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All the prophets testify about him 

 

Isaiah 42:1–9 

Psalm 29 

Acts 10:34–43 

Matthew 3:13–17 

 

Text: Acts 10:42-43 

He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 

by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

 

Introduction 

Do you know of the website Zillow?  It is a real estate website, currently listing 

upwards of 135 million properties.  Last year, 9.6 billion people visited the site, 

which puts it squarely at the top of the internet’s food chain, according to an article 

by Liel Leibovitz.  Zillow’s early business model involved buying houses, 

renovating them, and then selling them for profit.  But that idea flopped. 

Americans, Team Zillow soon learned, were interested in buying homes, to be 

sure, but they were much more keen on ogling properties online and imagining that 

they lived richer, more rewarding lives. They didn’t flock to Zillow to start real-life 

relocations; they logged on to forge healing fantasies. The start-up corrected 

course, and angled for an ever-bigger audience.  Before too long, Zillow became 

popular enough to merit being spoofed on Saturday Night Live. 

 

Why?  Leibovitz argues that because house prices have risen so steeply as to put 

owning a home out of sight for many, the website has become an addictive place to 

dream.  This is why Zillow is laughingly referred to as “house porn.”  “With 

everything around them broken” writes Leibovitz,—"the healthcare system and the 

schools, law enforcement and the media, politics and the culture—the faithless (he 

means those removed one or two generations from the pew) are frantically 

searching for new sources of meaning. And the sad thing is they’re not asking for 

much… security and stability, somewhere to live and someone to love and 

something to believe in to make tomorrow more promising than today.”  Where are 

people looking for this sort of hope today?  Or where can consolation be found in 

the midst of frustrated dreams? 

 

1. Is it possible that, with the loss of faith, people in our culture have set horizons 

too low?  In jettisoning God from the landscape of life is it possible that humans 

have arbitrarily installed low ceilings over their heads?  Our culture only looks 

https://www.firstthings.com/article/2022/10/american-nightmare


Rev. Dr. James Clubine Page 2 08/01/23 

horizontally for help.  It was only two generations ago when sixty percent of 

Canadians went to church on a regular basis.  Consolation in the midst of life’s 

challenges was found in God.  Horizons were set by the knowledge of the eternal 

love of God and his ever-lasting kingdom that has drawn near us in Jesus Christ.  

When a person lost that one whose love was dearer than life to them faith’s 

consolation had her looking forward to the day of reunion in that glorious future 

our Lord has prepared for all who look to him in faith.  Many in our current 

generation do not know what those still occupying the pew have found in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

In our gospel reading today we heard again the story of Jesus’ baptism and of a 

voice from heaven that said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.’  A question scholars debate is, who heard the voice?  In the gospels of 

Luke and Mark the voice says “You are my Son,” indicating that the voice was for 

Jesus, concluding that he heard it.  In Matthew the voice begins with, “this is my 

Son”, perhaps indicating that others heard it.  I find this debate misses the point all 

the gospel writers agree upon.  They want their hearers or readers to hear the voice.  

Matthew wants us to hear God addressing each of us about Jesus, ‘This is my Son, 

the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ God is calling to each of us to look 

here, to look to him.  God sets Jesus before us in this baptism scene in the midst of 

the concrete of this life and says in our hearing, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased.’ 

 

When you think of the first century world and the people going out to hear John 

the Baptist preach what do you imagine were their hopes and dreams for their 

lives?  In the Apostle Paul’s letter to Timothy he instructed the church to pray “for 

kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 

life in all godliness and dignity.”  (1 Timothy 2:2) In another letter Paul called on 

believers “to aspire to live quietly, to mind your own affairs, and to work with your 

hands, as we directed you, so that you may behave properly towards outsiders and 

be dependent on no one.” (1 Thessalonians 4:11) To be sure the practicalities of 

their dreams for life are different than ours—they didn’t aspire to own a car.  Even 

so, aren’t the general contours parallel with the things Leibovitz detailed—security 

and stability, somewhere to live and someone to love and something to believe in 

to make tomorrow more promising than today? 

 

What Matthew wants us to hear in the midst of the aspirations and dreams for life, 

realized or frustrated, is the voice of God calling us to look to his Son, Jesus of 

Nazareth.  I find it instructive that God in the Son has descended to come among 

us.  It a culture that only looks horizontally God has descended so that in seeing 
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Jesus here on the banks of the Jordon river we might again understand that true 

help is found in looking up to him.  It points to the reality that God is not distant 

from us, rather the world is the theatre of his activity. 

 

We read today from the sermon the apostle Peter preached at the house of 

Cornelius.  Cornelius was a Roman centurion who was said to be devout and 

feared God.  God-fearers where people attracted to the monotheism of Judaism but 

didn’t convert to become Jews.  Cornelius had a vision one day in which an angel 

said that he should go and get Peter and listen to what he had to say.  All the 

believers in Jesus were Jewish at this point and now the message was extended to 

gentiles as well.  It was in Cornelius’ house that Peter said of Jesus, “All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.”  

 

This event takes place before the new testament is written.  Given the witness to 

Jesus in the New Testament we can safely add to Peter’s word and say, “All the 

prophets and apostles testify about him.”  Testifying about Jesus is what Peter is 

doing as he preaches at Cornelius’ house.  God has been speaking this word 

constantly through his prophets and apostles—anticipating Christ in the prophets 

and revealing Him in the Apostles—‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 

am well pleased.’  And the church throughout the ages has been a witness to this 

same One the voice from heaven proclaims.  Will we look to him? 

 

Think about that for a moment.  All the prophets and apostles testify about him. 

