disciples 

who went after Jesus simply hung out with him talking, checking him out.  And at 

the end of the day they found that Jesus was everything and more than even their 

mentor John knew.  These two then became followers of Jesus and accompany him 

as Jesus returns to Galilee and commences his preaching ministry.  Perhaps we 

need to put our devices down and look away from them to a relationship that can 

captivate all that we are and more. 

 

And what about power?  Our cultural narrative seems very concerned about 

victimization.  The statues of people who we deem used power to victimize others 

are torn down and their names removed from schools and other buildings.  

Authority of any kind is to be taken down a peg or two (unless it advances the 

https://www.firstthings.com/article/2022/12/ancients-and-moderns
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cause we deem right, of course).  Bullying is castigated.  When the church prays 

“Almighty God” the lens of this culture may hear ‘celestial bully’.  We Christians 

need to be careful here.  John points us to Jesus and in him we learn that God is not 

the top bully of the universe.  God always acts consistently with who he is in his 

internal relations as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  God cannot not love.  It was on 

the cross when he couldn’t even wriggle that we are told that God did his 

almightiest work—he died for the sins of the whole world and redeems all things 

to God.  The scripture says of him, “a bruised reed he will not break.”  Look, here 

is the Lamb of God. 

 

 Are we better than our ancestors?  In the most important ways, we remain the 

same as ever: We are born, we live a little, we die. We love, we work, we sorrow, 

and, of course, we sin. Yes, there are differences in circumstances. These tend to 

be what we measure when we talk about progress. Yes, its good to live in a society 

that has rejected slavery rather than in first-century Rome that financed its power 

on slavery.  To consign these differences to “circumstance” is not to belittle them.  

But none of them represent fundamental differences in existence. … Whether we 

live three thousand years ago or today, here or there, we are creatures made by God 

and defined by the essential limits of our mortal frame.1 

 

‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! The gospel tells us 

that the thing that troubles humans at the bottom of it all is our sin.  We have each 

turned away from God.  The good news of Jesus is that for both our ancestors and 

us, the mercy of God is everlasting, and its power both commands and draws us to 

repentance, an honest reckoning of our needs, our failures, and our hopes. For 

both, our oft-strangled thirst for redemption is granted a miraculous mitigation, in 

the cascading forms of divine grace that finally reach their abundant fullness in 

Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah of Israel and the Son of God. For both, wherever 

we stand and whatever we have experienced, we are pressed back toward God 

through this grace, disarmed of our own resources and readied for God’s gifts.2 

 

Did you notice that what occurred in our reading happened over the course of two 

days?  John had said to his disciples consistently, Here is the Lamb of God.  Ask 

any believer how many times they were pointed to Jesus before they embraced 

him.  I can guarantee that it was more than once.  It seems to me that young people 

today live fragmented lives.  Identity is claimed around several things but there is 

no central or overarching story.  When crisis comes the centre does not hold.  In 

 
1 Ephraim Radner, Ancients and Moderns, First  Things, December 2022. 
2 Ibid. 
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one translation of the Psalms, the Psalmist tells us what he found in relationship 

with God, For he satisfieth the empty soul: and filleth the hungry soul with 

goodness. (Psalm 107:9) Countless believers can say the same.  So does John the 

Baptist.  ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 

 