All.  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel and so on, Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, John, Peter, Paul, Andrew and on and on, all speak with one voice regarding 

Jesus.  And then think about all those throughout history who have taken up the 

prophetic and apostolic witness to declare it to their generation.  Has anyone else in 

the history of the world has such voluminous testimony about him like Jesus?  

 

2. All the prophets testify about him.  I invite you to reflect with me regarding the 

testimony of one of the prophets recorded in the book Isaiah.  In Isaiah there are a 

number of what are called Servant Songs; poems about the one who would serve 

God.  We read one today from Isaiah chapter 42.  “Here is my servant, whom I 

uphold,” says God through the prophet Isaiah.   

 

Who is this servant?  One could read it as anyone who serves God in the way 

outlined in the text.  Clearly Jesus read it as the mission for his life.  Prophesy can 

have immediate fulfilment—many scholars think the Persian King Cyrus is in 

Isaiah’s mind since he liberated captives of Israel from the Babylonians.  But it 
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also has a richer fulfilment in the Son.  This is how Jesus read it.  In his hometown 

synagogue Jesus read from Isaiah and claimed it as his personal mission statement.  

Why does Peter read the prophets as all testifying to Jesus?  According to Luke, 

Jesus taught the apostles to read it this way during the forty days between his 

resurrection and ascension.  Jesus “said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke 

to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 

Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds 

to understand the scriptures.” (Luke 24:44-45) 

 

This word the voice speaks that came from heaven at Jesus’ baptism is a 

combination of two texts of scripture.  Psalm 2:7 has the first part, “This is my 

Son” and Isaiah 42:1 has the second, “the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  

In Isaiah we read, “my chosen, in whom my soul delights.”  We must keep in mind 

that Isaiah is written in Hebrew and in Matthew we have a translation into Greek.  

In other words, the voice declares something already revealed by God.  Also, when 

the older testament is cited in the newer testament the whole text in the mind of the 

author.  God goes on to say through Isaiah, “I will put my spirit upon him.”   

Clearly this is in Matthew’s mind—and I would say God’s as well—when he tells 

us that when Jesus was coming up out of the water, “he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove alighting upon him.”  There is no question but that God is 

identifying Jesus as the servant he had in mind when he spoke through Isaiah. 

 

I invite you to turn your attention to what the text says about this servant.  In this 

first of the servant songs or poems in Isaiah, the prophet offers a portrait of the 

kind of leadership we should expect from one called by God.  “He will not cry or 

lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and 

a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He 

will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and 

the coastlands wait for his teaching.” 

 

In Matthew’s gospel he tells the story of Jesus entering a synagogue for Sabbath 

worship and a man was there with a withered hand.  Some Pharisees there asked 

him if it was lawful to heal on the sabbath—healing was considered ‘work’ in their 

minds and no work was to be done on Sabbath.  They were seeking to accuse Jesus 

and cut into his popularity with the people.  Jesus healed the man and the Pharisees 

went out and plotted how to destroy him.  When Jesus became aware of this he 

departed but many crowds followed him seeking healing and Jesus cured them all.  

Matthew then cites this text from Isaiah to show us that Jesus is the servant. 
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While Jesus’ ministry is often emersed in conflict—here with some Pharisees—he 

doesn’t harm those who sought to harm him.  After witnessing Jesus heal this 

man’s withered hand you can imagine people flocking to him for healing.  The evil 

of disease is always lapping at our lives.  Dreams and plans can be frustrated with 

news of difficult diagnosis.  And Jesus, we are told, healed them all.  Patiently, 

lovingly, kindly.  A bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he 

will not quench. This is the one with whom God is ever pleased.  God calls us to 

trust him. 

 

The emphasis of this first part of this poem about the servant is on the Lord’s 

mission to establish justice on the earth.  … ‘he will faithfully bring forth justice.  

He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth.’  

You notice that Jesus doesn’t do violence to anyone and gently cares for those 

crushed in life by sin and evil.  Jesus doesn’t defeat evil by ‘out-muscling’ it—that 

would declare the right of might.  Rather at the cross God defeats evil as the human 

Jesus submits himself to evil, absorbs it, and therein defuses it and triumphs over 

it—herein God established the might of right[eousness].  The resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead is the manifestation that at the cross is our Lord’s victory over 

evil and death. 

 

As you think of the opposition that surrounded our Lord in his life and ministry do 

you not marvel that he did nor grow faint? And even though it appears he is 

crushed by sin and evil at the cross this becomes his victory.  We can trust the Lord 

who established the might of right and even though it was our sin that crushed him, 

he absorbs this for our sakes.   

 

Friends, just as there is no explanation for evil there is no explanation for sin.  If 

you could explain it then you could explain it away.  There is no explanation. It is 

irrational and meaningless and can’t be understood.  How does one explain us 

humans turning our backs on God and making ourselves our own god in his place?  

When God forgives our sin through his self-giving at the cross he isn’t excusing 

our sin.  We excuse what is excusable.  Sin is inexcusable.  Sin isn’t a mistake or 

misstep or to misspeak. Sin is sin and the only thing God can do with it is forgive it 

and he does so at great price—he goes to hell and back for our sakes. 

 

And one day Jesus’ victory at the cross will be consummated and justice will be 

established in the earth.  As John saw in his Revelation, ‘See, the home of God is 

among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself 

will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more; 
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mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed 

away.’ 

 

The emphasis of the second half of Isaiah’s servant song is that he will be a light to 

the nations.  Anyone can come to him and find in Jesus the light that is the life of 

all people.  All the prophets and apostles testify about him! Amen. 


